

















0, how was it?
How was what?
The Soviet Union. What
else?
Oh, oh, that! It was great.
Yeah . . . and . . . well, the peo-
ple were very receptive. They were
really sincere and enthusiastic about
meeting us. It seemed like every-
where we went, they had a small
crowd greeting us, or were giving us
something. I’d like to go back some-
day. By then maybe I'd be smart
enough to learn some Russian.

You mean you don’t know the
language? You probably didn’t have
much to say.

Actually, one of the most interest-
ing things I found out was that most
Soviet children can speak English as
early as fifth grade, and by age 12
they usually have the understanding
of as many as three languages: Rus-
sian, their native language (in the
case of the Kishinev students, Mol-
davian), and English. Some can
speak French as well. I felt so stupid
not keeping up on my basic Russian.
I had tapes and everything. I at least
could’ve gone there with a decent
understanding besides nyet and da.

But, you said most of them knew
English.

Yes, but that’s not the point. One
way people can come to understand
each other is through the languages.
This way, there’d not only be com-
munication, but an understanding of
why such a stand is being taken.
Confucius could then be dealt with
much more civilly.

Did you go to the McDonald’s in
Moscow?

You see enough of it at home. I
must admit the we did stop at a Bas-
kin Robbins.

In Moscow?

Yeah! It was a few blocks from the
Red Square.

How did did the ’ol Square look?
Well, here’s a few pictures of it.
That’s St. Basil’s Cathedral. There’s

the G.U.M.

What? You want some gum?

No. I said this place is called
G.U.M. It’s kind of the Soviet
Union’s answer to the mall.

Is there a Macy’s inside?

No, just a lot of K-Mart shops.

Anyway, this is Lenin’s Tomb.
Talk about experiences. They have
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Lenin preserved in a glass box.

Come on! Really?

Lenin actually is sealed in this
vacuum-like box in the middle of
this small room. It was so strange.
No one was allowed to talk, laugh,
or even smile. You just walk up
around and out the other door.

I was in awe, because for many
atheistic Soviets, this is their icon,
their god. Lenin, to them, was their
liberator. And thousands of Soviets
come to see him at every opportu-
nity. It seemed like this was kind of
a “Mecca” for them.

Who is this with the mask on?

Oh, that’s a Soviet artist we met.
He was great, a regular big kid. He
did a lot of portraitures of famous
world figures in history, and he put
on a few and pretended he was sing-
ing. His whole family makes a living
in the art field. Here’s his daughter-
in-law. I got the opportunity to speak
with her through one of my fellow
traveler’s translation of French. She
also does portraits. Her paintings de-
picted people’s changing moods, age,
or the changing of the seasons. I
loved talking to these artists. This
was one of my most enjoyable parts
of the trip. I didn’t want to leave as
soon as we did. The coolest part is
that the government gives some art-
ists these large buildings to set up
their studios. Can you imagine? . . .
the government gives them these
large spaces!

Let me guess. You’re an art major,
right?

Does Pica sew? . . . Anyway, |
also went to the Hermitage in Len-
ingrad. This was kind of my Mecca.
It’s huge! Our guide said if one were
to stand in front of each work of art
for less than a minute or so, one
would be there for 11 years. I stood
in front of some Rembrandts, Cara-
vaggio, Rubens, and DaVinci. Mi-
chelangelo, too.

The Sistine Chapel, right?

You didn’t attend many of your
Art History classes, did you? The
Sistine Chapel is in Italy. What I saw
was this sculpture piece called “The
Crouching Man.” It was unfinished
and probably from this later period.
The biggest thrill for me was to
stand in front of Matisse, Picasso,
and Kandinsky originals. To see the
size, texture, and fine quality of
some famous titles was an experi-
ence and a half. Oh, all right. Wake
up. I won’t talk artsy anymore. Any
other questions? Answers? Recipies?

When are they coming to Lafayette
— the Soviet students, that is?

In mid-April. And we have to
make them feel at least as half as
welcomed as we felt. They were
really fantastic!

Clayton Evans ‘89 is a studio art
major with a minor in education
from Staten Island, New York.
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Most Soviet students can speak English as early as in the fifth grade.




hange is a concept that

many Americans take for

granted, and one that

continually takes place

throughout an individual
citizen’s life. While in school, if you
do not like the major you are pursu-
ing, you can switch to another fairly
easily. After school, if you wish to
switch occupations, that option is
available to you. New styles develop,
new political and/or protest groups
emerge, and society continually
adapts to the times. The options that
are so prevalent in our lives were not
available to the Soviet people until
only recently.

This visit to the Soviet Union was
not my first. I traveled there in Jan-
uary 1988 with an interim session
class. Since last January, there has
been much published in American
newspapers regarding the significant
change taking place within the So-
viet Union. It was a goal of mine to
find out to what extent the Soviet
society actually is changing, and how
these supposed upheavals were af-
fecting the Soviet citizens.

Our first stop in the Soviet Union
was Moscow, where I noticed a
major difference immediately. On
my first trip, passing through cus-
toms was truly an adventure.
Roughly four to five people in our
group had their bags searched. This
time, however, everyone made it
through without having to open their
bags. In fact, while we were waiting,
I saw no one in the airport get
checked.

Other changes were evident
throughout the city. There were no
large propaganda placards (Some I’d
previously seen read “Glory to the
Workers” and “Long Live the Revo-
lution.”). Limited free enterprise —
people selling their artwork and
other wares—was beginning to show
its face on the streets of Moscow.

Another surprise was our visit to
Lenin’s Tomb. During my last visit,
foreigners were not allowed to ob-
serve Lenin’s body lying in state. The
Soviets view this practice as a pil-
grimage. Government officials did
not believe foreigners could main-
tain the seriousness and respect that
is demanded of the visitors. This
time, however, foreigners were per-
mitted to enter the tomb.

What I believe is the major change
that has taken place in the Soviet
Union we encountered very strongly
in our host city of Kishinev. In con-
versations we had with the students,
they freely expressed their thoughts
about the society, a concept that was
practically unheard of a few years
ago. Keep in mind that these stu-
dents are members of the Komso-
mol, the youth Communist League.
They are not people outside the po-
litical system. Apparently the party
is allowing its members to probe into
its own problems from within its
own bureaucratic structure.

The change occurring in the Soviet
Union was not the only change I no-
ticed during our visit. I observed the
attitudes and opinions of the stu-
dents in our own group had changed.
I believe, as a whole, we developed a
better understanding of not only the
Soviet society, but also of the Soviet
people. Stereotypes were removed
on both sides, and we were able to
interact with the Soviet students as
friends and not as rivals. We were
able to develop our own opinions
about the good and bad points of the
Soviet society. Most of all, we got
caught up in the Soviet people’s ex-
citement regarding their future. Most
people support Mikhail Gorbachev
with a guarded, yet growing opti-

mism. They back his plans for the
opening of the society, but realize
what a large job that is. One student
from Leningrad, with whom I spoke
last January, commented that the
West views Gorbachev as a savior,
as one who is extending far-reaching
reforms for the Soviet society. How-
ever, besides the major change in the
realm of the media, the student
argues that the reforms, for the most
part, are still on paper and not al-
ready taking place as the West
thinks. The student supports Gorba-
cheyv in his efforts, but believes it
will be five to seven years before any
substantial reforms occur.

The Soviet citizens are aware of
the major student and cultural ex-
changes with other nations and the
joint ventures between Soviet and
foreign firms. They see co-operatives
in which they can share in the
profits of a firm or business. They
see new incentives for workers. They
are involved in groups that seek to
promote their national heritage.
And, they realize all these factors
promote promise and hope for them
as a people and a nation. O
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