Dolores Huerta

So many have heard of about the accomplishments and work that Dolores Huerta has done, yet so few people actually know who she is. One of the most influential civil rights activists and the director of one of the largest boycotts in United States history, Dolores Huerta has left quite a mark on our political landscape. She co-founded United Farm Workers alongside Cesar Chavez where they fought a long and hard-won battle for farmworkers to unionize. Many people have heard of Cesar Chavez, and still today he is given the credit for the work that was largely done by Dolores Huerta. Chavez himself called Dolores “the architect of the 1960’s-70’s farmworkers movement.” Huerta performed a lot of the behind the scenes work that was involved in passing legislation, writing contracts, and organizing communities. But she was on the front lines just as much as Cesar was. Cesar was a unique leader for a civil rights movement in that he was soft spoken, approachable, humble. Dolores was a powerhouse, unafraid of authority, and had a talent for coming up with inspiring and persuasive sound bites. After a group of Latinos told her she would never be able to make a contract with Arizona growers, that it was only possible in California, she spontaneously began the chant, ”Si se puede!” which stuck around.     Dolores Huerta gave an opportunity to those who were pushed to the margins of society to become active political figures. Dolores is a figure who embodies intersectionality. While the scope of her work may have seemed specific, she recognized how it touched every American in the country and appealed to enough of them that 17 million Americans stopped eating grapes by 1968. Her tactics of community organizing were viewed as unorthodox at the time, but looking back, the movement wouldn’t have found the success they did without it. Today, she is continuing her work in activism with a broader scope. The Dolores Huerta Foundation uses many of the tactics of community organizing that she developed in the 60’s to tackle issues of immigration, the school to prison pipeline, environmental racism, police brutality, and women’s rights. She has begun to push back on the exclusion that she has faced throughout her whole life. She is rightfully demanding credit for the work she has done and continues to do. 
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