In this podcast I discuss the farm bill, which is a piece of omnibus legislation that passes
through congressing approximately every 5 years. It impacts the prices of certain foods, crops are
produced, SNAP (previously known as food stamps), soil conservation, forestry, and more.
While it is often brushed aside as something only farmers need to care about, this bill is
important to every person that eats, and is one of our oldest social welfare programs.

The first farm bill was enacted in 1933 titled the Agricultural Adjustment Act, it generally
takes a new name each witch each cycle, the most recent being the 2018 Agricultural
Improvement Act. The first bill was passed under the New Deal Era and played a major role in
shifting how America went about social welfare. When initially passed, its main goals were to
improve the buying power of farmers and address hunger. This was done through crop subsidies
and programs such as food banks and food stamps. It also aimed to address the dust bowl soil
damage, failing crops, hunger, and more- this is what made it the most ambitious social welfare
program ever proposed to congress.

While the its roots in social welfare, like most things of the 1930s, its history is also one
of discrimination and racism. The USDA focused their attention on promoting large-scale,
technologically intensive farming. This excluded tenant farmers and sharecroppers, and also any
farm laborers that were not the owners, from aid- disportionately affecting black farmers.
Recently, an adjunct to the farm bill was proposed, titled the 2023 Justice for Black Farmers Act,
which aims to address this discriminatory history.

This podcast will give a brief history of the farm bill, focusing on its early development
while also considering how it has harmed black farmers.This also highlights the 2023 bill as an
opportunity for correcting some of the past wrongs; but, citizens need to show interest and

support for the bill in order for that to be achieved.
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