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Liberty Hyde Bailey is one of the more underrated people to influence the environmental

world. While not a household name, Bailey has enhanced each of our understandings of the

environment and our accessibility to learning about it. Born and raised on a farm in Michigan,

Liberty Hyde Bailey became interested in agriculture at a young age, and began to read up on it.

He went on to do a lot of research and produce countless writings on horticulture, the cultivation

of gardens, which were impressive and provided tremendous ground work for others to come.

Bailey attended the Michigan State Agriculture College, and went on to become the Dean of the

College of Agriculture at Cornell University. He was passionate about incorporating

environmental education into schools, and worked with teachers to get students exposed to the

environment in unstructured, exploratory ways. Introducing children to the environment had not

previously been a large part of school curriculums, or even part of them at all, and so providing

this foundation was extremely important and admirable of Bailey. The ability of children to have

a baseline understanding of nature and how it works will only benefit them in the future,

especially when making choices related to the land around them, what food they are going to eat,

etc. Liberty Hyde Bailey immersed himself in the world of horticulture, doing extensive research

and educating others. This passion of his was revolutionary in his time, and has continued to

influence our world and our awareness of the environment for years after.
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