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	Wendell Berry has been a strong voice for local farming from his rural town in Kentucky for nearly his entire life. As the author of over thirty books of poetry, novels and essays, as both an agrarian and a Christian, Berry has inspired many different groups of people with his wisdom. While he has written many complex pieces of literature, the main takeaway that I had from most of his pieces (and the main focus of my podcast) was how passionate he is about returning to our agrarian roots – to connect better with each other and with our land. He believes that those who know the land best, such as farmers, will have the best ability to work with its unique challenges. However, he does not believe we should try to overcome nature, but rather appreciate it and learn from it. In order to carry out these values, Berry lives a simple life – he lives in a small farmhouse in the rural town of Port Royal, Kentucky, and dedicates himself to agriculture in order to be “one with the natural world.” 
	Berry’s opposition of current technology is not because he despises it, but rather because he wants to focus on real, deep, face-to-face forms of communication. Also, as highlighted in the podcast, Berry disagrees with the societal viewpoint that technological advancements will solve all of our problems and that more technology will make things easier. A 2019 interview featured on The Christian Scientist Monitor featured an interesting quote from Berry that summarized his perspective of technology vs. nature: “So why stick a keyboard and a screen between the mind and the world? I’m not without information. I study the fields, the woods, and the river. I read, and I hear, and I remember.”
	Wendell Berry is likely featured on this website because he is a Christian Scientist himself. He describes himself as a “marginal Christian” with his position being near the outskirts of our consumerist culture. He believes that one of the greatest threats to the church today is not falling for doctrinal heresy, but rather succumbing to the consumerist, self-centered assumptions of our Western Culture. American Christians, in his opinion, should not follow the correct doctrines on Sundays and then display a counter-Christian economy the rest of the week, loving oneself more than God and neighbor.
	Berry’s writings greatly reflect his Christian views, and challenge Christians to be connected to both nature and their communities. “To stand like slow growing trees / on a ruined place, renewing, enriching it.” Wendell’s love of the land stems from his love of scripture. In a 1979 essay “The Gift of the Good Land,” he emphasizes the idea of the land as a gift – not a free or deserved gift, but a gift given upon certain rigorous conditions.” 
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