wce Curtains and Lavender Linen

The following two articles by a recent alumnus examine the impact
of coeducation on the social and academic life of the campus. The
information was derived from polls, interviews and a three-howr
“rap session" with ten students, five women and five men,

By Frank Claps "67

“When 1 came here for my pre-acceptance interview,” ane sophomore woman
recoutited in an interview, “this guy looked out his dermitory window and yelled
for me to come see his room. He told me e hadn't seen a woman in six weeks.

I hgured theo that if T came here 1'd probably feel like a commaodity.”

It is not withour some justification thar Lafavette College was once known to its
intimates by the dubious sobriquer, “Home of the Hungry Animals.” Those who
found the description apt attributed the condition to the lack of women on or
near the campus. One alummus recalls, “Back in my day, when o girl came onto
campus, within five minutes the whole school knew.”

Indeed, until vwo years ago the female presence at Lafayette was generally
limited 1o four or five “party weekends” per semesier. With the admission of
women in the fall of 1970, the sitation has changed and, as one male senioe
stated, "It took a while 1o get used o the idea that givls don't vanish into thin
air on Monday mormings."

Although definitive conelusions concerning the first full year of cosducation at
Lafayette are impossible at this point, most of the responses of students, faculty
anel administrators polled during the first semester indicite the admission ot
women wis g positive move for the campos smmbiance, To be sure, some reactions
are negative, but the overwhelming response so far is best summed up by one
seniar male: "Coedueation is the best thing that could have happened 1o this
place.”

Initially, however, the transition was anything bur smooth. Women were aceused
of being “a bunch of conceited. pompous, stuck-up bitches,” while men were
aceused of treating women “like femade commodities, Barbie dolls and abjects to
get out sexual frustrations, vather than as intelligent people.”

Gradually, the mutual fears, distrusts and illusions have dissipated o the point
whete, is one prolessor stated, “campus life seems more natural, less ardfcial,”

“Slowly, the cocds are being treated as human beings instead of as women,”
another Baculty member added. “Boys are beginning 1o understand that not all
wlrds e morons,”

Lafayette’s first woren stodents came 1o the Gollege for o variety of reasons. A
liberal courseveipuirement policy and the fact that they would be breaking new
ground were among the mast frequently lsted,

“Everyone had this preconceived notion that the only reason we came was for
the guvs,” lamented one girl “In most cases, thae wisn't true. But many of us did
like the ides of heing able to formulate things, of being able w set precedents.”

Frank Claps ls a reparter fac the Bepfehenm Globe-Times ahdd an ocoasione! contribuiar
fer the Alumnus.
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“It’s hard to explain when the ratio is so 'good” why a lot o

on Homecoming weekend go stag to the game and parties

Ambivalence best describes the preconceived notions and initial responsy
men, While most admited they weleomed females, there was a good bix ¢
jealousy and lear manifested, especially among the upperclassmen. One desepi)
the situation as “like having Centenary on campus.”

“We figured these girls were going to be in a good position.” recalled sne
“with a ratio of 14-1. But while some guys were really anxious, and ol
care, there were a lot of guys in the middle who wanted 10 see girls, |
going to go assoverelbow,” he added

Women who found themselves besicged with phone calls, catealls and ;
abundanee of visitors during the first month disputed that statement,
fraternities had directories which had our pictures and dorm assign
woman said, “If the guys found you attractive, you got a lot of calls,
those whase pictures the guys liked ™

“Tt seemed to me that you had two different situations,” added anothy '
year woman student. “Either they ignored you completely, or you had i
of guys pounding at your doar.”

Assistant Dean Suzanne Hermann Williams, who resigned this werm |
her fall marringe, noted that the dating-hy-directory practice is not une

for a coed school. “I've been in other coed institutions,” Dean Willja
“Fraternities there do the same things raternities did here,”

Her previous experience prepared Dean Williams for many conti
from Lafayette's new situation, But one thing she did not antici
New Dorm, the initial residence of the women, become @ campus:

“I figured that ir could happen, but I had never worked with
visitation system Lefore,” she stated. Fler sentiments were echoed
Students Herman Kissiah, who recalls, "We had guys trying to get in th
lours and were forced to employ student ushers to exacr some meas

Like most of the women, Dean Williams felt the initial ratio of 14
female was "overplayed"” by the men stadents. *“Those girls sittil
on Saturday nights were made to think, ‘What's wrong with me
“And there were a few.”

“During the first semester, if you didn’t have a date, it was terr h
one woman student. s hard to explain when the ritio is so
girls on Hotmecoming weekend go stag to the game and parti

Whether as a group or as individuals, upon their arrival the
occupied a strong position in the minds of wany men, * Thee
bugzing around campus,” one senior remembered. “Everyone ;
the girls. Guys were going to the library & lot, hecause that’s whe
megt the girls.”

T'o a large degree, the “buzzing” can also he attributed ta the o
foothall scason, with all its social exigencies, coincided with the first



AHas the Drebrly weekend becomme fesy franlic?” 87 sestiar men sivd i T W

Y i No

"D yolt get suove reguesty for dates than yan cen accept?'” I women sebd " Yey
61 said “No." {One said, “Arve you hidding?"')



of women, Buffets, the games themselves, cockiail parties and beer-bind “bia
inroduced the women (o what Dean Williams termed “a whirlwind®™ of :
socinl activity.

Pressure for dates was felt on botl sides, and this s where the men contened s
wormen held the firm advantage in numbers, And the women vehemently £
insist that their ostensibly “ideal situation™ was, with same exceptions, an g

1 went to this fraternity party with a freshman,” one woman said, " This jimig
asked me to dance and then said, ‘You're with me now; I'm an upperclassmm, -
[ tokl bim, No way, But there was, and still is, this iclen that all girls had o

and it just isn't true,” she added. “With o | {-1 ratio, where were all Llle-djx

“There were a lot of girls who stayed home Saturday nights.” sitiel e w

“Came on,” argued a male during a “rap session.” “There were guys aawling
all over that dorm. You were just oo stuck up 10 go out.” ]

Nevertheless, the termination of the foothall season hrought the social my
to a quick halt, Goncern for final examinations, the lack of structured
events and the nataral hiatus cansed by cald weather all combined to &
the demise af the novelty ol women on i,

While the novelty may hive diminished, many women still don'e leel bully
integrated ino the Laluyeie community. With 19 fraternities, 1wo social
plus intramueal and intercollegiate athletics, Dean Williams observed,
are many ways for men o move in groups and get together socindly, but
many for women, As a result, many women fecl only tangential to the cam

“When we were freshmen, we were [riendly with many freshnan guys,”™ e
wornan satd. “Then they all joined fraternities, and now we really don's get b

see eacht other”

Fraternities do ollow women to eat some menls in the hoeuses, but the fecling o
alienation from a campus alreacly fragmented by i living groups s & y
for o majority of the woanen

CPean Williams contended, “but they do w

“Women don’t want sororities,”
" Last vear, Dean Wilti

some organizations whewe they can et together,
NIy there a smore Telaxed atmosfdiere ok e prus this viar than last?” )
said “"Yes™ 15 safd “No/ ‘

.
..



“What do you care what people think? ¥ ou call vourselves
liberated," dress like a bunch of construction workers and you're

still afraid to go into a fraternity house.”

there were indeed few places where the women conld gather, “But the
intramural program, inclusling velleyball, baskethall and field hockey, has been
going great guns this vear,” she contended,

“Girds are also meeting in Jenks Hall (the former biology building, now the Art
Bepartment center) and teaching cach other arts and ceafts things,"” she added.

One sophomare woman reconmted how “after lirst semester, girls staried daing
things as girls, Before that, the only time girls gor together was because they were
dating guys who were friends.” Because of implied “competition for guys,” luck
of activities or meeting places, Dein Williams observed that some *cliques”
began to form among the wamen,

A pansfer from an all-female college noted, “Here, girls don't seem to do as
much together, Bat | poess that's really bediise there’s nothing 1o do.”

This argrment is countered by Dean Kissiah, wha stated that “virtually all
significam campus clubs have women particigants. Some wamen developed their
own activities in resiclence halls, sueh as open houses and Hallowe'en parties for
children of the faculty and stafl. But,” he addid, “there are no women-only
clubs yet."

While admitting thar the girls are nov aftorded 1he same social options, men
insist that “there's no reason why these girls, when they felt like it, conldn’t
have gone w some fraternity house.”

“You know me."” one senior tolil & woman during o “rap session.” “Why coukin't
you have juse ealied or come down 1o the house? Gradually, you'd get to know
more guys, and you'd feel more comlortable. 1 ber there's not one house an this
campus where you wouldn't be welcome,” the senior insisted.

Ul feel really uncomfortable.” the woman replied. Another added that peiple
would [eel she was “chasing someone,” A third pointed ot she felt that
“puys would tesent our intrusion ineo teir male world.”

"That's all in your imagination.” the senior contencled. “What do you care
what people think? You call yourselves liberated,' dress like a bunch of
construction warkers, and you're stll alraid 1o go o a featernity house.”

Some men, apparentiy, find little difficulty “intrnding” into the feminine world
of New Dorm and Watson Hall, the other women's dorm. But, as one il said,
"In most cases they just come out of boredom or 4 fack of anything to do, They
just come in, sit down and expect us to entertiin them. They never suggest
anything to do, they just come and sir.”

The pressure of maintuining informal, doy-today interactions has beon somewlat
intensified by o gradual decline of the party weekend as the Nirvianna of the
Lafayette stdent, “With women on campus ull the time.” one senior explained,
"o one weekend is any more special dian another,”

13
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“Party weekends were probably on the way ont anyway,” another senior
“Guys were just getting tived of the whole routine. But the presence o
probably a catalyst, making for a more normal world.”

Although the presence of women may have been partly responsible for de
anticipation of party weekends, the frantic aspect, laving to participate in
many as seven social events in a two-day period, 1s still a canse of discom
large number of students. Women especially appear to resent this helierske
phenomenorn.

“Somewhere along the line,” Dean Williams said, “women would prefer
out in small groups, rather than the large parties. They'd prefer some so
option,”

But students feel o vacuum exists regarding alternatives to boisteraus fie
Dean Williams reported that conples do atend Tlms sponsored by the §
Sociery and Student Government, the Gourd colfechouse and athleric u
cileural events, Nevertheless, both sexes {eel severely limited,

P "o o R
One controversial suggestion {s the “yetwm of the mixer” TIn the light of ¢
amd women on campus in residence, theye might be more social evenis, Su
Marquis mixers, instead of just house parties,” one senior said.

A classmate took a totally opposite view, stating, “T don’t believe structi
social events are conducive to really meeting anyone other than on a nan
Meeting and getting o know others generally oceurs on o much more i
random level, Thank God the mixer is dead,” the student concluded.

Most students (in a poll the vote was 190-68) feel there are “not eno
structured] social events where people can meet each other.”

“What this school needs is some sort of student union,” one senior su (esie
Presemly, the Marquis snack-bar, the facility closest 1o being a student unior
on campus, is a dimlylit room with higl-paneled booths, producing an.
atmosphere more of intimacy than relaxed spontaneity.

There are plans, however, to convert the entire building into a huge campt
center. Until then, students will use the classroom, book stare and likran
grounds for initiating secial friendships.

The lack of an informal gathering place, the low percentage of
closer to 7-1 this year), aned the general size of the College, have ot
students 1o feel stripped of their privacy. “When you're having a relatio
a woman,” one senjor nated, “everyone knows. I feel like 'm living in
fishhowl, and it's & goddamn pain in the ass” B

The feeling of “living in o fishbowl” is probably more appropriate for
women, Even the men sympathize, saying, “This school will never be €o
the muledemale ratio is lowered.” Dean Willinms termed the projected &
as “unrealistic” and hoped “tor & more equitable balanee.™ i

Although reservations exist, most male students find the presence ol
makes for o "more realistic atmosphere.” One faculty member obse

“Campus life seems mote natural, less artificial.” Another averred, “1t
happier place . . . more comfortable. Attitude affected most.”

"The coeds are truly fantastic Luman beings,” said one senior.
the image of girls as pure sex objects, an image held ac Lafayecee, 80
beginning o change.”
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“Last year's women were the ‘frse) * Dean Willinms explains. “This year, i was
just like a regular opening of schoal, In fact, the upperclissmen sity the
froshmen are more ndependent and self-reliant.”

Upperchiss women, frowever, note a lick of slEmity between themselves and the
new girls, “Yeah," a seimor male told o wonman, "Your procions appdecans his Tiewn

npset. You've got conpetition,”

“1 don't think that's it.” she replied, “1t seems w me that the new covds are, Tike
most freshimen, ‘green,’ 1 guess we're like watching them go thioagh many of
the same experiences we once went through.”

The tull impact ol coeducation, socially as well as in other arens, will not Twe
olitainable Toy o fow years 1 contradictons exist in present attitudes and
ahservations, this can in part be attributed to tie maturs] pmbivalendes and
complexities of any social situation, and in part o the relatively shore period
available for evaluation

One thing certain is that there arc now womnich rl the Lafayete cnmpus—<in:
skirts. blouses, dvesses and jeans, The wisitor roturnine after many yesirs' absoniie
may lind the presence a bit discancerting, miy notice a "huge difference.” bur
by and large, he's the only one who will

“Are there enough extracurricular activities i which women may participate?” 32 wome

said Y es)”

Frika Punke ‘78, an auniouncer (n W HLH, i Candace A, Kownel
titeriny iz

car s radio stelion

|G

23 said “No.”
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‘We're Students First, Then Women’

Although avuilable statistics indicate that the women are doing somewhat
better academically than their male counterparts at Lafayette, some of the women

have expressed dissatisfaction with what they feel is a “lmited” number of
cotrses in the areas of their interests,

Dean of Studies Farl A. Pope termed the performance of the school's first
women students “not radically better, but better on the whole™

While asserting that such statistics are not easily available, Dean Pope 1ep
“Their average is a lictde higher than the allschool average, and they have
higher percentage on Dean'’s List. Of coutse, we're only dealing witl one
and the Dean’s List percentage isn't veally that significant.”

In a poll, however, 44 of 75 women responded that they feel theve are not
enough courses in their areas of interest. This complaing was also voiced d
interviews on campus They find the College's ofterings especially lacking !
elementary education, fine arts and, for a small percentage; psychology,

Some women indicated they are contemplating transferving 1o another ¢
because they feel L:a[:l;,'[cttc does not adequately provide for these cone
However, Tew have done so,

Replying to the women's complaints, Dean Pope noted, “As a liber
we have to be sensitive towards our stalfing in order to offer the so

proggram possible. For the moment, some depariments may be mone
than others, but what does this mear in the long run? We have ta owita
the curriculum with integrity,” he added.

“You just can't accommaodate cotrses like that in a small school,” on
explained (o o woman during a "rap session.”” “Youn knew these course
offered when yon applied. Why did you come herer”

“There's no way you can tell what you want when you're in high s
wornan responded. “We're aware of the stractaral) limitations, but
transferring because of them.”

Provost Robert S. Chase, Jr., told an interviewer he has not receis
for more education or art courses, ““We pealized that women

more interested in stadio art, for example, and we did increase
sections to a degree, but it hasn't been a dramatic kind Ot'_ﬂﬂn'ﬂz,' i
really asked for things way out of line, things that we might not h
they would,” he added. ,

As for elementary education, the provost noted, “We have #
considered elementary education. We don't have the secondary §
that we want yet,” he contined, "and to ty now Lo expand—rto er
something el without getting the first thing dome—just docsn’t
the moment.™
Rasically, women seem o be maost interested in the humanities
sciences, with a few leaning towards biology, math and for
still in a period of transition,” Dean Pope explained, Mo
laven't yet had to commit themselves towards a major. W
great deal more discussion in rthe spring when the women
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major,” he said, “After a [ull two years ol coeducation, we'll be in a better
position 1o assess our needs.”

Both Dean Pope and Assistant Dean of Students Suzanne [Mormann Williams
noted, “More interest is shown by wemen in taking their junior vear abroad,
Muny are interested in loreign langoages, politcal science and the experience
of living in ancther counrry,”

The betrer grades recoived by the women have heen attributed in part 10 more
conscientious study hiubits, Members of the calty, Dean Pope and many xmﬂgm,
contend that women put inomore time on o daytoadny basis than the mon,

“Female stucents seem to have more perseverance in the rourine,” one male
senfor said, "while the men se¢m to get challenged by specific prablems, bt
don’t keep up so well in dayaoday assigrimens.” He fuether steed that the
women are “heter pepared academically on entering college.”

Iy o poll T2 of 185 male sewdory Tele the women were no hetier prepared than
the men, But, T af them believed (he wornen stodfed hardoy

It nothing else, this was one area where many men clearly felt threatened by
presence ol women, One senior insisted that he had “frse-hand knowledge n{m
cocel who got a better gracde By crying in o professor’s oflice.”

“The anly thing that really bothered me,” a classmate lnmented, "was that Pee
NUEver seen prnp!u worry more aboat teses, grades, a'al-.m;~ lor extensions, Thtg,
diove me aney,” he continued. "Guys rarely dao that.

A third of the men, Gh ol 185, and of the women, 24 of 75. lelt some coeds w
guiley of “trying to nse their femininity o their advantage in the classroom™

Interestingly enough. only two of 10 professors Tound the wemen
“trying 1o wse femininity for better avades ™

“Professors were moee polite maybe,” said ane waonan, b o easier on g

This "polite” behavior, however, mude women feel uncomtlociable in the
lassroom. * Treat me as a student first and 2 woman second” was a complai
heard olten by Dean Willtams

“Did wonien stadents ey Lo wse thewr femimin uy ta theiy adwentage i thm
classroam?” 63 semior men said “Yes," 120 said “No.* 2¢ women sard “Fes
51 osadd "Not 2 fuculty membery satd C¥Ves," 38 siwdd “Na”
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“We were always made to feel we had to take the woman's point of view,” s
one woman. Poll results showed 59 of 75 women ledt “compelied w0 uphold the
intellectual capubility of women in dassroom discussions with men,”

“Often,” anather woman stated, “we (elt we hd o defend coeds ar Lifay
Another got the impression “some prolessocs are strongly opposed (o wamen
students and make every effort to make this knowen in clases.” Apparently
professors were in the minority, Most said they Iound dassroom discussions
“ar least as lively,” if not “livelier” due to the presence of women.

“There seems (o be a higher than vsual tolerance lor philosophical and
non-vocational ideas, as well as lor a greater variety of personalities,” one
faculty member stated. "The girls will be insistently more creative and
venturesome in their experiments in ideas and forms,” adds another.

Dr. . Mardiall Brown, head of the Psychiology Department, told of a
e offered in the "Psychology of Love™ “We invited several women 1o
discussions,” he said. “Its primarily an upperclss course. But the
women made the guys think differentdy, They added a point of view
wouldn't ger without them.”

A woman whe participated found the discussions “interesting,” and while sh
was glad to be there, 10 offer i feminine viewpoint, she still felt somewha
uncomfortable in being “singled our as a woman, rather than as a stisdent

The feeling of being singled out was especially applicable far one wont: 1
was the only female in o class of 70, “The professor kept making these
jokes, imd every time he did, it seemed like the whole class looked at me,
“Also, they all knew me by name, would greet me with ‘Hi, Soe. and
clidn't know many of them.”

Some women also claimed that professars initially called them “Mister,”
after a few chuckles from the students, put special emphasis on the *&

“You've got to understand.” one male said, “that you've been girls a
but these professers ave probably never taught girls before. You
slip easily into a new system.”

At least one professar agrees somewhat about the difficulty of slippi
new system. He observes that “some of the men are not doing quite
seandemically as they might if their efforts were not 'diluted” by social
Sarpangements” duting the week.”

The “distraction” factor was mentioned by other professors, but few 60
it s factor of any consequence, Several feel, mareover, that the sty bl
women exert some positive mfluences on males,

Just what ultimate impact coeducation will have on the Gollege is d
ascertain at this point. As Dean Pope said, women in Lage nd
declared majors yer, and administrators have not noticed any i

concentration of women in @ specific ared '

But it seems clear ta most observers that Lafayette’s academic guali
sufter as a result of admitting females. Women couritry wide are

attempting to escape the stereotyping ot “mindless bodies.” and are,
numbers, seeking honestly w dulfill themselves in careers.

In that respect, it would seern that Lalayete’s move towards coeducatid
couldn't have come at o mate opporiune Hme




T'he Challenge of Change: One Year Later

Cocducation has atfected every area of the College,
gither directly or indireatly, to varying degrees, Con-
versations with the provest, the director of alumni
alfairs and development, the admissions divector and
the athletic director, as well as several coaches, reveal
what same of that effect hay been,

Provost Robert S, Chase, Jr., the chiel academic officer
of the College under the President, suid he has seen
no evidence of people applying for faculty positions
here “just because we are coed,” “In rerms of our
hiring people, I've not detected o conscions feeling
that because we are coed we shoald have more women
Brondty,” he said. “But the fact is we did hire a gleater
percentage of women in the past two years than we
ever have betore. It's very hard 1o evalate, yeally, but
it 3s possible that our being coeducational has made
those who do the imerviewing, department heads, for
pximple, more amenuble toward looking at the
female candidares, I just don't know,”

In the past two years, the College has hived ten women
faculty miembers. The faculty ineludes 14 women, five
of whom have their doctorates and only two of whom
are part-time. Only one woman, Dr, Clay A, Ketcham,
sssoctate professor of Latin and education, has tenure
She has been here since 1954,

“One of the things we have (o remember.” Dr. Chase
santinued, “is that if one is seeking Ph.D., only about
2% of all docrorates currently being aswarded by
Friduate schools go to women. So that we are not, in
#fiect, dealing with a 50-50 pool of male and female
PID. applicants. And, of those 2097, the numbers
there e highly skewed 1oward such areas as child
evelopment, home economics, education and the

Itk

The enrollment concentration of wamen is heaviest
I the social sciences and humanities, particularly
Setages, Provost Chase said this was expected,
widing, “We als anticipated they would have very
“l'llr: efect on engineering and not much on the
SEENCes, with the exceptions perhaps of biology and
MYchology, and in fact we've been correct.”™

T choices by women students will "prohably not”

W0 1)) College imo decisions abowut Faculty that Dr,

Ase el others had not foreseen. More inportant to
€ thinking about departmental manning level
WNges las been the new curriculum, he nored.

_*‘kL‘d heow Lalayetee has changed as a result ol
Sducation, Dy, Chase said, "1 can't peally document
¥ Specihic kind of chiange. One can see clhunges

which might have come anyway. This past vear, for
mstance, after a number of years, a pretty much
unbroken string of years, of more people wanting to
live off campus, we now have a reversal, More people
wWant Lo oome h.’!tk or (Jll’lpll‘i.

“It woulidl be easy to say that there is a kind of calm
arl pleasant openness of spirit around the campus
that one had not noticed before, and this was because
ol coeducation, but 1 can't really say that it is.
Whether the retwn ol same degree of quietism on the
part of students, politically and otherwise, has any-
thing to do with it, 1 don't know. | understand it's
happening almost everywhere, so iCs hand 1o say, In
ternmns of the general deportment of people, the belief
that all males would suddenly start dressing up and
cleaning up their kinguage and so on, | really don't
think that could be documented.” he added.

Gary A, Evans '57, Vice President for College Rela-
tions and Development, said while attendance at
alumni district club meetings has not changed signifi-
cantly because of coeducation, alumni have a greater
desire to get the student point of view, and not fLest
the point of view of coeds, to help bridge the com-
mumecation and generation gaps, "Women students
have been accepted as part of the Lafayette family,”

hie acdded,

-
-
»
.
=

Twao oul of three women who n'.\;mnrfed to n poll
distiked the “dining arvangement” al the College.
Many, lilhe the studenr péctired abive, cook i the
oy kiteheas.

o
e




In tund raising and development, Fvans said the
attitude seems to be, "It's done, it's history: we're
coed. Now let's get on with the business at hand.
eelncation”

Two years ago, the decision 1o go coeducational
slienated some alumni, Prior to the decision, Fyans
recalled, “we polled the alumni body, but it wis a
nonselective survey and the importance of that Ect
was not pointed out Only 207 replied to a (uestion-
waire: #H7; opposed going coed; 1075 favored it 495
hadd no opinion. 1 anderstand such a nonselective
sampling requires responses from at least 30%, to be
valid. By the same token, we polled 209 of the
stuclent body, but that group was i seientific random
s pling statistically representative of the entire
student body, Over 9097 of them were in favor of
covdeation.

“Iny reporting the findings.” Fvans said, "t appeared
we were saying the apimons ol 2007, of the alumni
were not as signibcant as those ol 209, ol the students.
We were not saying that and did not mean to imply
it, becanse it vertainly is not true.

“interestingly enongh, only ane-thind ol those who
voted were contributers to the College. When twao ol
three do not expresd dremselves, that's not @ very
strong opinion. Many told me they preferred to leave
ihe decisian up to the Board of Trustees anel the
acdministration,” he pointed out

trterest in and suppart of the College is growing, but
Fvans does not know il going coeducational has any-
thing to do with that. Six hundred more alumni con-
tribated to the Antual Fund last year than the vear
helore. He stated thit mest alumni who support the
College contribuste 1o the toral image of the mstitntion,
rather than o any one feet “Coedycation is as much

i vegular part of Lafayette as is our English or
Chemical Engineering department.” he said,

Studies of comparible small coeducational colleges
how that alumui give substantially more than
aluinnae during their litetime. Women's colleges,
however, reveive about fove times as much from
Leguests s do men's colleges, Evans noted.

Few, if any, major henelactars were so alienated by
e College's going coed that they stopped giving.
removed the school from their wills, or disassociated
themselves from i, he said One alumnns wrote that
e had not been giving w the College since his
gracluation, 0 years ago. and threatened to continue
that pracice il the College went coed

Richard W, Haines 60, Director of Admissions, stites
flatly, “If we were not Row cord we wonlkl have
serious admissions problems: there wottld be o sub
stantial decline in the pumber of male applicants and
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their quality, both academic and personal, would
have sultered.”

He said the 26 remaining allmale colleges in the

country fall into four classes: (1) thosc which are:
going coel; (2) those with sister and affiliate schaol
so closely tied with them they ure for all practical
wirposes coed already; {3) military academies; and,
(4) male colleges going out ol business. i

“Lafaverte elearly did not fit into any of those first
three categories,” Haines sadd, 1 we had not gone
coed, we'd he on the fringes of the fourth catego
Now, oup survival chiances are preatly improved

Three vears ago, Haines recalled, " people were s.
ligher education needs alternatives to cocd €ol
e the allmale aned all-femnale colleges provide
need. 1 agree philosoplically with that. but the g
tical realities allow no credence for such i view

I they did, those few remaining all-male schog N
would he in a very strong position. But they're

Lafayette's admissions experience thus far s
gounl, Lie poted. Not as many wormen have apphe
were auticipated, but the quality ot those who ¢
been much higher than expected. “perhaps becanse
women are mare tealistie about where they will
laines reasoned.

“We announced in December, 1068, we were §
coed.” he said. “The Clasy of 1974 had 408 app

o4 of whom we accepted; 122 enrolled, The girl
were clearly stronger tharn men applicants aA
The 207 men applying for 400 spaces ine
they should liave been o strong & oty and
bt not oticeably stronger than those ol prev
male classes”

Last yéar the number of women applicants.
by about 509, (te 588), and this year it §
uing about A0, ahead, As of December 17, 19
Adhmissions Office had |‘n‘mc&.~.cd TR wamet
cants: as of December 17, 1971, it was i

“Quite a number of diuehters of alumi
although in many cases their fathers ap
cation for Lafayette.” Haines noted. There
Aunni danghters enrolled in the Class ob
“4: hree in 73 and one in ‘72 “The gt
are far better qualified than owr second chotee =
Huines sail.

Goiny coed also induce more men 19 4
Applications for the Glass of 78, the Jast
(reshman class, had declined from the p
0679, and Haines helivves the pumber W
dropped further in succeeding years exee
coeducation. Tnstead, an wll-4ime high ol <
applhied for the Class of "74. The nutoher



last year to 2754 men, but most schools reported that
their applications were much farther off, Haines said.

Asked it "enough” women are applying to Lalayette,
Haines was quick to point our, “When vou get the
number you aimed for, and in the first semester 14 of
122 women [reshmen make the Dean's List, that's
enaugh!”

Is Lafayette more selective now because of women?
“Phe addition of girls bas given the class as a whale a
more favorable class rank distribution pattern ard
higher Scholastic Achievement Test seores. They alse
hring o greater variety and depth of personal qualities
to the classes. But, I hesitate to say we are mare selee
tive than we have heen in the past. We do have more
applicants than we would have If we were all-male
and the applicants Tor the spaces are particularcly well
qualified, especially among the women,”

The effect of coeducation on Lafavette is “absolutely

the single most important step the College could have
tken o araer more and betrer students,” Haines
cinnie el

Ol B Kollevoll, Athletic Director and Head of the

Physical Education Department, explained, “Physical

 alucation is not a required course for students, and
we have mixed phys ed classes, just like any other
fourse. So coeducation has not affected us much

- lilterencly than it has other departments.” Tennis,
Jiudo. badminton, golf, swimming and the like are all
- part of the coeducational phys ed courses.

CWe also provide women's intramural and women's
imteveallegiate schedules,” Kollevoll noted,

S for the recruitment of student-athletes, he believes
heing coud has certainly not hurt us at all, As a
MEer of fact, there was some static before that we
‘;l_l;rc' lositig yome students we wanted to schools like
leknell, simply becatse they were coed. So, going
S probably helped ns get some students we
e

Sisions Director Haines agreed, saying, “If any-
w toeducation fas helped by making Lafayette
SEERtactive o prospeces. The reduction in the
"1 of male (reshmen does not affeet recruitment
FIs, the Quality of academic and athletic programs
e admissions and financial aid policies, not
SN Cliss size, are the factors which really deter-
 Whether aihiletes can be eftectively recruited.”

—“‘.Konm'ull Cautioned, "OF caurse, in some sports,
SR, Crioss country, soccer and others, where most
S0 whin participate at the intercolleginte level
Wecifically vecruited as studentathletes, we
‘ ALy pool of available men to choose from
S800d teams, " With 250 women studdents now,

the number of men has gone from about 1,900 o
L7200, Eventually, when the 3-1 ratio of men to women
is achieved, probably by September of 1974, there will
be 1,500 men and 500 women.

I'homas R, Davis, head basketball coach, and William
L. Lawson, swimming coach, also see coeducation as a
positive factor in recruiting, “A majority of students
look ar coeducation as a factor in their social lite,"
Divis said. Neil Putnam, head football coach, agreed
that it helps in recruiting, but added, "Since we are
cutting back the male enrollment, that has to cut
down on the number of potential male athletes. I'm
thinking in particular here of the walk-on athlete, the
ones we do not recruit but who come out and make
the team."

Both Davis aned Poatnam Gned i hard to measare the
elfect since they are new to Lalavetie and coclucation
is new (o the school,

William 1. Douahue, track and cross country coach,
said he cannor substantiate his feeling, bur believes
“we did better before coeducation.” He sees “no
positive correlation between recruiting and coedu-
cation.” One direct effect of oeducation on his pro-
gram, Donaliee said, is that since the girls' athletic
program is expanding, "gymnasinm time is harder to
corme by

But, to one yuestioned thought that was toa big
i price to pay.

Valerie 4. Perko '73 i outlimed against the gym
windows during a pavse 0 a volleyball game.
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The Last Male Bastion—

Women Invade Alumn Gy

Interviewing other students and the woman phys ed instructor, the author became so engrossed i
her story that she tried out for the women's basketball ream—and made it.

By Jean Christoft "74

There can no longer be any deubt
that coeducation is here o stay.
Not only have two classes of
women taken Pardee Hall by
storm, but they have even gone so
far as to invade that last bastion of
muasculine superiority, the gym-
nasivm! Whit else could be ex-
pected? The Lafayette coeds have
made their presence felr in all areas
of campus life, not the least of
which has been the arhletic
program.

After a year's "growing pains,” the
somewhat sporadic schedule ol
women's athletics that prevailed
last year has been replaced with a
widle variery ol acrivities, among
which are seven varsity spoits,
ineramrals and special inrerest
cotrses, such as modern dance,

The greatest expansion has been in
the area of intercollegiate sports.
A women's field hockey team was
organteed this fall, for which 27
coeds tried out. Unfortunately, the
season record did not reflect the
skill and enthusiasm of the players,
Jane Stitzer, ‘74 captain, com-
mented on the disappointing 0-5
record of the team: “We were in-
experienced as a team working
together, Even though we didn’t

Jean Chrivtoff, a Dearn’s List student
from Caldwell, NJ., plany to major in
internarional affairs, Acive i WIRH,
the student radio station: a member of
the women's baskethall teany secretary ol
the [nternational Relations Society; nnd
a wmveher af the Afwsnnl Assovialion's
Long-Range Plansing Committee's
sithcommittee on undergraduate relations,
whe wlso works pari-tivae in the College's
Padliv Informarion and Cammnity
Relurions Office,

win, our standard of hockey was
very high.”

The varsity volleyball ream, which
drew a yesponse (rom 24 coeds, wis
more successiul, as indicared by
their 6-3 record, The other varsity
tenms, basketball, badminton, golf,
swimiming snd tenois will also

play full schedules. The scope of
competition includes the Lehigh
Valley colleges. and also Centenary,
Albright, Kutztown and Prineeton.

The intramural program for
women s not as ambitious as the
intercollegiate one, mostly because
of attitudes nnd interest. Mrs.
Sharvon Mitchell, instructor in
physical education and wainen’s
athletic coordinator, points out,
“Women approach intramurals en-
tirely differently from men. Men
are more competively oriented,
while women enjoy free play much
more. They tend to shy away [rom
competitive mtramurals.”

There was an extremely low turn-
out for volleyball intramurals

!

fafayelte history,

The Lajayette women's ﬁrln‘ Im(kc'y team (in dark tops) ws.
on Fyestoman Field—the first homie wamen's athletio cuent 1

when the women were requested to
sign upy in teams. When Mrs,

Mitchell changed the policy, so
that wormen could just go to the
gymnasium to play, an average of
50 women participated each week
The open gym policy has pros
hie the most sucoessful way o
volve toeds in the athletic p
although Mys, Mitchell would
Lo see even grw:‘m_r pmucnpat an.
by the women

Citing a lack of space as one of o
srohlems, she commented that sh
15 “looking forward to the
1llllcnc facilities so that the
women's program can be ex
ed.” She does feel, :hough. I
excellent job was done in e
anly pruvtdmg for the wo
“athletes.” Mrs. Mitchell |
the future the possibility of
women's crew, fencing and
teams. Crew, she says, conld
both men and womer.

Although there is m!-t!!’t:l;!,c &
intercollegiate and intr
levels the low enrollmen




—‘?)u! of 250 girls, where did

you get so many jocks?™

physical educarion classes is a mar
ter of concern (o the department.
These classes are apen to botly men
and womety, and the emphasis is on
carry-aver sports, such as tennis,
goll and skring, Mrs, Mitchell feels
that it is a well rounded program,
and thit the “ones whe do partici-
pate really benefit from the

prog! am,"”

What do the coeds thinks Flise
Drake 74 is a veteran of women's
athletics at Lafayette, She sees a
Breat improvement over last year
in the scope and organization of
the activities. She is typical of the
participants in thar ghe is [ar-
ficient at several sports, This year
she was involved in hockey and
volleyball and will go our for ten
iy, her [avorite sport, in the
spring. This is not to mention the
warkouts with the crew team,
although she does not intend 1o
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compete in the regular schedule.
Elise's reasons for jeining athletics
are personal. “It's a good wiy to
meet people!™ she says, besides be-
ing good exercise and a lot of fun.
Elise does not look far ward, homw-
ever, to when the all-male varsity
teams may be apen to women, All
women's lib jokes aside, she feels
that men are simply physically
superion this would minimize the
cliallenge posed by 4 woman
pliaver,

Pam Leveille *75 is another avid
sports fan. A member of the
hackey, valleyball and baskethall
teams, she was also the starting
fuarterback on the first Lafayette
"Powder Puff" foothall team
(Which beat Lehigh 3040 . There
is a possibility Pam will man; e
the men'y varsity lacrosse team.
Pam obviously approves of the
athletic program althougly she

Canel retien

——

Coach Shavan Mitehioll (right) and
a wembor of the Grasdiet Ball deem

would like 1o see a lacrosse team
established for women, Another
coed, Lynn Sinclair 74, is in her
second year as fencing team man-
ager ad Denise Moninghall 71 is
president of this vear's Hockey
Clubh.

Denise MeDougald '74, & veteran
of basketball, volleyball and tennis,
also fineds the program satistactory
althaugh she would like to see
more women participate. She en-
joys athletics as “a break from
study—i change of scenery,” Like
Elise, Denise does not anticipate
that varsity teams will yo cocd, The
mean are out to win, she contends,
while the women are more in-
terested in having fun.

And that seems 10 be the end re-
sult of the women's athletic pro-
gram ar Lalayette, The teams may
not Jead the scoring charts, hut
they enjoy themselves in the at-
templ. Alter such an enthusiastic
start, perbups the next few years
will see the rise of women's atl-
leties ta vival the men's progrioms.
As one coach af an appPositg weam
remarked admiringly, “Out of 250
girls, where did you get so many
Jockss*



The Powder Pufl Bowl—
Lafayette 30, Lehigh O

Showing that they don’t think they were
sereencd so much for their academic as
their athletic prowess, Lafayette's
woren students trounced Lehigh's, 30-0,
in the fest of what bhoth teams said they
hope will be an annual “Powder Pulf
Bowl,” a touch football game played at
Lehigh's Taylor Staclium on December 5.

The Latayette women ook the game
seriously and spent three weeks arduous-
ly practicing plays, blocking, passing,
catching, doing calisthenics and running
on Freshman Field, requently until
after dark.

Their victory was revenge of a sort,
sinee the varsity game in the 107th meet-
ing of the rival schools two weeks
earlier had gone to Lehigh, which ad-

mitied coeds for the frst time
in September,

Olfensive stars of the game (or the Lady
Leopards were Pamela Leveille 75,
quarterback, who passed for one toueh-
down; Michelle Boardmman '74, who ran
for three and caught a pass for a fourth
touchidown; and Lindsay Johnston 74,
whio scored on a pass from Debra Daniel
T4 ona lancy haliback option play.
They were coached by Hal Beach '73, a
history major from Haddonfield, N, ].

Fstimates of attendance ran from 600 to
as high as 2,000 spectators. Charging 50
cents a ticket for the charity benefir
game, the girls deared $650, which was
donated to the Lehigh Valley Muleiple
Sclerosis Society.

What's a team without a ieamn picture?
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Guarterhack Pam Lewellle 75
throws deep,
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“Hold thet tine!

Michelle Baurdman '74 on a scoring vun
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THE STUDENT VIEW

Women and the Fraternity System

By Alan McFarland 72

There were those, in 1969, who opposed coeducation
because they felt it would surely number the days of
living groups at Lafayeue. Yet, even belore the
advent of coeducation there had been a noticeable
decline in new membership and a marked increase in
attrition for many living groups. This trend is con-
tinuing, but to atribute these changes o cocducation
is a simplistic and premature analysis.

The presence of women on campus has obviously
increased recruiting pressures on living groups by
reducing the number of potential members ultimately
to about LiG0 men. There are, however, other
developments that have increased, or may soon In-
crease the pressure on living groups. These include
increased attractiveness of College residence halls
because of relaxed social restrictions, and in the future
new residential facilities and possibly even a
cocducational residence hall.

[t may well be that in the light of recent develop-
ments, coeducation not the least of them, we have an
over-abundance of living groups. Some, which have
been flonndering in costly inefficiency for several
years, may wo by the board, Unfortunately, when this
happens there will be, and in some cases already has
been, increased reliance on College resources, through
loans and indirect subsidies, putting anotler strain
on an already burdened bodger

IF we simply stand by and watch for the demise of
living groups. attributing it to coeducation, new
soctil codes, new residence halls or the inevieable
reluctance of the College to commit still move of its
echicational resonrces o living groups, then histary
andd cirenmstances become the villuins,

I eertainly do not endorse such an sttitnde nor an 1
predicting such a dismal Tuture for living BTOUPS,
Such a future implies a static, if not stagnant, living
group system. How then are living groups to deal
with the old and new forces that appear to work
against the living groups system as it exists? Firse,
concerning the problems aeated by coeducation, it is

Al MeFarland iv a psyehology major from Atfanta, Ga.,
presufent of Studens Governnwent and a mepmher af Delta
Kappa Epsilon fratersity,
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not necessary for the living group system ta res
its potential membership to 1,500, Already some
groups have included women in their dining plag
and 1 would expect the male membership of a
Latayette living group to have the collective wi
wit and charm to implement further changes wl

would make membership in the living group
structive 1o coeds as nonaesidents or, eventually,
even as residents, i

OF course, competing with new residence hall
ties will require investment in the physical plant o
the living group 1o make the facilities more
attractive amnd comfortable,

Most importanely, however, living groups will |
begin to see themselves as a system, 3 cooperati
farce in a dynamic environment, They must lear
deal collectively with the new and different ¢k
with which they have been, and will continue &
faced, As long as there is no cooperative effort
strengthen the system and involve it more in
with the life of the College and community,
continue to see 21 private entities, cur off

other and the mainstream of College life, in
cut-throat competition for a steadily declinin

It seems clear oo me that the alumni must
major role if the living groups at Lalayette
remuin o strong and viable force. As alwa
strong undergraduate chapter must rely o
fiancial support from alumni to maint
physical facilities, However, alumni must §
pate actively in the planning and organ
only of their particular undergracduate 1y
but the entire system of living groops.

Stuclents are often limited in
years as undersraduates 1 is muoch easier f
1o see the lving group system in the con
changing social and cultural norms, the
complexion of the College and the d
the living groups by these changes, Lt
sulfer most [rom “institntional lag”
made any systematic effort to keep o
The perspective necessary to close |

the financial support needed to i
chitnges are to be found at least as yod
alurnni as among the undergraduates.






