





The Last Male Bastion—

Women Invade Alumn Gy

Interviewing other students and the woman phys ed instructor, the author became so engrossed i
her story that she tried out for the women's basketball ream—and made it.

By Jean Christoft "74

There can no longer be any deubt
that coeducation is here o stay.
Not only have two classes of
women taken Pardee Hall by
storm, but they have even gone so
far as to invade that last bastion of
muasculine superiority, the gym-
nasivm! Whit else could be ex-
pected? The Lafayette coeds have
made their presence felr in all areas
of campus life, not the least of
which has been the arhletic
program.

After a year's "growing pains,” the
somewhat sporadic schedule ol
women's athletics that prevailed
last year has been replaced with a
widle variery ol acrivities, among
which are seven varsity spoits,
ineramrals and special inrerest
cotrses, such as modern dance,

The greatest expansion has been in
the area of intercollegiate sports.
A women's field hockey team was
organteed this fall, for which 27
coeds tried out. Unfortunately, the
season record did not reflect the
skill and enthusiasm of the players,
Jane Stitzer, ‘74 captain, com-
mented on the disappointing 0-5
record of the team: “We were in-
experienced as a team working
together, Even though we didn’t

Jean Chrivtoff, a Dearn’s List student
from Caldwell, NJ., plany to major in
internarional affairs, Acive i WIRH,
the student radio station: a member of
the women's baskethall teany secretary ol
the [nternational Relations Society; nnd
a wmveher af the Afwsnnl Assovialion's
Long-Range Plansing Committee's
sithcommittee on undergraduate relations,
whe wlso works pari-tivae in the College's
Padliv Informarion and Cammnity
Relurions Office,

win, our standard of hockey was
very high.”

The varsity volleyball ream, which
drew a yesponse (rom 24 coeds, wis
more successiul, as indicared by
their 6-3 record, The other varsity
tenms, basketball, badminton, golf,
swimiming snd tenois will also

play full schedules. The scope of
competition includes the Lehigh
Valley colleges. and also Centenary,
Albright, Kutztown and Prineeton.

The intramural program for
women s not as ambitious as the
intercollegiate one, mostly because
of attitudes nnd interest. Mrs.
Sharvon Mitchell, instructor in
physical education and wainen’s
athletic coordinator, points out,
“Women approach intramurals en-
tirely differently from men. Men
are more competively oriented,
while women enjoy free play much
more. They tend to shy away [rom
competitive mtramurals.”

There was an extremely low turn-
out for volleyball intramurals

!

fafayelte history,

The Lajayette women's ﬁrln‘ Im(kc'y team (in dark tops) ws.
on Fyestoman Field—the first homie wamen's athletio cuent 1

when the women were requested to
sign upy in teams. When Mrs,

Mitchell changed the policy, so
that wormen could just go to the
gymnasium to play, an average of
50 women participated each week
The open gym policy has pros
hie the most sucoessful way o
volve toeds in the athletic p
although Mys, Mitchell would
Lo see even grw:‘m_r pmucnpat an.
by the women

Citing a lack of space as one of o
srohlems, she commented that sh
15 “looking forward to the
1llllcnc facilities so that the
women's program can be ex
ed.” She does feel, :hough. I
excellent job was done in e
anly pruvtdmg for the wo
“athletes.” Mrs. Mitchell |
the future the possibility of
women's crew, fencing and
teams. Crew, she says, conld
both men and womer.

Although there is m!-t!!’t:l;!,c &
intercollegiate and intr
levels the low enrollmen




—‘?)u! of 250 girls, where did

you get so many jocks?™

physical educarion classes is a mar
ter of concern (o the department.
These classes are apen to botly men
and womety, and the emphasis is on
carry-aver sports, such as tennis,
goll and skring, Mrs, Mitchell feels
that it is a well rounded program,
and thit the “ones whe do partici-
pate really benefit from the

prog! am,"”

What do the coeds thinks Flise
Drake 74 is a veteran of women's
athletics at Lafayette, She sees a
Breat improvement over last year
in the scope and organization of
the activities. She is typical of the
participants in thar ghe is [ar-
ficient at several sports, This year
she was involved in hockey and
volleyball and will go our for ten
iy, her [avorite sport, in the
spring. This is not to mention the
warkouts with the crew team,
although she does not intend 1o
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compete in the regular schedule.
Elise's reasons for jeining athletics
are personal. “It's a good wiy to
meet people!™ she says, besides be-
ing good exercise and a lot of fun.
Elise does not look far ward, homw-
ever, to when the all-male varsity
teams may be apen to women, All
women's lib jokes aside, she feels
that men are simply physically
superion this would minimize the
cliallenge posed by 4 woman
pliaver,

Pam Leveille *75 is another avid
sports fan. A member of the
hackey, valleyball and baskethall
teams, she was also the starting
fuarterback on the first Lafayette
"Powder Puff" foothall team
(Which beat Lehigh 3040 . There
is a possibility Pam will man; e
the men'y varsity lacrosse team.
Pam obviously approves of the
athletic program althougly she

Canel retien

——

Coach Shavan Mitehioll (right) and
a wembor of the Grasdiet Ball deem

would like 1o see a lacrosse team
established for women, Another
coed, Lynn Sinclair 74, is in her
second year as fencing team man-
ager ad Denise Moninghall 71 is
president of this vear's Hockey
Clubh.

Denise MeDougald '74, & veteran
of basketball, volleyball and tennis,
also fineds the program satistactory
althaugh she would like to see
more women participate. She en-
joys athletics as “a break from
study—i change of scenery,” Like
Elise, Denise does not anticipate
that varsity teams will yo cocd, The
mean are out to win, she contends,
while the women are more in-
terested in having fun.

And that seems 10 be the end re-
sult of the women's athletic pro-
gram ar Lalayette, The teams may
not Jead the scoring charts, hut
they enjoy themselves in the at-
templ. Alter such an enthusiastic
start, perbups the next few years
will see the rise of women's atl-
leties ta vival the men's progrioms.
As one coach af an appPositg weam
remarked admiringly, “Out of 250
girls, where did you get so many
Jockss*



The Powder Pufl Bowl—
Lafayette 30, Lehigh O

Showing that they don’t think they were
sereencd so much for their academic as
their athletic prowess, Lafayette's
woren students trounced Lehigh's, 30-0,
in the fest of what bhoth teams said they
hope will be an annual “Powder Pulf
Bowl,” a touch football game played at
Lehigh's Taylor Staclium on December 5.

The Latayette women ook the game
seriously and spent three weeks arduous-
ly practicing plays, blocking, passing,
catching, doing calisthenics and running
on Freshman Field, requently until
after dark.

Their victory was revenge of a sort,
sinee the varsity game in the 107th meet-
ing of the rival schools two weeks
earlier had gone to Lehigh, which ad-

mitied coeds for the frst time
in September,

Olfensive stars of the game (or the Lady
Leopards were Pamela Leveille 75,
quarterback, who passed for one toueh-
down; Michelle Boardmman '74, who ran
for three and caught a pass for a fourth
touchidown; and Lindsay Johnston 74,
whio scored on a pass from Debra Daniel
T4 ona lancy haliback option play.
They were coached by Hal Beach '73, a
history major from Haddonfield, N, ].

Fstimates of attendance ran from 600 to
as high as 2,000 spectators. Charging 50
cents a ticket for the charity benefir
game, the girls deared $650, which was
donated to the Lehigh Valley Muleiple
Sclerosis Society.

What's a team without a ieamn picture?
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Guarterhack Pam Lewellle 75
throws deep,
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“Hold thet tine!

Michelle Baurdman '74 on a scoring vun
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THE STUDENT VIEW

Women and the Fraternity System

By Alan McFarland 72

There were those, in 1969, who opposed coeducation
because they felt it would surely number the days of
living groups at Lafayeue. Yet, even belore the
advent of coeducation there had been a noticeable
decline in new membership and a marked increase in
attrition for many living groups. This trend is con-
tinuing, but to atribute these changes o cocducation
is a simplistic and premature analysis.

The presence of women on campus has obviously
increased recruiting pressures on living groups by
reducing the number of potential members ultimately
to about LiG0 men. There are, however, other
developments that have increased, or may soon In-
crease the pressure on living groups. These include
increased attractiveness of College residence halls
because of relaxed social restrictions, and in the future
new residential facilities and possibly even a
cocducational residence hall.

[t may well be that in the light of recent develop-
ments, coeducation not the least of them, we have an
over-abundance of living groups. Some, which have
been flonndering in costly inefficiency for several
years, may wo by the board, Unfortunately, when this
happens there will be, and in some cases already has
been, increased reliance on College resources, through
loans and indirect subsidies, putting anotler strain
on an already burdened bodger

IF we simply stand by and watch for the demise of
living groups. attributing it to coeducation, new
soctil codes, new residence halls or the inevieable
reluctance of the College to commit still move of its
echicational resonrces o living groups, then histary
andd cirenmstances become the villuins,

I eertainly do not endorse such an sttitnde nor an 1
predicting such a dismal Tuture for living BTOUPS,
Such a future implies a static, if not stagnant, living
group system. How then are living groups to deal
with the old and new forces that appear to work
against the living groups system as it exists? Firse,
concerning the problems aeated by coeducation, it is

Al MeFarland iv a psyehology major from Atfanta, Ga.,
presufent of Studens Governnwent and a mepmher af Delta
Kappa Epsilon fratersity,
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not necessary for the living group system ta res
its potential membership to 1,500, Already some
groups have included women in their dining plag
and 1 would expect the male membership of a
Latayette living group to have the collective wi
wit and charm to implement further changes wl

would make membership in the living group
structive 1o coeds as nonaesidents or, eventually,
even as residents, i

OF course, competing with new residence hall
ties will require investment in the physical plant o
the living group 1o make the facilities more
attractive amnd comfortable,

Most importanely, however, living groups will |
begin to see themselves as a system, 3 cooperati
farce in a dynamic environment, They must lear
deal collectively with the new and different ¢k
with which they have been, and will continue &
faced, As long as there is no cooperative effort
strengthen the system and involve it more in
with the life of the College and community,
continue to see 21 private entities, cur off

other and the mainstream of College life, in
cut-throat competition for a steadily declinin

It seems clear oo me that the alumni must
major role if the living groups at Lalayette
remuin o strong and viable force. As alwa
strong undergraduate chapter must rely o
fiancial support from alumni to maint
physical facilities, However, alumni must §
pate actively in the planning and organ
only of their particular undergracduate 1y
but the entire system of living groops.

Stuclents are often limited in
years as undersraduates 1 is muoch easier f
1o see the lving group system in the con
changing social and cultural norms, the
complexion of the College and the d
the living groups by these changes, Lt
sulfer most [rom “institntional lag”
made any systematic effort to keep o
The perspective necessary to close |

the financial support needed to i
chitnges are to be found at least as yod
alurnni as among the undergraduates.






