








Considering Both Alternatives

The following considerations form the basis for studying the desirability and
feasibility of the admission of women at Lafayette now being conducted by
the Committee on Educational Palicy of the board of trustees. Only through
further research can one be confident abiout which statements an each

side are deemed to have the greatest validity,

\ As a private institution amidst o burgeoning system of all purpose public
ustitutions, Lafayette College can be elfective only by offering o distinetive
| alternative and service. [t must offer outstanding opportunity in the academic
area, [t must offer especially luivorable cireamstances for personal growth, The
former requires selectivity of stall and studenis with the inevitable corollary
ol high cost. The latter requires o broadly represencative student body,
curricular and extracurvicela programs thae demand participation and toster
growtl in leadership capability, Ao important ingredient of efficacy is the
identification of individual with insticution and this requires a well-defined
mstitutional pessonality or sense of purpose and status.

Serviee To Sociely ‘
FOR THE ADMISSION OF WOMLEN:

An all-male environment excludes daily growth in capacity to deal with halt
the population of any normal heterosexual environment. It is increasingly

important to offer men opportunity to grow in skill in interacting with women #
because women are playing increasingly important roles as companions and I

partners in muarriage and parenthond as well as colleagues i enterprise and ‘
participants in public altairs.

Latayette should assume the obligation to do what it can to augmen:
opportunity for women seeking education at che higher level, There are |
inadequate apportunities tor qualivy education for women in the geographical |
areas served by Lalayette. A quality college such as Lalayette can play a r
valuable vole in promacing the capacitios of women as wives and mothers and ‘
as participants in our cconomic and public lite. ‘\‘

Furthering the growth of the kind of women who would study at Lafayette l‘]
could constitute a viduable service to society at least equal 1o that which \
would be provided by offering edocation o an equal number of men who |
mighit be added o the current student by, l

FOR REMAINING AN ALL MALE COLLEGE: 1l

Our yociety needs a misture of educational institutions 1o meer the varions l“l
needs, 16 our sociery needs more highly educied women, there are  sufficient
number of other schools which can perform this function. In any case, the ‘
contribution of Latayetie towards these ends would be modest. Becoming a f‘
coed nstiturion might make Lafayete fess distinctive in che total mix of “#
institutions amd therefore, in time lower the ability level of students in l
attendance and diminish the power of institutional personality o augment

the effectiveness of instruction, The admission ol women under any conditions }l
which would lower the capacity to select the highest possible level of male

students and maintain the highet possible level of faculty and weaching and l“
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learning conditions would endanger the most basic contribution Latavette can
make to society in coming years and might indeed endanger its Gipacity
Lo survive,

The Quality Of Our Stndent Body
FOR ADMITTING WOMEN:

Coeducation or coordinare education would improve Lufayette’s abi fity o
Atiract the student it most wants, Through the admission of women we should
be able to recruir higher quality students, During the past three yeurs,
Lafayette has found it difficult to inprove the overall intellectul quadity of our
student body—as measured by their high school records and SAT, scores. The
scote averages would have increased only stightly if we had not shown Bréater
interest in the recruitment of inderprivileged students, The available women
seem 1o be more highly (uadified and the npumber of Guality women seems to
be increasing ar o more rapid rate than the number of euality men.
Furthermaore, the demand among high school stdents for places in colleges
which adimit both men and women seems 1o be increasing, According (o a
Princcton study, abour 80 pereent ol the students in (he upper 4 pereent af
their classes at sclecredd secondary schools Indicate a preterence tor attending
cocducational calleges, but ouly ground 4 percent of the high schiool students
ol similar quality prefer all-male or allfemale colleges. This mukes it even
more likely that a larger number of quality men would be attracted 1o
Lafayette. The gruduation of brighter students should enhance the leputation
of the College since they are more likely to contribute 1o and be successlul

in society,

FOR REMAINING ALL-AMALE:

Lo non elear thar we cauld signilicandy upgrade the Qquality of our stedent
body by admirting women. ‘The more highly qualified women iy choose (o
entoll it other instications whicl have traditionally admitted women ar

at the other schools which haye recently decided 1o be coeducational, that is,
we might not be able 1o compete effectively, Even if more voung men desire to
80 to a college which admits women, there will still be a sufhciently farge
mmber wha will he interesund i an all-male institution sueh as Lafayc(lg:.b
Since dewer and lewer colleges are remaining all-maie fnstituiions, we might he
better off || we attempted o serve the 4 1o 20 percent who might be interesred
ncattending an allmale college. Lven if the el ot queadified male applicants
were snaller, Lafayette should be able to attract enough 1o fill each class.
Finally, we shauld not be overly concerned with getting the brightest student
sitice they do not necessarily contribute the most (o saciety or 1o the College.

The Size Of The College
FOR ADMITTING WOMEN:

The addition of 600 or more women Y ot necessarily alter our status a8 .
stall college. Many colleges considered small wounld siifl have o larger
enrollment (han Lalayette. Intimacy between students and faculty may be
more a function of our student-faculty ratio than it is of our overall size.
Furthermore, since men and women do not compete Lor identity and stath
cvery point, the eventual overall total would ne necessarily alter the
el smallness in every respect.

FOR REMAINING ALLMALE:

Let us remain a small college, 11 we add 600 op mare women, we will lose







degree of the inumacy of a small college. This intimacy which students enjoy
with faculty and with one another may be a more vaiuable element ol the
educational experience than that which can be provided by the addition of
females wo the compus

The Quality Of Academie Life
FOR ADMITTING WOMEN:

Latavette should be able 1o promote higher academic achievement by
acddmitting wornen. Most faculty prefer to teach at coeducational or coordirnte
instittions; therelore, we should be able wo recruit and maintain a higher
cpuality Fuculty, The admission ol worgent could strengthen some ol ou
academic programs, such as the languages and the fine arts, yet there shonld
he no adverse elfects upon our present programs, Mixed classes tend 1o be
more lively and interesting, The unigue perspectives of women would enhance
everyone's education in such fields as literwture, religion, philosophy,

undl socialogy.

FOR REMAINING ALIL-MALLE:

Lalayette might better promate logh academic achievement it it stayed all-male.
Graduates olten do best if they mre msociated with an institution which has
a special personality, Lalayette can probably recruit and maintain o quality
faculty whether women are admitied or not, The admission of women could
adversely aftect the strength of our engineering and science programs. Same
departments, such as English, could become primarily women's departments.
Wihiether mixed classes are more lively is questionable; many males might be
sble 1o learn better inoan allmale environment. In most classes women might
merely provide an additional point of view in the discussion rather than @
ditterent point of view which would be educationally beneheial.
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As a result of the admission ol women social soeains mighe be heightened
rather than diminished thus creating new social problems, The quality of

some extrneurricular activitdes might decline since the presence of women
coald be a distraction, It may be that the same propartion of men would
still feave the campus on wickends
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The Quality Of Exuacurricolar Life
FOR ADNULT TING WOMEN:
Programmed extracurriculir activities, such os College lectures, cliurch
services, the newspaper, the theatre, and the orchestra would stir greater
student interest il women were admitted. The presence of women would
probably provide o more nattral atmosphere for social adjustment. Perlups
more men would stay oo campus oo weekends thus enhancing community
\]nirir.
] .
; FOR REMAINING ALL-MALE:
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