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Summer research experience, Butler research group
This summer, the Butler research group will work with a population of free-living house sparrows at the Metzgar Fields Complex. We will investigate a series of interrelated questions, including:
-Why do birds put trash in their nests? Would they use feathers instead if given the chance?
-How does the amount of trash or feathers in a nest affect how nestlings develop?
-Do the types and amounts of nest materials affect the thermal properties of the nest?
-How does the nest environment affect nestling survival?

To answer these questions, Mike and several students will take advantage of an existing nest box colony at Metzgar, where multiple species of birds build nests, lay eggs, and raise young. We will provide access to different nesting materials, and track which materials are used in which nests. We will weigh eggs and collect size measurements from young nestlings. When nestlings are nearly fully grown, we will measure them again, give them bands for long-term tracking, and collect a small blood sample. We will also perform other tasks related to the project, including entering data and preparing supplies. We will collect this data throughout the summer; individuals will rotate days off so that we are able to collect data daily, even on holidays and weekends. Field work is sometimes hot and sometimes cold, sometimes dry and sometimes wet – so be prepared to spend time in the elements! You will receive on-campus housing and be paid for 10 weeks at the Excel rate aligned with your class year. This work is supported by the National Science Foundation, and those individuals who succeed in this work will be given further opportunities to engage in the process of science (e.g., presenting findings at international conferences). If you are interested in applying for this position, please provide the information requested below and email it as an attachment it to Professor Mike Butler (butlermw@lafayette.edu) by Thursday, February 26th. This information will form the basis for a subsequent in-person interview with Professor Butler. 

Please write 100-200 words regarding why you’re interested in this position. 








Please list any known summer plans (e.g., dates when you cannot be in Easton):




Do you have a valid driver’s license (helpful, but not strictly required)?


Do you have personal access to a vehicle (definitely not required; students who pass the College’s driving test can use the Biology Department’s van)?


Field work involves lots of time outside, carrying objects, climbing ladders, getting dirty, being in the sun, and delicately handling small objects, sometimes for hours at a time. Please write a sentence or two regarding your experience (if any) with similar tasks.





In a couple of sentences, what’s your favorite animal, and why?
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