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Are You Comfortable in Kirby Hall? 

By Nangula Shejavali '06 

W alking into Kirby Hall, you with his own included the building of this 
may only think of it as a particular structure bearing his name. It 
building for instruction. You would serve us well to know exactly what 

migh t view it as a kind of education was 
site for a library, or a intended with the 
hot venue for construction of this 
politically oriented --- building back in 1929. 
brown bags. Yet, A building, which at 
when one steps the cost of $590 000, 
inside what has been was declared the 
described as "a finestbuilding at the 
physical realization height of the Great De­
of Fred Kirby's pression2• There is no 
belief in American better place to find this 
Constitutional law answer than on the 
and in the capitalist plaque that graces the 
system,"l you can't lobby, explicitly declar­
help but question: ing these intentions 
did the man that (see insert) . 
conceived this 
structure have a Some have 
certain type of called for the removal 
student in mind for of this plaque, translat­
its use? ing its message to mean 


that "Rich white An­

In fact, before 
 glo-Saxon Protestant 

you even set foot men rule the world and 
inside this should forever."3 Oth­
undoubtedly ers have defended its 
remarkable piece of presence even today, 
architecture, you are -----------', saying that its exis-

PllOtographjrolll Special Collectiolls alld College Archives Photograph Collection 
conironted with the tence should serve as a 
bold statement, "Is it not lawful for me to do symbol on which to "reflect on the struggle 
what I will with mine own." Well, surely, of women and minorities, (to) appreciate the 
would that not depend on what one believes progress we've made, and realize there is 
is his own? And if 'mine own' means 'my still much to be done."4 
money' - as many have speculated - then 
would that not depend on how this money is But whether we call for its removal or its 
spent?" 

For Mr. Kirby, doing what he would , 
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