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The Association Of Black

[There has been some confusion
over the demands of the Assecia-
tion of Black Collegians. Because
of this, The Lafayette is printing
the text of the manifesto in tolo,
—Ed.}

The Black Man in America has
come to realize that for his sur-
vival he must maintain his black
identity and move onto a path of
self-determimation, He has also
realized that racism (n this so-
ciety has become more blatant
and its manifestations more hos-
tile, Lafayerte College, a part of
this soclety, has renounced ft=
responsibility te humanity. The
Black Man has been effecrively
excluded from the curriculum, the
administration, the faculty, and,
in a real sense, the student body.
Therefore, it has become neces-
gary for the black students of
Lafayette College to take the in-
itiative by offering positive al-
ternatives and hope to America
for itz preservation. We, the As-
sociation of Black Collegians, rac-
ognize our responsibility and are
forced of consclence to present
these demands thar will hopefully
begin the end of this inhumanity.
In order tr clarify the goals and
purposes of our demands, wehere-
by issue this manifesro,

1. More Black Studants,

The Black Man must be able
to take a more effective and in-
fluential part in the communities
in which he resides. In order to
accomplish this, he must be e-
quipped with the skills, know-
ledges, and capacities necessary
for him to survive in this sociery,
For this reason, we demand that
recruitment concentration be pla-

ced upon urban areas, such as:
Mew York City, Newarh, Trentorn,
Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Pims-
burgh, Cincipatt, Cleveland, De-
trolt, Chicago and others. We de-
mand that partleular emphasis be
placed on enrolling black students
from so - called disadvantaged
backgrounds, Lafayerte College
should also affiliate itsell with
the numerous programs and agen=-
cles that train and refer these
black students to differemt col-
leges, In additlon Lafayeme Col-
lege should seek out black stu-
dems who reside in Easton and
the Lehigh Valley.

In recognizing the deprived
bachkgrounds of some students,
compensatory and remedial pro-
grams need to be established to
raise their academic level to a
poimt where they could effectively
participate and compete in the
Lafayette academic environment.
Lighter and more flexible course
loads should be considered along
with the freedom of finishing their
undergraduate program in a rtime
span that {s more suitable to thelr
needs, These students should be
assigned sensitive and responsive
advisors and counselors who would
be able to aid thembeforeand dur-
ing their matriculation. We do not
feel that any black student should
be graduated from this (nstiturion
if he or she has not received a
full and relevam education and
met the requirements for grad-
uation from Lafayette College,

2. Black Studies Programs.

The racism and prejudice of
this country has beenbuilt on sheer
ignorance and perpetuated by one=

sided teaching of history, social
sciences, literature, and all other
areas of academic endeavor. A
realistle education can correct
much of this misrepresentation and
orission of fact, We demand that
Lafayette College take up irs re-
sponsibility by providing & truly
significant education. We demand
the expansion of the present eur-
ricalum 1o include studies of the
Black Man's experience in all as-
pects and areas Inorder that know-
ledge of the true Black Man might
erase this insipld {gnorance, Cour-
ses should be established o ex-
plore the African Heritage, the
Black Man's literature, drama,
poetry, history, music, art amd
the problems facing him [n this
racist environment, It is neces-
gary that the Black Man take his
proper place in history and ex-
ercise his proper role in the so-
clety. We further desnand the re-
vizion of the entire curriculum of
the the college to eliminate the
racizm Inherent in it. Thisapplies
in particular to the area of history.
We no longer want to see West-
ern Civilizadon presented as the
only *elvilization' In the modern
world, There can no longer be the
exclusion of four - fifths of
the world's population because they
are not white. Inorder roeliminate
much of the racism inthis courtry,
the educational systermn must show
that there is more to the world
than the United States and West-
ern Europe., Lafayette College
must assume (s responsibility by
correcting its currlculum and
creating a new white mentality.

3, More Black Faculty Members

and Black Administrators.

Collegians’ Demands

In studying the past history
of Amerlea, we as Black People
have found that White America,
on the whole, has denied our
legitimate needs and aspi rations,
it must be realized that Black
People know what they themselves
need and want. What wWhite Amer-
jca has given us in the past has
not necessarily been for our bene-
fit. For these reasons we demand
that Lafayette College secure
Black Faculty Members and Black
Administrators on a full-time ba-
sis in order to effectively putthese
demands into operation and to make
the Faculty and Administration
more responsive to the needs of
ite black stdents, Exposure to
black faculty members and black
administrators would be a reward-
ing experience not just for black
stdents but for administrators,
faculty members, and the student

body as well. One of the (rmedigy
steps to be taken [z the

ing of the present black staff
full-time status, Lafayete
could also consider sponsor| in
own black graduates throughgras.
uate school In return of them teash.
ing here for a few years,

4. A Black House,

One of the primary reasons g
has prevented black studenty fran
having a wholesome and
rewarding experience at
College has been the absenes o
social and cultural outlets, T
black student is plunged onp e
Lafayette College campus, Trs
ditionally modelled on 3
white world, and is left with m
opportunity to stabilize his sedsl
being and identity, This I whyw
demand a cultural center thatwoud
manifest the Black Experisne |
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BLACK COLLEGIANS' DEMANDS

Continued from page 6

Black House would be a place for
black students to scolalize, fra-
ternize and experience communiry.
It would be a basis for unificarion
and solidarity for black students.
It would serve as a mesting place
for both blacks amd whites who
wish to partake in meaningful dia-
logue of common concerns and
issues, A Black House would add
an alternative to the limited chol-
ces of residence which are pre-
sently open to black students. A
BElack House would pro-
vide central location where all
interested college students and
faculty members could participate
in semimar programs, These pro=-
grams would coneern themselves
with different aspects of the Black
Man's experience, history and eul-
ture. It would also provide these
services o the commurity of Eas-
ton and particularly to the black
youth of Easton and vicirity.
5. The end or nevtralization of the
effects of racism on this campus.
All of our previous demands
have been simed at the Lafayette
College Community collectively.
This final demand ls aimed at
each individual of this commurity.
Each Individuoal must perscnally

gssume the responsibility of e-
valuating his own raclsm and neu-
tralizing its effects on this cam-
pus. Then he should ald others
in dolng the same. This is one
realistic approach to the end of
racism, All of America must be
able o recognize ite racism and
only then can we proceed 1o erase
these extremely primitive at-
tindes and to solve the problems

it presents,

1 the end of racism cannot
he achieved, Its effects can be
neutralized by the instinmion of
the above demands. The maincon-
cept of racism essentially revalves
around the ideas of Lnferiority and
superiority, a body or ethnic group
projecting the idea of superioricy
on themselves, The inferfority -
superiority concept feeds on ig-
norance. Ignorance supposedly
may be cbliterated by education,

which s achleved by exposure. The
inetitution of our demands will,
in effect, expose the Lafayette
Community to the black culture and
its achievememnts, thereby educat-
ing the college community, This
education will ultimately remove
the idea of Inferiority applied to
the oppressed and hopefully re-
move the idea of superiority from
the oppressor, it [s possible to
neutralize the effects of racsim

—

ll:J'-'oll.linE the former Eroup, The
oppressed will now realize gy
they too have a gresm cilbury)
heritage, profound history anf
significant role in the socelty of
which they are a part,

Our demands cannot and wij
not be minimized. The only thip
we will negotiate are the ajwp
nate solutions that will make o
demands immediare realites,




