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today is past and what of it 

what the hell of it 

so it is gone 

have tomorrow to live for 

shall i bask in history and antiquity 

for what purpose 

will i recover anything that was lost in yesterday 

today is of no use when it is gone 

now is the time to live for tomorrow is for dreamers 

is there time for dreaming 

hell 

time is wasted then when time is spent dreaming 

every moment carries with it the essence of a lifetime 

live fool live 

life is reality and reality is now 

wait for tomorrow and tomorrow will be gone 

yesterday is gone 

today is here and now it is gone 

what the hell of it 

live fool live 

live now 

Gerald Coleman 
December 18 , 1968 
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This day brings forth nothing and nothing shall I reap 

Yesterday there was no harvest nor a grain of hope 

Tomorrow is bleak but yet remains a ray of promise 

Where do I turn for I am but a raisin in the grass 

Do I stubbornly accept my fate of mediocrity 

Am I doomed to oblivion 

Shall I forever wander seeking my destiny 

Is my destiny lurking on the far side of the horizon 

Does it spell success and happiness for me 

How do I get there--which road do I take 

Where do I turn for I am but a raisin in the grass 

Or is my destiny facing me head on 

A sight of ugliness and d~spair and hopelessness 

Empty dreams and busted dreams 

Where do I turn for I am but a raisin in the grass 

January 4-5, 1969 

Gerald Coleman 
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"Uncle Tom's Alive and Still Kickin'" 

Brother Larry Lennon 

The spirit of Uncle Tom just refuses to die . He's still 
around to make sure that his own brothers do not get their just 
due. Recently , Brother Roy Wilkins has attacked black students 
who attempt to achieve the legitimate aspirations of black 
people. Brother Roy implies that he knows what's good for black 
folk , and he has proven he knows what to say to white folk so 
that them contributions keep coming into the N.A.A.C.P. Who 
is he really trying to jive. Wilkins has denounced autonomous 
black study programs and departments, and separate dormitories 
for black students as segregation allover again. He sounds like 
he really believes it, too. Even the Man believes it, but he has an 
excuse; he's the one who has to ease his conscience. What's 
brother Roy's excuse? We all know that segregation was forced 
upon us whether we wanted it or not . Black separatism, as Mr. 
Wilkins refer to it, is in no way similar to segregation. (An 
article on what Black Separatism really is will be published at 
a later date.) This so- called black separatism is by choice in 
all spheres and by necessity in most of them. It involves being 
and thinking black as opposed to white; for to think white is to 
think anti-black, in accordance with that great white American 
tradition . Black people must have an awareness and knowledge 
of themselves. We can never be allowed to think for ' one moment 
that we can assimilate ourselves into the mainstream of this 
country as long as racism exists here. Although some may white­
wash their mind of this reality, they can never whitewash their 
skin and that is the illogical barrier blocking the black man 
from full assimilation into the mainstream of this racist society . 

Brother Warner B. Wims, President of the Black Caucus 
at Union Theological Seminary, says that Wilkins' attacks on\-f:he 
black students "indicates his lack of faith in the black man's 
ability and his erroneous presupposition that separation and dis­
crimination are inherently evil." Wims also said in his letter 
to the New York Times that "those universities w'itn certain 
departments , and facilities reinforce the black students' deter­
mination to get a significant education." 

Tom Wicker, in an editorial on "BlackSt~pies an~ Black 
Students" in the New York Times, says , "A black studies program 
will be fully useful only if it has, in addition to its educa­
tional purposes , the broadly social function of helping black 
students toward what Hamilton (Charles V. ) has called "a firm 
base of self-awareness and identity"; and that can hardly be 
achieved unless the black stUdents believe in the program and 
its relevance to their lives . That is why black students not 
only need, but are going to have to be given, a stronger voice 
in the Harvard program and those that other schools may be plan­
ning, than students normally ask for or get." (Lafayette, take 
heed. ) 
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When the University of Detroit turned over to 45 black 
students an entire floor of a dormitory, Dean of Students, 
Frederick Shadrick said he approved of the agreement because 
"it is terribly important for black students to know that he 
has an opportunity to change his own destiny." Dean Shadrick 
added, "We have to realize there is a black community and a 
black culture . If we in the white community insist they do 
things our way it will only enhance the problem." 

But Mr . Wilkins doesn't realize any of this . He has 
gone so far into his own bag as to say that N.A.A.C.P . legal 
resources might be used in an attempt to get a court ruling 
against the black students. Brother Roy Innis, national di­
rector of CORE, has said, "If Wilkins can use funds supposedly 
earmarked for black people to fight against those same people, 
then CORE will commit its resources to defend and safeguard 
the students in their demands." 

It is true, as brother Roy Innis pointed out in a recent 
article, that Wilkins and the N.A.A.C.P. were forerunners in 
the Civil Rights movement but that is past history. That 
was but one battle of the war on racism entrenched in this 
country. It is time for new battles and new attacks. It is 
time for Brother Roy Wilkins to retire and past the torch to 
those who are young, strong, and intelligent enough to carry it. 
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Unity, pride and identity are three words which have 
recently become a part of the Black man ' s vocabulary . . Never 
before in our history have three such simple words carried 
such a powerful impact and message and meant so much to any 
one group of people . These words must remain the nucleu~ of 
our every thought and action as we fight and stru~gle in our 
movement for our very existence. I view the initiation of this 
newsletter , The Black Voice, as a vehicle through which we 
can unite our local collegiate brothers and sisters, giving 
them identity and pride in their blackness and culture. 

Ultimately , however, the fifteen brothers, who feeling 
the emptiness of a . lrfe 'qn our campus without unity and organ­
ized The Association of Black Collegians, must receive the 
highest commendations. For they are learning to work and deal 
with a system that was structured to exclude them. Their de­
mands will be heard , their needs fulfilled and their wishes 
carried out. Fortunately they were germinated in a fertile 
environment. An environment where the bright warm rays of 
understanding have lifted the mist of doubt and suspicion 
which has shrouded our community for centuries. 

As a group, however, you must grow in numbers , intent 
and understanding. You must leave the doors open for those 
white brothers and sisters who feel a need to be a part of 
your movement, for they too have, in many instances, come from 
disadvantaged backgrounds . Their backgrounds may have been 
void of "Blackness" and they now realize that they can not 
relate nor do they understand us as a group of people . They 
have been "whitewashed". Their consciences are being whipped 
by lies perpetuated by their fathers and grandfathers and when 
we see them offering their hands we must extend ours so that 
together we can bludgeon the evils of racism whenever and wher­
ever it shows itself . I give full support to the Association 
in your many endeavors to fill the void in .your present exis­
tance . so that · you~ college experience will be a more rewarding 
one. I am certain you have full support of the faculty and 
administration . Do not h~sitate to use it. Ultimately, your 
experience at this or any other institution is going to be 
measured by your success and your failures; you will experience 
both. However, "be not weary in well doing for i.n due season 
you shall reap if you faint not" . 

David A. Portlock 
Consultant to the 
Dean of Students 
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IIWhat contributions can white youth, especially students, 
who are disgusted with racism in this society, make to the 
black struggle for freedom?" 

IIwhites who are sincere don" t accomplish anything by 
joining Negro organizations and making them integrated . 
Whites who are sincere should organize among , themselves and 
figure out some strategy to break down the prejudice that 
exists in white communities. This is where they can function 
more intelligently and more effectively, in the white com­
munity itself, and this has never been done. 1I 

Malcolm X 


