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MAN'S INHUMANITY

s the barbed arrow sank into her flesh, Flo lurched
- and staggered, clinging to the branch. Flint clung to her,

screaming in fright, and the blood from his mother's wound
slowly dropped down onto his face. As I watched, unable to
move, unable to call out, Flo put a hand to her side and stared as
if in disbelief at the blood. Then, in slow motion she fell — down,
down, down .. . Flint, like a limpet, still clung to her dying body
and they hit the ground together with a sickening thud.

As the grinning human mask approached, white teeth gleam
ing in ebony face, Flo gave one final convulsive heave and then
was still. Screaming, fighting, biting, Flint was pushed into the
dank, evil-smelling sack, down, down, down. Yet even in the
darkness I could see the black shadow of the man ...

I woke in a cold sweat with the blanket over my face. So vivid
was the nightmare that I could not sleep again. Yes — a nightmare.
But it does happen, over and over, in parts of West and Central
Africa. In many areas chimpanzee flesh is a much prized delicacy
and there are horrifying tales of infant chimps tied up beside the
sliced-up bodies of their mothers in the meat market, on sale for
fattening and future consumption by the protein-starved Afri
cans. Also, chimpanzee infants are in great demand by the medi
cal research laboratories of Europe and the United States and,
God forgive us, this is the way we capture them, too —by shoot-
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ing their mothers. How many mothers must creep away through
the dense upper canopy of the forest mortally wounded and die
later so that their doomed infants are orphaned? How many ba
bies that survive both the shot and the crash to the ground must
die within the first few days of capture, shattered and desolate?
I estimate that for every live infant that arrives in the Western
world an average of six others have lost their lives.

There is another shadow that is spreading over the chim
panzee today: with the spread of agriculture and forestry, the
habitat as well as the life of the chimpanzee is threatened. For
ests are cleared to make way for cultivation and food trees are
poisoned to leave more space for better timber trees. Moreover,
since chimps are susceptible to all the infectious diseases of man,
wherever their populations are near new human settlements the
apes are endangered by epidemics.

Fortunately, some people are waking to the dangers threat
ening chimpanzees in the wild. The enlightened governments
of Uganda and Tanzania offer protection to their chimpanzee
populations, and a recent international conservation meeting
agreed to put these apes on their list of endangered species need
ing protection. Programs are being set up in order that chim
panzees needed for research can be bred in captivity, and if large
and successful colonies can be established for this purpose it will
do much to relieve the constant drain on wild populations. The
chimpanzee is only one of the many species threatened with ex
tinction in the wild; but he is, after all, our closest living relative
and it would be tragic if when our grandchildren are grown the
chimpanzee exists only in the zoo and the laboratory —a fright
ening thought, since for the most part the chimpanzee in captiv
ity is very different from the magnificent creature we know so
well in the wild.

Many zoos today are beginning to display their chimpanzees
in groups in fairly spacious enclosures, although there are still
many apes imprisoned in the old-fashioned concrete and barred






