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draw up an intelligible report; the most is 1o
discover men that have ability in writing and
to show them how best to cultivate it

-

EDUCATION IN THE PERSIAN CAPITAL.
THEﬂm:rhnHi;hS:lmlﬂ in Teheran

was opened in 1887 as a boarding and
day school for boys. The first vear there
were only about thirty boys enrolled and
many of these were attracted by the practically
free board, tuition and books. As the edueca-
tional advantages became more appreciated
and the numbers increased the material in-
ducements were withdrmwn., In 1894 the
boarding department was closed for lack of
funds and since that time it has been con-
ducted as a day school, corresponding in
grade to a preparatory school in America.
Books which were sold at a reduction or
supplicd free of cost are now sold at a profit
and the pupils buy about $1o000.00 worth a
year. No inducements whatever are offered
to the pupils except a thorough education
for which all who are able are required to pay
more than is charged in their own schools
which have been modeled after ours and are sup-
posed to be up-to-date in their methods, While
the Persinn schools charge $1.00 for primary and
$1.50 for higher grades we charge $1.50 and
$200. This charge of fifty cents per month
extra is a very effective way of impressing
upon them that ours is the best school in the
city. They do appreciate it and referring
to our school they say:" The Americans have
s factory where they manufacture men.™
Men are needed so they send their sons to us.
In the early years of the school's history
the attendance was almost wholly from the
non-Moslem populations, 4. e, from the
Armenians, Jews and Zorcastrians. For
while the government of our schools was bene-
ficial to these they did not propose that the
<hildren of the faithful should be brought up
in a Christian school. The first Persian boy
who entered about twelve years ago did so
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by getting a special letter from the Prime
Minister, After a few had entered in this
way their attendance was taken as a precedent
by others and more began to come, but the
increase was slow and it was only five years
ago that there was a real advance both in the
number and the class of pupils. Up to that
time those attending the school were ex-
ceptions rather than the rule. The majority
of them were young men who came to'get a
smattering of English rather than a thorough
education, but about that time children of
ten to twelve years of age began to come in
numbers, The following wyear it became
necessary to open a primary department for
Moslems, Of the 230 last year attending the
school 128 are Moslems and the only limit to
the expansion of the work is the limit set by
our inability to supply the demand for a
higher education.

The supreme need of Persia is a good college
with literary, scientific and medical course.
The Persians recognize the need and are
making an effort to supply it in their Im-
perial University. Last wear they brought
out five French professors to man it. What
that institution amounts to was well sum-
marized by one of these professors who in
reply to my inguiries as to its welfare replied:
0 it is half a pity and half a farce.” Even
if they could furnish the mental education
desired they cannot supply the moral stand-
ards and ideals of life and build character
requisite for the regeneration of the country.
We can and do.

What we are doing is not being done in a
comer. Sometime ago when I was calling
upon the Prime Minister he remarked to me,
with a knowing twinkle in his eye, that he
kept himself informed about the school and
knew that we were doing good work, and in
the name of the Persian people expressed
his appreciation and gratitude for the work

we were doing.
An intellipent quick-witted people are

struggling wupward toward constitutional



THE LAFAYETTE.

government and free institutions, Unaided,
they are doomed to stumble and fall. Now
is the time to lend a hand. This proclamation
of a constitution in Persia is a eall to the men
of Lafayette to advance in the work in which
for years they have had a part.
Jornax, ‘g5,
L o)
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Gradings for the Freshman Oratorical Cou-

test begin January jo, 1907.
-

OF INTEREST TO TECHNICALS.
Aﬂldditiuntnth:{:nlkgcl.ihuy of
_ special interest to all technical students
has been made in the form of an index of the
Engineering Magurines now taken by the
Library. It covers all technical periodicals
from 1901-'05 inclusive, and has some 43,000
references.

Those who desire to get up themes of an
engincering nature will find this work in-
wvaluable. While this work only covers the
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years from 1g901-'os, the Library authorities
expect before long to obtain full volumes of
the perindicals, also indexes for same.
-
JAMES BEVERIDGE LEE TO SPEAK.
AMES Beveridge Lee, of Chicago, IIL,
well-known as a speaker to students,
will visit the college Sunday, January the
a7th. Mr. Lee will speak in the chapel in the
morning and in the evening in Brainerd Hall
at the regular V. M. C. A. service. Mr. Lee
is a graduate of Hamilton College of the class
of "86. While in college Mr. Lee was a well-
known athlete as well as graduating with
honors. For the past year he has spent
almost his entire time in college work, and
comes Lo the men of Lafayette with a message
that will be of interest and help to all who
hear him. Plan to attend both of these
services.
-
AROUND THE CAMPUS,
LAST Sunday Dr. Charles R. Erdman, of
Princeton Theological Seminary, occupied
the chapel pulpit. He preached a simple,
straightforward sermon from John 1:43-51.

The preacher for next Sunday is Rev. J.
Beveridge Lee, of Chicago, 1llinois,

Thursday, January 3jist, being the day of
prayer for colleges, the services in chapel that
morning will be conducted by Rev, W. Beatty
Jennings, of Germantown, Pa.

The Deutscher Verein will hold its bi-
monthly meeting Friday evening, January
25th, in Brainerd Hall at 7 o'clock. Mr, Hunt

The inter-fraternity and class bowling
matches are being rolled off with great interest.
Several of the teams are well matched, and it is
difficult to pick the winner. Individual work
on the alleys is excellent. The three high
men are Snyder, 'o7, 221; Peters, "o8, 221;
Wight, 'o8, 220,



