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Dear Mpther;-

The School year draws near to a c¢lose,one more week and
our examinations begin. The graduating class has already finighed
their exams and are getting ready for the exercieses next Friday morn-
ing. The Girl's School has had their Commencement. PBecause several
of the American Te.chers_are due to leave on their furloughs this
year and they wanted %o get away imme diately at the end of school ex-
~ aminations they had their Commencement early and got it or er with,

Mies Pomeroy is leaving in another three or four weeks;her three
years are finished. Teddy will miss lBr a great deal because she was
just about Teddy s age and came here a great deal. She is an awfully
jolly person and has begn a llittle too popular with the men to suit
the dignity of some of the missionaries hut I rather imagine that they
will repenf, after she Im 8 gone and wigh that they Iis @ more¢ with the
life that she has.

Miss Young is leaving for home to-morrow morning. She
is one of the regular missionaries in the Girls School and with her
going there is a bEg question mark in the minds of all of us. You
will recall that she became engaged to our Mr.Yuung.althnugh she is
ten years his senior. We would have breathed easier had they been
married before returning to America but they are both returning,she
now and Young a month from now,and will not sec one aother for sev-
eral months. They meet in Burope before they g t home,although I do
not ¥now what their plans are. At any rate the thing that puzzles
and perplexes us is just what Young will do when he gets to America
with nis own family and friends,with his fimily dead apainst the match
anyway and his friends all so much younger than his Tiancee'. If he
can stand the gaff,all wvery well and good,but if he does not 1t will
about finish Charlotte,hecause she is not the one to recover quieckly
from such a thing. Mentally she 1s not built for such recéoveries and
with her age 1t is unlikely that she will become engaged ageain.

The third one which the Girls School is losingris M¥iss
Me™enry, the principal. Her furlogu is also due but instead of taking
her furlough she is marrying Dr.Schuler,our widowed evangelist. You
may have heard of Dr.Schuler's matrimonddl ventures;there have ondy
been two as far as I know,but they have been varied., The First M¥rs,
St ul r was 26 years his senior. hey were married when he was about
25 yea-s of age,out her in Persia, One qf the older m3ssionaries told
us of the affair,how Schuler met “iss “Yale in Hamadan and how the
Teheran people were electrified to receivek a letter shortly after-
wards to the effeet that Mr.Scghuler and Miss Yale were in love with
another and felt that it was Yod's Will for them to get married. This
particular missionary sagely remarked at that time that he thought
God had said his last word on the matter when Yr.Schuler was bought
into the Yorld 26 years after “iss CGale. Well Mrs.Schuler died about
five years ago,when she was about 80 and herhushand just passed 50,

He ig not at all grey and inclined to look younger than ke is,while
they say that " rs.Schuler was very old and feeble for the last five
or ten years of her life. I marvel that the man was able to make such
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a go of it,but he did. Since “rs.Schuler's death his thoughts and
attentions have turned toward Miss ¥cHenry,about as many years his
junior as the first Mrs.Schuler was his senior,hence ~ sayv his ven-
tures have been varied. _t has been a clammy afféir in my opinion.
We like Lilliap McHenry and “r.Schuler, also,but because of their pos-
itions,she as “rincipal of the Girlg School and e as senior ervangel
ist,the thing had to be carried on under cover so to speak. DBoth of
them have been unusually quief and hawve kept their own counsels with
the resull that everyone knew everything and noone knew anything,a
most unsatisfactory condition for a love affair,even for the couple
involved, I think. Under the circumstances people could not help
congering up thouzhts about Schuler as his wild ventures in matrimony
while his foolish attembis to be boyish in-order fto convince everyone
that he was not too old to get married have been pathetic at times.
“owevergpraise-be,the thing is over and the engagement is announced
and they are to get married June 21,1927,
The Girls School wil) be prptty well shot although they are get-
-ting mmeope to take Miss ¥efenry s place and Miss Pomeroy s place.-
Eias Young s successor has not been named,however,nor has “iss hase_s,
the latter came ocut for women s evangelistic work and has just been
working in the school Wntil she learned the lnaguage. She is Rulling
out this vear and going into her own work. The new principae,“iss
Doolittle,has her work cut out for her.I can see,but then it may not
be hard for there may not be a school at all next year,
A The last prospect is not impossible in viewm of recent events.
.n a nutshell the “ersian ¥inistry of Education sent a notice the
other day to all foreign Schools that made six demands,about, four of
which hit our schools between the eyes and hence the thing is plainly
directed_against the “ission Schools,and probably our College in parti-
cular. If I recall the six things they are as follows:®
1. Adopﬁ the government program of education in its entirety. This
is rather difficul?t inasmuch as there is not stable government progsm
and it is changed everytime the ®inister of Ed.changes,which has bean
4 times since we arrived in Persia.- At present the program is in a
state of flux and Dr.Jordan was invited sometime ago to consult with
the ®inister about the new progranm, but the time of the o nference was
never set and meantime comes this notice signed by him.
2. The prinecipal, teachers,and stu ents should -answer any questions
and all guestions out them by school inspectors in a mane r that is
satisfactory to the inspectors. 1 believe we have always done that
® -that there is no dangér in that one by itself,
3. The Moslem law and religion should be ftaught to all igs1em students
The books prescrited are puerile,vile,antiquated and ue eless education-
ally even in Persia. I do not iee how we can teach them unless they
are revised so thoroughly that doubt whether the Persian would think
it worht while to use them in their expurgated form. As amatter of
faet very few of the Yersians know what 1s in the contents of these
books and care much less. I think the iinistry would be satisfied
if we were to_say that we taught these bocks and d4i nothing more
- about them. < do not believe that they intend that we should teach
the books,only that we should say we would and thus close the mouths
of the religious and political opponents of the ¥inigtry of Ed,
4, The teaching of any religion, except the “oslem religion, to “oslenm
students ip strictly forbidden. Of course %1 is is aimed at the téach-
ing of the Bible and if it is it probally cannot be complied with be-
- cauge nowhere in the world do 1 know of a Brebyterian college that
has agreed to excluding the Bible and the Christian “eligion from iss
curriculum for any group of studerts, As the ndtice reads it isg ex-
clusive,but what the Minaltpy will say aboul the acthal practise of
the law is another thing. ‘here are probably some wry large loop-
holes,but that will have to be determined later.
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5. ' The propogation of any religion or dooctrine that ia.cﬁantzy&to

the religion and civil law of the country is forbidden. his is also
very severe.ros interpreted literally it would rean th 't we ‘eould not
even teach to Christian studgnts the Christian religion.but the civil
law and practise,as well as o¥ernment “roclamations in the past four
. years have repeatedly assertéd that “ersia has veligloug liberty,which
has been iqgerpreted that everyone has the right %o his Own religion
excert the " oslem,and he must always be a Moslem and has mno right to
changs. ‘ ‘ S -
ﬁf gll examjnations are to be under the direct superyisionnef tie

- Tinister of “ducatlion -and his agenta: ?722%7%%7777 Just what that
‘meang we caunot tell, and as a matter of fact we do not believe ta t
the “inistry knows just what interpretation they are gning to put on
any one of these provisions. -*here are ghout four,any of which if
applied literally will mean that we will fold up eur ten}a’and steal
away like Arabis in the night"\that may be a gqueatation-+ do not know ).,

In other words the battle is onm and the next year will probably
deteming & status as a school in Persia for a ntmber of years to
come., We do not believe that the above notice reprecentes an education-
al poligy,although many different reasons are attributed all are agreed
fhat the motlf is. political and neither educational nor religiocus.

t may be international Pdlitice,it may be local,and it may be personal
The‘gsn qu signed the article has a son in the American Bellege,while
tie *rime “inister has two sons with us,and hence it is only natural
that we .should smell a political rat somewheee.. ! ; ’

One of the school inspectora wvisited-us the other morning immed-
iately after the notice was se¢nt around ‘and &l though he talked big
yet he did not alk nearly as big as the announcement read,and he left
no doubt in our minds that they were expecting us to come aound and
make terms that would sult both ourselves and the uiniatEy. Political-
1y the Persian Government eannot do anything until Hhis “apitulations
treaty becomes void and that will not be for another year but no one
of us is anxious to rely on that freaty,we would ratber win the ocase
on our merits. )

Anyhow life ham been getting a little tco dull recently and it is
good to smap out of it again. ow prosaic school taachin% ig &t home
comp.red to this wrestling with"prineipalities and powers"'., I have
thought many times reeceutly how aul expected Christ to overcome them
all and I am sure that he will not Fail after twenty centuries. Wemmay
have tp turn a right about racg in all that we have thought and dreamed
about Christian “ducationnfor Ffereia,vwe may have to abandon edueation
altogether for awhile,as a means,-at any rate we XX¥ should beprepared
for a good shaking up in the next year or two and a restatement of
wvalues in the Christian life and messages

I had almost forgotten the most Imgortant news of the week, Mary
E)izaveth Butehison arrived this week, Yednedday morning,3.30 a.m. to
be exact. She arrived with eyes open,pulled a long face and a yell
at the prospeet and has done herbect to keep her eves shut ever since.
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She was one inch ghorter thaﬁ Vaater Craigmbeing 203 inches long,
but was a good pound and a quarter Heavier,being 74 1lbs.,and hence
ghe presents a more pleaging appearance. bhan he did when he was two
days old. There werg no hiteohes-inher arrival, hoth the nurse and
the doctor agree that arriet had an easier time than Teddy but Teddy
and Parriet do not_ agrée on that. As near as we can figure out.they
gave more dope to'Teddy and she did not ¥now what she was in the midst
of hut in rriet’s case they erred in the othér direction and as a
result 'she was conscious all the time and has a very vivid recollection
of what Dickene called "Hard Times*. piet looks well and the bhaby
is well.ﬂq.oddy has been ‘ovér to the apital evervday.eXCept fo-day.
b0 devoté pll theé oolumns ol gry E11z8beth.  Valte' “raig
" ig now 13 1bs. and “eddy and the bajia oth agree that he has gained
g lot this week,at any rate the scales on Monday will tell.the:
¢ seems %0 have grown 'three inehes’ iB Tength aceording to Teddy' a
Measurements which she took to-day. “He gets a lot of fun'out ‘of life
blowing bubbles and sqealing with anyone who will take the time to
talk to him and if mobody will aocommodate him he obliges by squealing
o himself in his bed or in the coakk. Se¢veral times he has wakened
*eddy in the morning by his boisterous playing;he c¢an kick covers not
pinvned on him off,and those that are pimned he can'Kick himselfl out of,
8o that he seems on a fair way to successful boyhood.
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With these Tew remarks from the ppoud father - close,
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P.S-Ncodlesa to say most of thig letter is not for publication in
form whatever,eithsr dn Sunday School,CHurch or ‘elsewhere. I 'ecould
be run out of this eountry Tor mueh 1leéss than arpears in-these pages,
should it fall intc the right hands.
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