
Teheran , Persia. 
Jul,' 7,1926. 

Dear Friends,

no t her SUlmer has rollej aronnd ami vre ~re beeinnine to ff el 
ike old tiMers in Persia,haYlnl" lived here for a VI_-lole ,leClr. JUBt 

about a year aro I {as \'TTi tine to you about our ver ' first impressionsv 

of Persia bnt now I must ~ri te not of first impressions but of a yet-trs 
lork-- I wonder whether I could reall~r say of a ears accomplishment. 
Our l!'!lpresfions as one of our group very aptl~r expreseed it , e.n impreAsion 
of walls--:!lan~r kinds of walls There are walled in ci tie6, wal le,; in 
gardens, walled in wOMen; there o.re ereat walls of ienorClnce,wallR of 
poverty a'1d al~"lost ':'nsUJ"Ulountrb~e wails 01' many fElse relieions. 

Our 1iMl te r knowl edge of the laneuaee has, of/eours e, been a great 
hSEdicap but we have been ver' harDY to find that it i6 possible to do 
a ~reat deal of work amoun~ the ylimnc peoflle o:f our schools for the: have 

earned Bnglish. . nel so most o:f onI.' effort this rear has been put direct
ly iDnto the school and. vdlat a fertile fi_eld it is. They are so eager to 
l earn, so reaQ~r to receive. ,ortletimes we Rrej)rone to "rorry aboL1t the result 
of our teaching but faith snr prayer are really all that are needed. 
henpver e;ood seed is :planted into fErtile soil it er("lws. .....hflt cause have 

~Ye for anxiety'? "'e arepl:mtine thF' gooll see-d of tllp Gospel" of C! rtst ftnl' 

it cannot die . '\ 
This seell .Ia~ plal"Jte,·· one ~rear in the heart of one of our schmoll 

gi rls who Wc:A of a very strict .. oLam l"Jedan fami ly, Tbe seeel grew and. tl e 
day came when the ej.r1 , 7Ti ... -:1 a couraGe we C'-o scarcel~r cOPlprehend , announced 
to her far.ily t at she cou d no loneer cantin 1:> a " oslem outwardly WilEn 
at heart F le lonGed to l ,e a ba}lti eo' Chri sti an. ' er pE1.rentA qui te contrary 
to Persian hahi t and ellS tom, kept their terr.pers but with veqr cal." deter
mination told their daue:hte1.' thRt } e1.' mind vrB. } er own and if slLe so dhos 
':oJ di"'grace her 0 'n name they would not int rfere. However tlley did not 
intend t o let 11er rimg conteJr: t and disJrace on the whole fE-mily and 
5(1 she I!lUS t understand tha tithe da~r she rec eiv _ed hc:.ptt em ehe would haVE ~o 
fin anothe r home . In land~ ~here girlR and ~ornen can [in1 work and 
support themselves t ds WOll d be trouble anci 8orrovr enou h but in the Oried 
;;-here there i. no wa~r for a uir1 to Bu~port herself a step l-.e --:ie ia 
fata]:>. 'owever the l'Jeed hc.d ero/l1 ~nd thp little l'lcltool girl tLen about 
sL~teen yeRr:::; a J.d I wi th treMendollS f .. i th. tole her pc.rents that, C01"'le what 

she ~ould 'lot could not deny :"ler La~, ctnci ' . viour and to 1;(; f~ i 1.llfll 
an tru.e to the O.t: wi ort fh -, ha· leerr e to love etter tl ~ n Ii l' own life 
...e ~u~t . e baptised in · -is :~F! ...e. T11e rriothE-r .e. heart broken to 10 e 
~er c'1ild ut cLe knev.r that tLe fatller rovld remain firm . 'Ph dCl~' of 
~ar .. :!.("Fj a pro ... chet . T.t.p fat er -;r,an ~ 1 c1enl~' c lIe.! out O~tllE: cit~l. In a -re.... 
1E't.'ks 1 e returned to find tbat his litt~le dau .}"1ter ..ct received 1::artts 

E;nd that thE mother h d not car. ' d out his wi. hes ]e VJaA n elect, J m·ever, 
t see r.is Vf.hole ta[Y}il~. aGain that lIe -ae1!e . aid anothr::r "Vff)l'O ·otb.1fl 
r.lendinc sway the one ~ho had hroueht disgraCe on them ('Uler"" of this 
fEiI"1ily have bE-en lead OtLt of dar}-neBo in to the liGht , out of death into 
life and t!lO tL t~Je i'ather nas not yet acce ted ChriEt } e . E unsre-ef 1ly 

roud of hil'1 ~hrL.tian children who have Grao.uated from our school and 
perha-p'" he himself is not far fro the -j. {Scom . / 

The vJork i n our Bohoo is frlscinatine becausE' tlle c.11lc.ren are 
<> resr,onsive . 'i. teacher in ~ ersin. need never urce the stUdents to 
ane\":er qnestionn r!ore fully. In fnct 1.; e:' aLe inclincled to 1)e a lit IE" too 



loquatious. In glYlng an ex~ ination tldB year I c'sked tlle children to 
O.11"'Vler the cuestione breifly and I) tlle point , e!!1phafd sine the bri f1':'/ . 
T: ey catch ~n to nel ideas quite readily and this waR the reSl t . 

QUE'stion- ".hat iTl1!>ortant event to '11· rlace at tile Rm- eea? 

Ansvrer- I'haroah was drollnel • 

. t the close of 0 lr echoo l yeR!, tl Je most strikj.ng and the mORt 
encoura GinG thin£:; occured , Elo:rlet:D.ne; that '13.S no happ ene<i before in theI 

hip-tory of our J er ian .tiRo:Jion . . t the Corrunencemen t i me according t o the 
CUfitOP1, we ! eld , i n the big audi toriuIn of the Utlt! eee , COT men c ement eexercises 
on tvJo ifferent c'ays . The firA day wac> f or \"omerl only . ";;e do t .ifl 
because the ::;irls Vlant t o have pretty , nonllal .r dnat l on exercie:es and \\ ee.1:' 
ret ty new dl'ee ses that do no t .cave t o 1e hidden hehi nd veile I Bcreer.s etc. 

The seq,t;mc1 da~r men are ir.vi ted for, of cours e fRtrer s and 11ro theres lent to 
_ee thetr dau[pters a1'1d sif. t ers graduate. I n th e class t~l re are ot ] 
:'.rmenian and Persian girls. Of course tne .A.rmeniE'.n C ·U'isti~.n!'l O:t("l not veil 
t,ut all Fersi~n VTODen no Mcl tter what their relJeion ma3T be never a ,,,, ea 1' 

._;efore nen wi thout t~1eiT 1!ei' F' . I t fjO hapliened that one Df the br1e;htest 
and 0Bt capable girl~ nf t e clasr was a ersian . Lecause of her ability 
we all wanted her to ~ive the or en i L d.ddreSB at thE: coJ'l1JTtenCeT'1ent and 
t;"ought it coul e. do no harm to ask her . Slle not only agreed to do it but , 
!!1Ucb to a lr astonishJl1e1'1t ,i n f ormen ns that she was p.;otng to take off her 
veil oil er r duation day never to 'put it on again . Thour;h a ""'ersian f"he 
is not a J~oha!'l!'leuan . Ter people are Zoror8f3trians and "'he se_id tnat she 
saw no us e in being hampered 1,;-, a purely ..OhaJl1.l'lledan CllS t om . Commencement 
day arrived and the 'rIrteniao eH~lS with this one P ersian eirl arched i 
and took thei place8 in the center o~ t '1E pla t forrl V1 i 1 e the J'erf;ian 
girls heavi l y yei l eC1 1ut i n 111 • t e chuddar s l nstee.c1 of lack ones, took their 
nlaces behind a e creen Made of ereen vines mne fro.'! tt.e celiline , and were . '" soon foreotten . lheir deplanas were handed to them back of t he screen . 
The one Ii ttle erBian Girl ",i tI l the cour2-ee of her cOniTiction Got tip and 
e.rve a }Iealltiful address in rersian :i th no .\rmenian accent so ever~r one 
in t at Great audiance of a thousand en and wonen knew that at l"st one 
rersian girl had freed l1erRelf f r om a l one e"'ta liBhed custom theft is 
slowly l osine ground 2,11 ov er t he aslem world . The n ext da~r hen we call ed
at t e homes of these eirl E to congratu a t e t.:lem vie found one mot.ber- a 
j eweSB · qui te provoked at the head of onr school f' r not making some ~(1rt 

f bn c nnouncePlent before COil'1€: ncement lla~r that a PerRian gi l l vms eoin 
J ap e r • i .lj}'_out her v il. "l Y daughter !ould. no-u ,"_ave llad to wear her 

chuddar had Fhe only knorn" snid t.ce eXe sp ere ted mother . 
It is just s ch th5. n cr s as th se t' at 'rous e in our hf!artf: new 

hope fore the future and neVI e coure.gement to W(lrll: wh i ,E it is ay. 
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