Telp ran, Peresia
January 20,1920
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I mmat try out my new typewritcr on you and for the pre-
gsent it secms to be a decided iwprovement on the old madk ine. This is
the fir t letterthat 1 have wriitten on it since it errived on Wadnesdsy,
and meyLbe I will refomr my idea about it. It in a Remington Portable
the same a8 my old m di ine wag,but has the improvements timt have beaen
adde. in ti® last four yeasrs. 1 a@ now goiny to sell my old m ghine
and if I got a decent enocugh prive for it I wilil send to America for
a large Underwood. oSven though this portaile ip a w vy dandy madiine
were ordering again I would order the large Underwood bLecsuse with
the I8rge discounts that we get there is a very small 4%&d¥vunt bHetween
the prive of the portatle machines am the large standagd size muchines.

You will pav baily notise the difference in the sixe aad
finer cut of the type.

Since writing you last there Lns besn no mail from either
Norrisjown or Glenside. The mall has came trhough tut it woas probably
only the lefit over of Lo last mai  whieh wus never delivered. IHonee
1 heve no coiments to mld on recaent lel.ers. Ve have taken no new ple-
tures of the leby and he hns not fallem down any siairs with tho result
that there ie no information 20 that line except thet he has gained
his usual [lb.and now weghs 20% 1bs. He has developed ths ides that
he is afraid of anyone outside of the imuediats family,of course Hammy
beiang inciuded in the ineecdiate family. L& howkbs when anyolhie sirang e
appezrs on the hfizon,especialiiy if they be childven. Uhen Ji my and
Syewart <y alm were here the other dsy you would have thought that a
‘mwew Bosrow had enterce ‘s iife to mve heard him ory in most mourc-
ful and rriguf.md tonea. eddy hsd him out the Matchisons % is after=-
noon anc she regorts tint there wes no improvement in the conduct of
our son even among friends a0 close. «ary simgly petrified him and he
was not ha.py until he was out of her presence. You can see that he
has raised guite & problem. VWhat there is to be done aboutl it is a
question which bids to keep Teddy snd myself awake at nlghu. ‘ne time
ve counsel absolute goufinemsat for the sake of the child's nerves
and the next ve decided that he needs to see more people in order to
overoome : is bad habit. Irobally before we huear from you on the sub-
Jec . he will have recovesrcd of his owm accvord. If he does not do ®so
1 do not know what we can éo about it.

i éid not get the opportunity to make the arrangements to
have our picture taken as 1 expected to last week. I have been Just
a little more rushed than ever. Thése past two weaks I have beon take
ing a langusge lesson on Friday a thing whiclt 1 have not done for a
long tims. I have had to do it because = no longer get time to hnn
a real lesson during the week. MNow that’ the pressure of the Departe-
ment of “ducation has let up we are busy trying to pick up the loose
ends that were left lieing around while those conferences were being
carried on. This footbaell propositdon is proving to be a pretty large
proposition and tsies a good bit of my time. ve have several teams
playing every Sriday afternoon and on holideys also which means tiat
I mucst be onm hand for them. I perhaps wm ntioned the matter of supr
vising football becsuse our so-called "foot~ball coach® hasz flunked
out oa the Jobs I boll over when I think of it. The Missi>n has
voted him beck,but why and what for I cannot imagine. You know they
vote on the missionaries at the end of each term to decide whether
they should return to the Field. Jnce in a great age & ® rson is not
voted back,but you have to be pretiy roitem n t to be returned. I
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gometimes wisn that we hud an episcopal hierarchy out here so that
there might be & betier chsuce of clsaning out the “dead wood®. Ve
have two or three people in Teheran who are positively that and nothing
more, vut no one knows it exsept those working with them in Teheran,

- witile when it comea to the vote the entire Mission does it,the result
being tis t the person is volaed upon by a majority of people fyom nther
stations who imow nothing acout thae work of the person for whom they
are voting. oSven io the station personmal friendships make it difficult
to caste an honest ballot. Hence it comes about that we frequently
find ouraclves not only dolng tis worli of the Jjob asasigned to us but
also doing the job of Lthe weak brother. That is my position at the
present writing.

Concerning the education situation the storm is bLlowing over
gradually. A new minister ia in office and he is of somewhst more 1ib=-
erpl views than the former emc.mbent. Ye understand that he has a
Swiss wife and that he obialned herm on one of his trips to Surojpe.
When Dr.Jordan first called he seemed very saxicus to straightsas out
all diffigulties immediately and we were in extra high spirits for the
time. The only real difficulty of courae has been the closing of the
school at Lamsfian. e wos goimg to telegraph to Hamsdan immedistely
but when Ur Jordan called mext day to get the copy of the telegram he
had changedhis mind and had deoclided tiet “amaden must make gertaln pro-
miges before epening the school,nnd one was that they would not teach
the 3ible as such iu tiwir schooles. Innovuch s this was the question
upon which they closcd they arve not likely to open on such an arrange
mept. Ucantime we coutinue as merrily as evsr with the courses which
we have always used and we sean to ve doing everytuing quite %o thel r
satisfaction. A school ousm is qunc a different thing from a school
~gslosed however,za we are finding cut to our entightenment., fome ofun
suspecied such a diflfe-ence in & our previous go uncils wit: one ano=
ther. It is now bdeing demopstrated for the benefit of any who might
have had doubls om the subjecti.

However,the reason wiicu the miuiatar gave Tor ing his
mind shows thal they are retracting on their former position. e amid
- that he did not want to smeem to reverse the opinion of his predecessor
too suddenliy and too sharply for fear of ths politieal consaguences
from those who were greatly pleased by the policy of the former minis-
ter. That sounds quite reasonable and even fitendly,but unfortinately
for the folka at Hamadsn thelr shhools are closed and while the policy
of cautious change is being inamgurated or cercied oa they must ramain
closed until & more favourable day for reopening.

I want to irym to get a let.er off to the Church this week if
possible to thank them for the many Christuas cards which we received
from them. If anyone reumarks that they did not receive o card from us
tuis year ;ou ¢an explain to them tht we did not send any $5 anyone.

- Just as luck would have it we recsived more cards than ever before and
I sort of feel bDound to acinowledge them since we did not send any out,
and thne time involved will be much more in acknowledging those received
than would have besn involved in sending out cards originally,and the
ream n we did not send them out was because of k ok of time.

Sews seams to be scarce., I cannot thiak of saything ma ¢ of
interest Jjust nowyand so will close again for the week.

Love



