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Teheran, Persia 
April 27, 1926. 

Dea.r Fellows:

The recent "I,afayettes" that have been reaching us out 
here have been filled. Vii th "Persi s, " 2x1<1 "The American College of Teh
eran". When we see how much use is ~ade of the little bit that we can 
send back in the way of news it encourages us to a little more effort 
in writing. That v~e are gTE.tified. ~j y your eff orts ir:. the "Persia C8.m
paign" goes without saying. I hed a vivid picture of what was going 
on around the campus in the vlay of work, from Fly own ex;>erience wi th 
such campaigns, and also froD my knov let1.se, ~') e rsonally, of most the 
fellows that were on the comoi ttee that bore the brunt of the worlr. 
The efforts and interest in snch a. cEn:r.?aign ere worth a lot in the 
way of enco l."!.ragernent in the Vlork out he r e , in e.0.(U tion to the finan
cial assistance that you are rendering. 

We are almost at the en~ of a week!s celebration and 
ceremony upon the occasion of the crowninG of ·che new Shah. On Sunda.y, 
April 25th, Reza Khan Pahlevi ~as crowned the first Shah of the Pah
levi Dynasty re:")lacing Ahmac:. Shah of the Ghajar Dynasty, ,-rho is at 
present making the best of the life of an ex-Shah in Paris where the 
atmosphere is a lot healthier and more exhiliarating. Of course Reza 
Shah has been in office for six months now, ever since the couJ-d-et~t 
of last Fall but at that time we only had a two clay holiclay when he 
took the oath of office ~hich took three minutes by the clock from the 
time he entered the Parliament room until he left [.g£~in. Naturclly 8. 
new dynasty could hardly be ushered in with such little ceremony as 
that an~ so the real show is being ~ut on nou. The official holiday 
lasted three ~ays, but the frills have been s~read over c week. Tho 
whole thing has been just about as elaborate 6S tho Persians could 
make i-c~ The government voted an outlE-Y of IJJ,JJJ tomans for tho 
ceremonies at the same time tha t they vot ed 90,JJJ tomans for educa
tion for the next yoar. You cnn nn(lcrstv,nd something of the :>ro ·~or
tions. The taman is worth about 1.1J Qollars. 

It is reported thfd the committee in ch8,rge hac;. orctered 
50,000 tomans worth of electrical display materials which were dalcycd 
in shipment. When it became evident that they would not arrivc in 
time for the celebration the committee asked the Shah to postpone the 
affair for u week or two, whe reupon he repliod that he would rather 
be cro~ncd by candlc-lieht than not at all~ 

Streets, Trams and Sho)s have becu decorated for throe 
days. The Persian scheme of decorations consists of cov e ring every 
square inch of sjJElce wi th costly rugs End hangings, and thon sprink
ling lights of all kinds evcryr,'Vhere. A sho,-kee:)Cr h2,s not completed 
his dccor&tions until he hns plnced n teble out front upon which is 
crowded us m£<.ny lumps as possible. Houses £,nd buzz.ers E,r c rt!,ns E1 ckcd 
of everything that c ~n be used for decora tions so thc t the dccor~tions 
ure worth sooing just to ge t & glimpse of some of the costly Persie n 
rugs th[,t Lrc on Cl.is;Jl t..y. It ,:,wule. be cHfficul t to estim" tc the v£,lUQ 
of the cc~rpets ['end rugs tha t h[~v e been hanging in tho streets of Teh
eren for tho p~st thr ee ds ys ~nd ni ghts. 

This cus t om of de c or~ting with costl y rugs brings out 
the contr~sts i n honesty. The ~orsi cn, nl ong with the rest of tho 
people of the E~st, is uccused of boing l ux in the mnttor of ho ne sty 
~nd undoubtedly m~ny prEcti s es do ~xist, both i n ~olitics ~nd busine ss 
thct \7oulc~ h2.rdly ::>(, S 8 i n Arne ri c,', . On the other hr-nd I hr:.vc se en [, 
shopkeep er l esve hi s sho~ f or ho~rs ~ith nothing but ~ ~ i c c c J f c,o
vnss drs TIn ~cross the iront t o i ndic ~te thnt the nl~c c wos c l o sJ~ 
ternpor~rily. I ~ondo r if thoro i s ~ city in Amc rlc ~ of 25J, 0JJ u he r c 



ano could le~vc G IJJ,JJJ Collars warth of rugs h~nging on the m~in st. 
for three days Bnd nights ~ithout hF~ing cny of them stolen. Tho ather 
dey we sent out to buy somo sU8~r ~nd on thGt cftornoon the sorv~nt 
passed that Sl';JIlO sho~ on his \'Tr.y homo. Tho sho)keo)cr cr.lled him in to 
ask if he hnd weighed tho sug~r boueht in the morninc. and when the 
cook told him he hsd not the sho)kecper ~skcd him to neigh it bcc~usc 
he thought thct it WLS short. Th~t evening the coot weighe~ it,found 
it short ~nd received from the sho~kce~er the rmount in TIhich it u~s 
short. The story might woll to r.tjcri b~ri;(;(1_ to Abr~ hem I,incoln ,:,!hon hc 
wns n storo clerk, but this PGrsi~n Grocer will [0 {own to his gr~vc un
su.ng, ond if r.ny [.ttention is [ivon hin it will be only to be nurnborccl 
nmons the dishonest sho::?l';:G('~lcrs of the E::::.st 'by the Vlesterncr. 

The cclebrntions hz.vc becn ITILrkc(. by frequent ':!r ,accf.)si o r~s r.nd ban
quets. Most ,,"orthwhilc of the ) roccssions B ;.8 'the mili t~',ry YCViElVT on 
Mon. cftornoon in the hugo drill aguc.rc in the ccn'cre:f t ~lO city. One 
thing thct this Sh~h hr~s donEl for Persic is to ''J r[;; ,ni%c Z :::'cY 'J ng £.rmy. 
It hes boen essentinl for the Belf~re of the country in syCcr t o bring 
the border tribesmen under fovo r nment subjection Lnc. ;:"loJ 'C,) cle~r the 
roads of rnt.rauding high1r!c~yr!1c.n. I hcve no IlL . :; of tellinG' just how many 
troops were in the review, though I imr"gine th{;.. t more thc:.~n t of the nrmy 
was there which would mean mere than 2J,000. 

The va.rious tribcl chiefs were [tIl invi tec.l c-ne. ;sivon grc:.ndstE'..nd 
sents that they might see the )retty little <:~ rmy Ln0. ;?ictuTE; what "\vi11 
happen to them if they try to stir up troublo f :)r the country. The Shch 
himself inspected the whole outfit b e fore the reviaTI bogcn. He uas in 
the ordinary field uniform of en officcr sn~ had less eecorctions about 
him than some of his ofiicers. ~Cho C'.rill sC}1.UJ.rc is 2. huge pla.ce, I be
lieve one of the lar[e G't Qrill groune s in the ~orld.nnd it took nlittle 
time for him to ri0_C G r c unc-;' it. Infc,ntry, artillc ry, cavc::.lry, tank cor:)s, 
engineers, a nd tr8ns~ , rt scctiJns, Ec rc all in line. The n hole affa ir 
made a very commendable shovinE for 8. country the size of Persia. In 
horses ano. horsemanshi) the Pcn:i 2'.ns show up ,Yell, f or they pride them
selves on their horses. Ln(~ the c ,a untry is the lanc.~ of trH:: horso. 

In case the vari ,:)u f:j s!1eilc8 v'cro not snfficicntly i;7qrcsseC \,ri th 
this show they will be 8ivcn ~n op)ortunity t o ceo th e ~viation cor~s 
in action on Sat. Tho clese rts and the mts. fHe no l eng er 88.fe hi ding 
places for 8. maurauding tribe. A fow machines can loc~tc them very 
quickly and even 8.i o. in the n ttnck. Do-r:'n in Irak s ev erE,l mths. nga it 
took tho Bri tish just about two days to locate [.nd cq)turc thc leaders 
of a pillaging tribe of Arabs who thought to e scape with sarno loot into 
the desert. Tho aero:)lanes located thorn and. a couple of srm aurod cars 
wi th the help of a CarnEll Corps clicl the rest. Reza Shuh is building u:p 
a small air unit. At ) rcsent they have ab out 11 :llanos. aman£: them 3 
Haviland bombers ,~i. th I.i berty motors, &ncl 3 pr..sscneer machines ca;ll1blc 
of carrying 8 men e2..ch. Piva officers hEnle c Gm-;'Jleted their tr£'.ining 
and arc in chargc, whilc 25 o thers have jus t about fini s hed the ir course 
-:) f study in France E.net 25 moro E'cre ready to lea v e f o r tha t c c-1untry as 
800n as this first 25 return. 

The army End its development rc,)rosents the b e st that th o 11.017 Shah 
~as done f or the country. Sarno tribes have been broug ht into subjection 
~hat havc n o t boen under con trol far 25 yrs. The me tho ~ is a simple one. 
It consists of a rE;.icl. resulting in tho c8.:;ture of the c hief,his family, 
0r both. These arc brought t o Teh. as hostages an~ thei T b odily wclfsrc 
is then cl.e~)ondont on the g oo c~ canouct of their tribe. It so oms to t::ork. 
-.'Te have 2 or 3 such amb g SSa 0.0rs in to'!.rn at lre sent. 

All of this rC:Jros onts the g 'J ocl si de 01 'c he Shah. At a,n othcr time 
i might have written a l e tt e r on some of the incidents 0i hi gh-hnnded 
c.utocracy rrhich exists in t ho c ountry, 'but the le t ter i s f inishe d n<Y~7 , 
"l n d as the Pe rsians say , "BG.Gsnd". (I,et it be!). 

Yours vcr y sincere ly, Wa lter A. Gy )v c s. 
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