Teheran, Persisa
Apeil 2%, 198G,

Dear Fellows:-

The recent "lLafayettes”™ that have been reaching us out
here have been filled with "Persia"” end "The American College of Teh-

eran". When we see how much use is made of the 1little bit that we can
send back in the way of newe it encourages us to a little more effort
in writing. That we are gretified Ly your efforts ir the "Persia Cem-
peign" goes without saying. I had a vivid picture of what was going
on around the campus in the way of work, from ny own experience with
such cempeigns, and also from my knowledge, nersonally, of most the
fellows that were on the committee that bore the brunt of the work.
The efforts and interest in such & cemnaign ere worth a lot in the

wey of enconragement in the work out here, in acddition to the finan-~
cial assistance thet you are rencering.

We are almost at the end of a week's celebration and
ceremony upon the occasion of the crowning of ithe new Shah. O0On Sunday,
April 25th, Reza Khan Pahlevi was crowned the first Shah of the Pah-
levi Dynasty replacing Ahmedé Shah of the Ghajer Lynasty, who is at
present making the best of the 1life of an ex-Sheh in Paris where the
atmosphere is a lot healthier snd more exhilierating. Of course Reza
Shah has been in office for six months now, ever since the coun-d-etetl
of last Fall but at thet time we only had 2 two day holiday when he
took the oath of office which took three minutes by the clock from the
time he entered the Parliament room until he lcft &gein. Naturally a
new ¢ynasty could herdly be ushered in with suvch 1little ceremony &s
that &anc so the real show is being put on now. The official holiday
lasted three days, but the frills have been spread over & weck. The
whole taing hes becn just about as elaborate ss the Persians could
make 1t. The government voted an outley of 132,330 tomans for the
ceremonies at the same time thet they votcd 90,000 tomans for educa-
tion for the next year. You cean understend something of the pronor-
tions. The tomean is worth about 1.190 dollars.

It is reportcd thet the committee in charge had ordered
50,000 tomans worth of electrical display materials which werc daleycd
in shipment. When it bccame evident thet they would net errive in
time for thc celebration the committce asked the Sheh to postpone the
affair for @& wcek or two, whercupon he renlied that he would rather
be crowncd by candle-light then not at all!

Strecets, Trams and Shoas have been dccoratcd for threc
days. The Pcrsian schemc of dccorations consists of covering cvery
squarc inch of spece with costly rugs and hangings, and then sprink-
ling lights of &1l kinds cvecrywherc. A shon-kecener hes not completed
his dccorations vntil hc haes placcd & teble out front upon which is
crowded as many lamps as possible. Houscs cnd bhazaers erc ranseckcd
of everything that can be uscd for dccorations so thtt the dccorations
are worth sccing just to gect & glimpsc of gomc of thc costly Pcrsien
rugs thet ¢rc on displey. It wovld be difficult to cstimetc the velue
of the cerpcts and rugs thot hove been hanging in the strccts of Teh-
cren for the past threc days and nights.

This custom of dccoreting with costly rugs brings out
the contrasts in honesty. The Persicn, along with the rest of the
people of the Eest, 1s &ccuscd of being lax in the matter of honcsty
end undoubtedly many prectiscs do exist, both in polities cnd busincss
that would hardly pess in Americc. On the other hond I have sccn €
shopkeceper lcove his sho» for hours with nothing but & piecc 2f con-
rass drown ccecross the front to indiente thet the plece was elosed
temporerily. I wonder if there is & eity in Amcriee of 252,000 wherc



one could lecve & 100,000 (ollars worth of rugs henging on thc main S%.
for three days end nigunts vithout heving eény of them stolcn. The other
day we sent out to buy some sugar andé on that cftecrnoon the scrvont
passed that same shop on his way home. The shopkecner callcd him in to
ask if he had weighed the suger bought in the morning, and when the
cook told him he hed not the shodkccper osked him to wecigh 1t beecusc
he thought thet it wes short. Thot evening the cook weighed it, found
it short end received from the shopkeencr the cmount in which it was
short. The story might well Te attributed to Abrrhem Iiincoln when he
wes & store elerk,but this Persicn groccer will co ¢own to his greve un-
sung, and if eny ettention is given him it will be only to he numberecd
omong the dishonest shopkeencrs of the East by the Westerncr.

The cclebrations heve been marked Ly frequent nroccssions and ban-
quets. Most worthwhilc of the »nrocessions wr.g the militery rcview on
Mon. eftcrnoon in the huge drill squérc in the cecnirc sf tue cifty. Onc
thing thet this Sheh hes done for Pcrsie is ©o orginizce ¢ ztrong ermy.
It hes been esscntial for the welfarc of the country in cidcr to bring
the border tribesmen under government subjection end tlso ©o clear the
roads of mereuding highweymcn. I have no wiy of tclliing just how many
troops were in the review,though I imeginc thet morc then % of the army
was there which would mcan mere than 20,000.

The verious tribel chiefs were &ll invited enl given grendstend
seats that they might see the pretty littlce crmy end »nicture what will
happen to them if they try to stir up trouble for the country. The Shah
himself inspected the whole outfit hefore the review begen. He was in
the ordinary field uniform of en officcr ené had less fecorations about
him then some of his officers. The Crill square is & huge place, I be-
lieve one of the largest Cdrill grouncds in the world,ané it took alittle
time for him to ride crcuna it. Infentry,artillery,cavalry,tank corps,
engineers,eand transport sectians,wcrc &ll in line. The whole affair
made a very commendeble showing for e country the sizec of Persia. 1In
horses end horscmanship the Percsiens show up wcll, for they pride them-
sclves on their horses,enc¢ the country is the land of the horse.

In case the various sheills were not sufficiently imprcssed with
this show they will be given &n opdortunity to gece the aviation corps
in sction on Sat. The descrts and the mts. arc no lenger safe niding
places for a maurauding tribc. A fcow machines cen locatc them very
quickly and even aid in the attack. Down in Irak sevcrael mths. ago it
took the British just about two days to locate and cepturc the leaders
of e pilleging tribe of Arabs who thought to cscape with some loot into
the descrt. The aeroplanes located them and a couple of ermoured cars
with the help of & Camel Corps Gid thce rest. Reza Shah is building up
2 small air unit. At Hresent thcy have ebout 11 plancs, among them 3
Havilend bombers with ILiberty motors,and 3 passenger machines capeblc
of carrying 8 men each. Five officcrs have complctcd their training
snd ere in charge,while 25 others have just about finished their coursec
2f study in Frence &né 25 morc are rcady to lcave for that cruntry as
socn as this first 25 return.

The army end its development resresents the best that the new Shah
aas donec for the country. Some tribes have been brought into subjecetion
chat heve not becn under control for 25 yrs. The method is & simple one.
[t consists of a raid rcesulting in the capture of the chief,his family,
2r both. These arec brought to Teh. as hostages ané their bodily welfarc
ig then devcndent on the good conduct of their tribe. It scems to work.
Je have 2 or 3 such ambasgacors in town at Hrcscnt.

A11 of this represents the good side of the Shah. At enother time
L might have written & letter on somec of the incidents 21 high-handed
autocerecy which exists in the country, but the letter is finished now,
and as the Persians say, "Bessad",(ILet it bel).

Yours very sincercly, Walter A. Grovces.
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