Aveen,Fersia
July 5,1926

Dear Yother;-

I am sending thls letier to Ireland and am alsc sending a
copy home so that in case your sailing has been postponed you will get
the letter anyhow.

ig you can see from the date 1t is the day after the 4th.
and inasmuch as Sunday was the "fourth” we puf in a very quiet day. Ve
are already for a *rin across to Tadzreesh, however tliB afternoon to a
“Fourt! of July® Partv at the Avprioan Legation. T have been in the
American "inister's "up-colntrv" gard-n once and while it is small it is
a& very beautiful affair with quite a large lawn and a very nice place
for entertaining out-of—dnors., I am afraid, however, that when we compare
it with the gardens of the otner chatione that it ies rather second-rate
though ! must confess I iike it much more than the elabofrate places .

2 Iesterday we went up our valley for a picale supper, “r.
“hilip,the American ‘inister and his wife, r.Amory, the American Charce
ﬂ'affaires “p.Tierson and Ur.lonneville of the  merican Finance Commis-
gion,and ' r.-ulters ang hﬁglishmdp of the Imperial Lank of “ersia made
up the party. +t was really “re. hilip s party but inesmuch as she has
not been very well, darriet and Teddy piloted the cats and -atch ;iloted
the donkeys. e starfew at abou® five in the Fvﬁﬂfﬂb and returne. at
eight. e szou1d have sharted alout an hour eariier for »e were not
able tc make "Haft Hose”,our destination in time to eat lune and return
with the result that wehad to stop short of the pluace in order to get
back before it was too dark to be comfortable. ~r.-worv is in love with
don eye and ingisted on riding one the whole way. le really wanted to
“buy a donkey for himepelf and use it for riding but I believe that some
of the Engliah penple at the Lebayion persuaded him that the specfacle

of him riding on a d nkxey would not be wery proper in his position and
inasmuch as he is from the Copley family of ~ngton he hardl' felt like
doing anything thot was not proper and so he did not buy the donkey but
Lought a horse instead. Jdowewer, he rides a donkey whenever he gets the
chance. ‘e Initiated him ints the mysteries of a donkey on one of our
Friday picniczs several months ago.

Tais "r.Amory,in srite of the fact that he comce from a
very "swell” Loston family,and in his position at the Legation could be
guite snobhish witihocul anyone taking any particular notice is guite a
democratic person. =r.and “rg.’hilip,the American Linister and Hig wife
are also wvery sociable people and at the same time well al.le to take care
of their own social engagements in thelr position. I think th t we are
might fortunate in having a group of people of their type in the Leuation
because things are much more pleacant in everv way. The ‘utchison's
qave becﬂqe Vcrv friendly Wiuh “r and "re.”hilip.

97 the other men Yr.lierson is the son of a former American
®inister to Tersia and at present in charge 6f the pe sonne} of the.Amer-
ican Finance “isslon to “ersia. -e is a young bachelor, life “r.Amory, and
Ja wery fine fe11ow. He has written several articles in "Asia” and the
"Atlantic Yonthly"on Fersia. ¥r.fonneville came to Fersia about nine
months ago and is now inspector of the ¥inance. Uepartments of the ro-
vinces. He seems like.a pretty good sort.of a chap,is roung and unmarried
Ve seeém to have our gshare of bachelors in,.this part of the Yorld and the
funny part iz that they are all pretty good fellows. ~ am at a lose to
expdain how they escaped America in the condition of single blesrediness.
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I atarted this letter lust Sunday and it is now Tuesday, the first chance
that I had to get back to it. Fortunately 4 still have 2 list beside me
of %he things that * santed to write about when 4 started this letter
and 1 will go dewn that list until I have finished the letier or come
te ?he end of the liat
Jthr—r mals of 1mporranc|. during the rast week le side the picnic lunhj

up the “yeen ¥Yalley on Sunday have bepn the “Fourth of July" Tea at the
American Legation and a meal in Camp with the boys. The four of us were
there and they separated us at the tables and my Jof fell with a group of
gmall boys who ¥new very 1ifttle or no “nglish. It gave me a fine oppor-
tunity to practise my Fersian. * am a lot more hopefu] with regard to th
Imnguakp than 4 was formerly., I find that ~ can make myeelf understood
on mosi ordinary topics of conversation by now, even though I mare innum-
eralle mistakes and ryy vocabulary is terrinlv limited., DBut withal I find
that can make many a point clear in Persian which * cannot make clear
to the bovs, even fnnubﬂ tley are supposed to know & great desl of English

"t tickles me to switch intn Tersian at t?nea after + have trying to make
myself understood in Znglish and find that I have much better luck with
Perpian than 4 had been having with “nglish. I had lo%ts of fun with the
boys the other evening.

Ancther experience with Persidn came at the Legation ‘arty. Ilhe
President of the last Yarliament was there and his son is in our “amp.
That gave e &n oprortun’tv to introduce myself and discrurse in my
fluent(?) Persi i least * was able to talk with him for ten or fif-
teen minutes and Hhrriet sald afterwards that scemed to be talking so
fluently and easily that she thought the man knew “mglish and that was

-carrying on in Eny’ 1ah. However,she was too far away at the time to be a
able to overhear my stumblings end distange alvays lendg enchantment.
, ‘he last nibnt on our way back from - adjreesh on denkey back 4 kept
up 8 continua’l 1ine with oGP Qonke® Ariver Ghd learned 4 Tew new Yersian
Jjokes and expreasions., “ne was a good cormentary n thinge Tergian. Ve
paseed the Camp of the Military Schocl of Teheran and * ssked the toy
when they had arrived and how long they would stay. He said that they hd
had come twn days before and would stay until the three kharvars cof wheat
which they had with them were all eaten. As a measure of time 1 thought
that wae pretty safe. A kharvar ig about 650 1bs. *hinoe Fersian always
‘make a good show and last just as long as fhe pockefncoa helde out, after
that they are finished., The d ke Lov wie Jjoxing, Fevertheless he had
been in the _ nprloy of the government at various times as * learned after-
wards and nzs joke wae a good commentary on the way of doing things.
“nother expression 1 7&arnpd concerng the proverbial fat man., +e are ac-
cuerowed to saying that a fai men 1s never excitable,but the Persian says
Can a potatoe have nerves? Jry that on some of vour fat Titends and
see how they likxe it,.

Zefore © go oh any further I'might as well get off my chest the
recent political events. Last, 1hur9da‘ the passengers of the automobils
that were carrying peonle Trom Tadreesh to Teheran,about six miles,were

udely interrupted 1xxzhxxx by the traffic policemen$ hﬂd oth r aoldiera
who ordered them out of their cars and advised theém fo find other means
Tor continulng their journey citwards. The cars rnce empty were immediate
1y commandeered,sometimes chawfiteur and all,and the owner war infonmed
with 1ittle cerc¢mony that the army hed need of hies aute for tfansporting
soldiers all over the country. Rumours flew thick and fast &nd even yet
we are not pas¥ed that atag The government and a few other people have
the Tacts,posslbly, though doubt 1t,but 2ittle by lif tle the atmoesphere
is clearing and we are learning the ndture of the troubles.

1t seema that there have been ihree mutinies in the armies,all of
them occuring simultaneously at three pointe which extend from east to
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along the northern frontier. Lhe points affected are Tabriz,fesht and
Eeshed.‘ It ie possible that the uprisings at the first two western
points, labriz and “‘esht,are more or less local and of no political im-
portance outside of ‘ersia. ‘he Shah has obtained his position on the
throne by means of a strang army as 4 have already exrlained and now he
is a bit afraid that the tail which has_been wagging the dog will contin-
ue to do so even after he has become shik. Formerly Was intereste in
the tall only,namely the army,but now he has become the head of the dog
and he wante to diminish the size of the tail. The fi st steps have been
to cut down the appropriations of The ministey of war and to ire a num-
ber of imnortant officers as well Rs redice thg_gaf of all othegs. ‘hese
C icéu e in

_men_have the upper hapg,hoyeyer» 20d one in particular sc ms to -
position Lo make ﬁrougié 1} hé so desirea, He is the Genersl of the

Bastern Divigion which is located with headouarters at Yeshed in the
province of “‘norassan on the Afghan frontier, '

Humerous stories are told of his cruelty and power and many of
thnem are without a doubt true. For example ahbout six days ago was
rifing back from *adjjresshe with a donkey and the donkey-driver had
juet returne.l from Yeshed where he had been in the 4Army or working
with the army., e said that when the bread was short about six monfhs
ago,tnis general heard of some bakerse who were charging high prices and
giving shiort meacure in their bresd. *‘e went to the shop of one of thenm
and he,nimself, pushed the owner and three of his agsistantsg in hig hot

oven. lwo of them died right away,one died a little later and the thix
fourth recovered. About 135 months agce he was fighting the Turkomans
and they were using air-plahes against these wild hillsmen, though the
planes were driven by Gemmans, lthis genersl went vo in one plane and
forwed the pilot to fly low enaugn so that the machine shaved the heads:
of these peonle,and meanwhile the general operates the macliine-gun,lit-
erally puring bae bullets into these tribesmen. On still another oc-
casion when he was not satisfied with the way nis offivers were drill-
ing his soldiers,ne went out on the drill ground and persnnally beat up
servral officers in front of the soldiers as an example of what would
happen to any soldier or officer under nim who did not do his duty.
He hee collected thousdnds of doliars from the people which he hap never
turned over to the government. Vertain nfficials,some of them the rep-
rerentatives of another governweni have reported thet he ms collected
350,000,C0 tomans that ther know of within the past few monthas and there
is a good Wit more that they do not ¥now alout. As a matter of Tact
at the present time the “ar department of this country is getting half
of the government revenue and is not accounting for = cent of it,and
it is estimated by reliiable people that the army eofficers extort at
least twice as much &gain as they receive Iin appropriations From the
people in the districts in which theyr are located. For example a man
whio is wealthy is arrested on srme trumped up charge,znd it is not hard
to Tind & charge againat many of Fersias wealthy men,and they are impri-
soned until they pay a heavy fine, +theyv are then releaced upon payment
until they have had time to recuperate their losses when fliie’ are ar-
regsted again and the performance is repeated until the money is squeezed
right out of them. A4t timesthey do not even go through the formality
of an arrest;the person is gimply made to understand that the army or
some officia’ with power wants a certain amount of cash and that it will
be a lot safer for him if he eomes across witliout any noise. In polite
society it is called a “hold-un" but the ordinary held-up man in Ameri-
ca would quit after he had made just one hawl similar to that which these
army officers make.

I might add to the stories ebout this men in ¥eshed but it woukd
not clear matters for vou. Suffice it to say that there is trouble
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in Meshed and it "doth not yet appear" how serious it is. <here are
several posaible explanations, irst the soldiers may be in mutiny
against thips unusually harsh general and are led hy some of their of=-
ficers. This mutiny may be encouraged by .the “usasians who are anxious
te cause trouble in Persia and overthrow the government which seems to

be so pro-Inglish. Secondly this r”**ny may be the work of the Uener-
al himself who is feeling nhis power and thinks that he strong enough
to oppose the central government and set himself up as Shah, It is

rather eary %o 1lmagine .foir we are not a whole lot different in the pole
iticel sitvation of tids coumtry from that of Mexice in the past forty
years. “ut whatever the situation the ‘urkomans who have been chased
across intn RHuseia are evidently taking advinfage of the mix-up fe in-
v“de L'nv esan sgain. they too may be encoursged by the fussians for
political reaamms. &t any rate the goverument is still rushing soldiers
to Meshed as st &a they can send them,and they evidently have a double
job on hand,first a natiny within the army and &an utr_”1nb on_the part

of the '“nkomxna who have never bheen enprP?e‘v subiugated. < think that
* deseribed some of these Turkomans with their huge fur head-dresses and
flaming red rohes as they appeared in Ten‘;an qeveral mnn*hs ago at the

- goronation of the Shah.
vishding this 1

l
I am fir stter about a week afte I started it and still
the newe 1s uncertain concerning fthe +roqble in *e;.ed. The government
le censuring everything that is coming from that direction and the news-
e

papereg have o keep absolubtely cguiet on the subject. “.antime we heve

to content nurselves with rumours while the sixth Pee ian ‘arlaiment

wag opened to-d It was another party for the Shah, <*he elections

have been progrc: lﬂb ;or moaths with & minimum ar-unt of honesty and

a maximum of scandal. In any district whenever the wrong man was elected
some sharge ofi irregularity was trwiped up,the elgtiosu. waz called off

and the right man was elected. “he eicclions have been pretiy nuch a

farce,wh t wi th trumped up elegtions, the wholegale use of monay to buy

vctes.““d gelections 18301nL over three and four weeks wilth the retunrs

reported each day,and everyone priveleged to go out and scare up as many

goited on f ¢ next dar as he t“aught necessary to kxeep him in the race.
sednene knows we have enough ftrouble with elections in America bPut think

what vﬁtld happen in &n antiquated system wher: the voting laﬂted for

three weeks and the fretumns were given out each evening with ¥z, Vare

about tn rush out each morning and gZet all the votes that he needed.

ialk about one verson vot ng twice;what wit! the confusicn of names and

no accurate census anywhere that I ¥now of,I can see absolutely no way

of preventing the same person from voling an indaflinite number of times

in this ’ana,and I have no doubt that i1 is done with the 5roaueﬁf;egﬁ-

s
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larity and eare, I think that even %r.%arec would Erembie in absslute
horror could he inspect an election in Jehcran. _e at least would learn
a few wrinkles that would insure his pegition in polities for the remafh-

der of his life.
: Vell to show that this Madjless is another party for the Shah he
rode in Otate to the ~arliament building and one of these proceseions
which we have already witnessed taice this year,was staged with “is
“aJestv as the central figure. ot only ie the parliamcat at precsent
under his control but it is apparently a btcx riumber cn it = opening day.
lowever,we cannot complain of Fersia;this ig the day off dictators
th- oughout tbe Varld,and Europe in particular, Wit!: all the cé#rruption
at elections and mntinie in the army and 1llegal ccllection of taxes
and money this Shah ecan still make a great improvement over anything
that Persia has known in the past. Possibly there ie not the least
doubt Iin hisz own mind that he must use these means to get the power into
hig hands and if he does not some one less acruﬂuTJua than himeelf will
get hoid of things. *ust close rather abruﬂulv now or never,
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