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Dear Nolher
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nig week has beent he go-called wacation week tiet I
mentioned in my last letter, ot least it han been & vacaticn fom
the boys fOL fal? davs, but apide from that cannotl clalm any otlcer

* s was supposed to get, ready for this

i~

b

vacalion,. -n Lhospe four da
deligious Bduecation Conference,but the tnye are back, the four davs

or reliel are passed and | canmot ray that + am anvwhere near ready for
tae Conference. The explaination seems to have been thaf evervone
heard that the bhys were going to be away and hence Lhey Look the op=-
portunity to wisit us af a time when we nad "nothing to do". Fonday
was not so Lad. e ogh in a 1ittle work but L was just Tairly started.
‘uesday “p.fawyne dropoed in for a little while and gave us the good

jﬂfO“%Otiﬁ“ that the nevw house for us had NPPP rented. e had not soon
er left than “p.Neilsoa,the Americun Consul tehcran witii a v, organ
B€ crrtLv“ to Ir.Millspaugh of the American i;uancr Comiesion P?L?Ed.

L - .

nev simnly rarked themgeives for the dav and tnere wap notaing
but for us fto piteh in and entertain fthem. “hey were .d?lhu their Fo-
harram hnliday and naturally expeected thut we were algo. redneguay

was the 10th of Toharram, the dary on which we had decided to go to the

ity to see the sights of the religious celeb-ation,ol which ware at

1eﬂ5ﬁh ‘n a minute or two. Fhat ws an all day affair and no work was
accompliashed on that day. ‘lenterdiay at tea time a “r. and “rs.”&irley,
gome english people Groppid in 0 see us and sitaved for a while waich
knockes cut one of the best hours in the afternoen. HMr.fairley is the
head of the Anglo-Fersian 911 Company Y [ices in Teher an and about seco
, 8ceond in _command in Perasia, I Lelieve., +ihey gecmed Lo ve very sociable
people.. 1t was really the Ffiret onrortunity that I had to talk v ith
then althcagh & had met them leag hefore this at Church and elscwhere.
Tane boys. began £o shream 533% even nefore fhsse folks had lef't and the
four davs. respite was over with about ~ne day’ s work done. I have trie]l
to piteh in to-day snmeﬁlat,uuf there heve been g2ox many obher thianga
that I have not had a chance to get back to the Lo cation
stustff. =ut aow for the.hi: na" in town,Yednesday, Jteldy has given hey
pide of it_‘n her letters bome, bhut my stérv will probably differ from

hers scmewhat

. One thing we gained from *r.“organ.s vieit ~n iuesﬁay and
that was.a ri‘e 1o t;e cvt\ on “ednesiay sorrning in his automniile,
e .very kindly drove to iadjireesh where we met nim at 5.30 in the morn-
ing ahs ttvﬁcc,to the American begation. “ur progran wae somewhat

conplicated. . “he orders were to he on hand at gix o clock to watch
the performance.. This came throughbthe American LPbufion inasmich ¢
as we were: going with “r.Philip grd *“rs./hi lre Yeheran police
regerye 2 section for fthe Puroreans from , i they can watch the per-
formance and _ .do not know yet why the PLWVV hour unJeu“ they were
anxious to have us in rlace before the show really sfarted i sup-
vose Lno they wanfex us in place tefore the crowd gathered, tniﬂziﬁg
mavbe that thHere wags some danger in our going tJrougn the strec‘*
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after the crowds had gathered and Lhe processions had started. Accord-
ingly we were up at% 3.20 a.m. on our way to ‘ﬁd'reeSﬂ at 4.45 and in
the auto a¥ 5.30 after & 40 winute +a¢¢,a‘d in the Legation grounds in
the city al 3.00 vhers “r8a- ndlip had. kindly invite. us fe have break-
h them. “eedlese to say we had eaten breakfast before the brisk
walk and 50 minute aute ride but were ready for another by
> olty, "fortuhdfﬁ:v for Lhe early start the
ret, down from Tadireesh untll ~;rly 7 a.m
so that if was eight o'clock before we
] grounds and 3,30 hefurw we arrived
Tou rguives ushered to a Tﬂﬁf in one of
en ?aeru scuares,at the northern EN*VAH“P Lo the *azuars. The
szong were starting Trom the soutnsgrn end of the ¢ity and merehs
rth out of this north entr throughitthe open sguare where v
phere and shiortly after that the ke up and returned to thelir homes.
he vrocessions had been goling for swme time wnen we arrived, but inas-
much as there was a goo d deal of 3 tirion In it all and also since the
Tiret %wo .ours or more ware prace sions of the nead cutters, ] was Just
ag glad to %o arrive af nhe Lal of that part and see as Iiiile of
the hlLood as rmsf‘a ie.
ig we were being le
one group of these pury 1
woat hloody ourselves. 48 g heve said all of
ne death of Soseln,the men of Ali,who in Lura r wew(r? of
havm ad,anu the 4th valiph ta succesd “ohammad. sein @ .8 Lo mhve bean
the 5%h Saliph or dimam,but in a war of succession he wns killgd an the
iphwate went tu dﬁhtuur and more distant bhranch of “ophammad 8 fu.l]"
in the pevson of 9 9?¢u. This relizicus BOUT L ag s a commemoration of
the brave fizht wihicen Hosein put usn for his own rights, though he was

ol ol away from the
at our pavking place. “e

tg cur place on Lhe ¢ hzd to brush by
a and bsarely escay @l thout bﬁﬂﬂmfng some
; in mourning for

3

far outnwsbered, and the death ahiieh followed. i*.xJOLwTV enouz the Ver-
slian ~GhaJN5uﬁﬂb I remesbeTingsthae Qs . of %ﬁaﬁin hAnve uxqpfﬂ many
Vhvishian Le a< iings, espedially the idea thet -loseir d

2@ for theilr =i
istered to him
help, when he ¢

and tnat his death Wos Toretold and that the ang
people and with

L

nsg
jusgt before M1L death,and that he refuced Ltheir

could have ied 1t Vecaw € ne knew hnigdeath wgs
ut. the death there would be no stonement. Of 1 of trie has
been borrowad Trom Christianity Shwws v the pentle are
Cor a _Savisur who can really save
*he 7&Wmntab1@ hing is the and they mourn
ath #ith Lhe it jed and 2« +EuTE @re not
ienf only shed blood id8 fthe real vvjhenu he sorrow at such
o« v language feachertiold me Lo-~dax that fhess mourning :rapfa.ue
a vogue in Fersia long before Yohammad and -“escin,and il
have bLeen taken over frem a rmore primitive religion and
pedanisn. 2ut Lo gel bacy Lo the prorc asthe Tiesl-1
head-cubters” who are thus expreasing Frow., Thei
is most terrible and ghastly ko hehq actnality
neariy so bad as It looks. In the Tirst place ihese wnen hnarve

z
recg?nn‘ei,;" th
nrobably hecaus

L N, ™ . s ot p Jove = Fa she bm S 24
vov, probakbly at some gickness Irom which -
4 r
e okther way afflicted, &y and the res

in nes

- - T | oo - . - g | T ) . s
mothkers have Laken the vwow for them afi thell

_has been childle s or in B¢ 349! i !

of the vow is fthat they will join the procession and cut their he

in mourning for ‘lvsein, As I have indicated most of the headeutters
are men,but megany of them are small bovs and in cone inefance we saw &
very tiny child with some small scratches on ithe ftopa_of its head.
*heee men znd vors gatoer for days veforehand in the ®fosques or in a
meetling place and under the guidance of a 'ﬁlldﬂ thiey listen to the
gtory of ithe d:ath of -lesein,and in the recding and cnanting they
begin tn work themselves into a frenzy. ?n Ycﬁhcd thie performance
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startmsg a month before Lthe actual day thoush in Teneran it hardly
startze more than a week ahead of the actual dny. “m the nighi before
the Yig da these- men patacr in the " enje scue) and thig ime taey

tihey beat ihe tops of thelyr heads
shaved off in the fr At and mnmét*
of Shir the¥r heads bLecou® aor
they grart olf in groups Chan 8 parsee ang reveating
it ever and over agalin uwolil ,Le ¥y drunk with Tfrenzy in
many instances. Yeantire Lthey th% cnd’ pped themselves with & long white
rohe, someLiiing liXe & bateasr' s anron, hecaine: &l 75 up the blood
best ‘and everyene can §es how much -‘,‘;;r:y have bled,and a sword, daggser

or lofag knife of gome descrint ‘re leader car*es the chart and taen

1

ot a signal he bringe the sword down on his head,bun not too hard, jus

alme, the hair having teen

RET cafter several hours
Pe Tarly in the merning
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cegsaion s ovéer hé has hecowme I and wedy and ot unusul pesees

enough s prick ihe uV?' surface amns! ceuse the Lnﬁaﬁ to fiow which i
oaes Mose readily. ogwhere are bne bloodvespels nore rensifiive Ttnan
on '‘the %op of theé h&mﬂ and eapeeially after they have heen irgated o
this apecial slﬁnping procens for Rours bafore hend., “*set of the people
are wery carerul nof tc¢ hurt themselwes "t the frouble comes whn some
indiwidpal geis & Lintle oo excited -and really gives himsell & real
plasth.. nf result is that he bileeds e prfusely thet hefore the pro-

h i 7 J
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ot sold, L ig 'revorted bHha re died last year afier the pso:eq%icn

ox over -the head of the pe¥am aum‘t to cul himgelfl tn-or-
A :;.f: gvword fr

&
t'%

from lagh of Elood and oth+r things ovﬂ“u“w** nrovides first aid
staotinng aflong the line of march un 313 Gt out of lgne they
are carrieqd tn one of there rlaces, bar up an 1t home. “ilhe worst
caees $ere garricd off "to the gorerneant hosphlal “riends of Lthe men
in the line usuglly go alnng with the proceerion end Tender sucern hélp
as 'in thougght necessary. ~“nen It leoks a¢ If the individud) nes had suf
fieient the Tirend pulls nim sut of Jines “his yrear the pelice 'kept a
good watichl out and 1If no one pulled & man out 'when it locked as Lf he
had &nhu*h they Wwent in and Loéek therm out by ferce, i

Thiwe matter Lringd ~uf another Teature of *he proceneionsg, nane~
1v the wvart array of works of uerit fhat are mede poonible by Lthese peo-
plev Miving of water,or sugar,/the Tenda¥ing of 31 at any f?Lﬁ such
as wipiuag the blaod Lirom Lhely Tacen, the holding of théir sword, vome-
times the prevenilon of & an Trometiriking nirgelf any furtheér by pnk-
holding a stl 3

fs

cutiting the Nead any nore,cnrrying the
g.are all works gﬁ merlt for the person

d\':l‘ 'rU xTL
bloody tc the aid ntationsg, e

&

that doesg Laer

o =
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Ag & mutier of fasi the whole procesgion was no well guarded and
extreme fenaticlsm discouraged by the conduct of soldiers in dzn,rlﬂg
men Tyom *?e ;:ﬂe that there was little denfer of anyone doing real
damage. ' Lowever,we sdw not Lese than 15 men or more drop out of iine
o gok ﬁreatwtur about Tive of whem Teinted while twe or three had to
be carried off fv. hospitel,  That wes % the ‘place where we were gtand-
ing and I judge that ilere were geveral ctier first aid places dcattered
along Yhe line of march so that these nunberes of capusliies would be
greatly_*ncrpaﬁei were all to be taken inftoc account.

fortunately for mv mervous and dlpgestive svetem thise bloody part
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W deand the interesting part. of the

‘I E

s

8. % 1 serbled hends of strclling
the VﬁTnCU* wﬂr wetere fnnt hed figured

o about finisned m.en we arr
€ at

er

e Lattle znd denth of ‘‘os #nd his utrother ‘“assanrn, P*e were
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recessicn came after that, 7T
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e ery s(“ui:lh.zn caegin armnur and glor:ouplv mounted on norees,
shamr, Lhe genersl who ]th fhs poldiers of Yezid against “oqe‘“,tne cap~
t*vc chi? rer of Popein,the Liehealed hedy of Hosein on a sfret her, the

man whe Tirst found the Qe !
(\

p
P
i
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? body of !lgsein, the dead hodies of the

g1
follovers of fesein slung across ke backs of horses and 17+erx31y
covered with imitat! arg like pin-feathers, numersus riderless her-
s¢s of ‘peln g loya Lhe -horse that ﬁﬁ“riwd the body of ‘gpeecin ad
refused. tc leave it gt horse was wnrshipped by a large group
T &
*

of molQrners wno, v
chgpacters apd_ v
features of Lne .l
chir rarhs

v
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ag Liwey walked slong,
L owae 8o interegted in a
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tind the wi
I go the maracl
and tebration ¢
cle “ut hefore i
prOC 1t time unal
i’;nse he Tarld.
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thG angwer :1 b

it. t semmnd to me A ths m male population of &r :
in that procession all of them Srying to Tind satisfaction for their
soulg in thelr Trenzéel expreasi ong degd long since,
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