ES 225 - Engineering Professionalism and Ethics

Spring 2000
Writing Project #1

Draft Due: Friday, February 4, 2000

Final Paper Due: Friday, February 18, 2000

Purpose:  Each student's writing abilities will be assessed, in particular with respect to grammar, style, and structure.  Once a draft paper is completed, the student will have an opportunity to meet with a Writing Associate (WA) to discuss his or her strengths and weaknesses.  With a set of new tools provided by the WA, the student will then rewrite the assignment and submit the final form to the professor.


In addition, this assignment is meant to introduce the student to the subject of professionalism and ethics.  He/she will be encouraged to think seriously about the subject and how it affects him/her now and in the future.  The outcome of this assignment will be used to compare the student's perception of the topic and writing abilities at the end of the course.
Task:  You are to write a three (3) to four (4) page essay describing an ethical issue that you may have to face in the future as a professional engineer. (Please follow the writing format defined in your course syllabus.)

1) Define what ethics and professionalism mean to you (the student).

2) Outline the issue you have chosen.

3) Explain why you feel it is an ethical issue.

4) State your position on the issue.  Use library resources to provide background or support material for your issue and reference these sources in your paper.

5) Discuss how the issue could be resolved.

6) What, if anything, did you learn from the study of this issue.

Procedure:  The draft submitted will be reviewed by the class Writing Associate (WA).  Each student is responsible for arranging a meeting with the WA.  Each author will then have a chance to make corrections and rewrite the assignment.  The final copy will be collected, along with the "marked" draft copy, and graded by the professor.

