Forks Township Building - General Information - 9/8/00

The Introductory to Planning and Design class, CE-470 of Lafayette College, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, has been charged with designing a new municipal building for Forks Township.  

Population - The 1990 Census Bureau reported the population of Forks Township to be 5923.  Forks township manager, George Gemmel, expect the 2000 census report to show almost a doubling of population.  It is anticipated that by 2010, according to Gemmel, the population will double again and by 2020 the population in Forks Township will rise to between 27,000 and 28,000.

Income - The average income in 1996 for Northampton County (Forks Township is in Northampton County) was $26,950 according to the Census Bureau.  The average income for Forks Township is above the average. 

General Overview of the Function of the Forks Township Building - The primary dealing at the Forks Township municipal building are,

· Roadwork

· Snow Removal

· Sewer lines

· Tax Collection

· Maintain Township Ordinances 

· Permits

· Codes

· Land use

Also all town meetings are held at the township building.  Mr. Gemmel believes that although the workload will increase with the present employees, the organization of the office will improve with the layout of the new building.  For this reason Mr. Gemmel believes that the staff will remain about the same size.  He would like to consider about 100 ft2 per staff member.

Areas Mr. Gemmel would like us to consider - 

· Building Layout

· All services to be handled on the first floor

· Wired for computers - Video Conferencing Capability 

· Storage - Records

· GIS system

· Pedestrian Traffic Flow

· Placement of building in central location

· Ample parking for the entire area - Firehouse, Recreation, Municipal Building, Athletic Building

· Traffic flow in and out of the congested area.

Some Areas of Concern - 

· Karst topography

· Limited access and egress from an already busy roadway

