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Meeting with Borough Council

· Info about pool provided by Klara Tarsi:


-
Built in 1972


-
Has reached maximum life


-
Pool was originally funded by $300,000 from Green Acres.  The rest of the money was 


provided by the John Dollack American legion.


-
Yearly cost of operation is $60,000-$70,000


-
Was leased to Easton YMCA starting in 1993


-
The pool has run a deficit for the past 2 years.  Last year the deficit was $8,000

· Info from Borough Attorney, Chris Troxell:


-
Lot 1.01 (the Green Acres lot) must be used for outdoor recreation.  This is an 



encumbrance that will last indefinitely.


-
Lot 1 has been encumbered since the 1970’s.  This encumbrance mandates that the 


property be used by the public for recreation.

· Grants/Loans:


-
The borough received a $200,000 Green Acres loan at the end of 1999.  The Borough 


must start to use the money by the end of this year.  The money is supposed to be used 


for:

· Repair of pool

· Playground ($50,000)

· Baseball field

· Pavilion


-
The Borough is eligible to apply for Small Cities grant.  This type of grant may be used 


to fund activities for senior citizens.


-
The Council is not aware of any other grants for which the Borough is eligible (besides 


Green Acres and Small Cities).

· Lawn recycling


-
People bring their yard waste to the property; every 2 weeks the waste is pushed over to 


the cornfield.  The farmer turns the waste over.


-
Lawn recycling could be moved to another site.

· Miscellaneous


-
The building next to the pool contains a bath house and concession stand


-
The “field house” contains a kitchen, a wrestling area, and storage room for sports 


equipment


-
The pool will not be open this summer


-
Either of the two lots (Lot 1 and Lot 1.10) may be leased out using a “lease hold”.  (Not 


necessary to subdivide.)


-
The board has already voted to add a senior center to the property.

Meeting with the Public

· Marie Bell


-
Alpha is 60-70% senior citizens (confirmed by Klara)


-
All seniors go to Phillipsburg for services


-
Need senior/youth/community center


-
Number of children in schools has doubled over past 6 years ( not enough gym space or 

sports fields


-
No outdoor basketball court


-
Wrestling facilities inadequate


-
Only 1 basketball gym for 10-15 teams; can only practice 4-9 p.m.


-
No outdoor basketball courts


-
Willing to help research funding sources

· Guy Pierfy


-
Part of Office for Aging


-
Has helped to provide services for seniors, but they do not want to be bothered


-
Golden Age Club – about 70 seniors are members


-
Wants to stabilize tax increases


-
Borough has 5 ball fields, does not need more

· Bob Ferara


-
Please renovate pool


-
Need senior/youth center


-
Kids need more practice time


-
Very difficult to schedule gym time

· Mrs. Kline


-
Has been an avid pool-goer for 9 years


-
Ratio of children is growing


-
Houses are sold in 1-2 weeks


-
Families with children usually have at least 2-3


-
Sports teams (especially wrestling and soccer) are tired of losing to due insufficient 


gym/field time ( parents are pulling kids from sports in Alpha and taking them to other 


communities


-
Taxes are about $5,000-$7,000 – not unreasonable

· Senior Center


-
Check out Easton YMCA and Forks Community Center as examples


-
Might include:

· Multi-purpose room


-
Aerobics


-
Dances (30-45 people attend line dances at firehouse)


-
Shows


-
Bingo


-
Dance classes (generate revenue)

· Smaller rooms



-
Card games (bridge)



-
Blood pressure screening



-
Get professional help with taxes

· Computer room

· Youth Athletic Association


-
Will help maintain community center


-
Currently takes in children from surrounding communities; would continue to do that


-
Would like to have more programs (currently no soccer or field hockey)


-
Needs another ball field


-
Would like to see built onto athletic building



Note: Borough had bought a prefabricated building to add to athletic facility, but the 


seller wants to charge an $80,000 erection fee ( the building is still in pieces somewhere 

in the Borough

· Pool


-
People from Greenwich, Pohatocon, Clinton come to pool


-
Without the pool, there is nothing else to do in the summer


-
No need to expand pool; just fix what is there


-
Real estate agents use pool as selling point


-
Money: 

· Current pool fees are $112/family per year – could be increased (fees in nearby communities are $400-$500)

· Citizens Group for Pool raises $20,000/year

· Need $70,000/year just to operate pool – does not include repairs

· Mayor believes that citizens who use the pool will not mind tax increase

· Need $250,000-$300,000 just to make pool meet code requirements (drainage, electricity); other repairs are needed (e.g. bathrooms)

· Community is very committed to fundraisers


-
Citizens worry that if the pool is removed, more children will swim in the quarry 



(dangerous)


-
Can pool be indoor?  Retractable roof?

· Ideas for repair/maintenance of facilities


-
NJ Youth Corps


-
Annedale Correctional Facility (insurance a problem?)

· Yard waste


-
Borough Council would like to move it to another site; would like to see it replaced by a 


revenue-generating facility


-
No attendant ( get waste other than leaves and grass clippings

· Flooding


-
15 houses affected by flooding: Klara will give us their contact info and send them letters 

telling them that we will be contacting them


-
Developer want to put 109 houses across highway ( may help with funding of regional 


detention basin



Note: The only things that a developer can be asked to contribute to are utilities, storm 


drainage, traffic control

· Parking: not enough parking spaces ( people usually park on grass (they do not mind doing that)
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