Coliform Summary Sheet

Coliforms are indicator organisms used to alert water uses that there may be a type of contamination that can lead to sickness and possibly even death.  Coliforms are made of the following genera found in the family Enterobacteriacae.
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Not all member of the Family Enterobacteriacae are Coliforms


Properties of Coliforms

· Gram negative  (a staining technique)

· Bacillus (rod shaped)

· Facultative anaerobes (can exist in an environment with no oxygen)

· Non-spore forming

Drinking water standards based on Total Coliform (TC) test.

No more than 5% of 40 or more samples/month can be positive, if less than 40 samples taken in one month then no more than 1 sample can be positive


Every sample containing TC must be analyzed for Fecal Coliform (FC – indicator organism is Escherichia Coliform or E. Coli.). 

TC = Warm blooded Animals; FC Warm blooded Mammals
MCLG for TC and FC is 0.

If FC is positive and/or TC greater than 5% (or 1 in 40 or less) than action must be taken to address the issue.

TC test done at 35oC; FC test done at 44.5oC

Recreational Area Standards based on TC test.


TC test must show less than 1000 coliform/100 ml

Coliforms reported as # of colonies per 100 milliliter of sample
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