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 J.I. Miller

Government and Law 245

Lafayette College 

Fall 2013

Office: Kirby 112
Telephone: 610-330-5402

E-mail: millerj@lafayette.edu

Office Hours: Mon.1-4, and by appointment

Early American Political Thought
COURSE GOALS

1. To enrich students’ knowledge of American political theory and politics.

2. To make students familiar with several important American political theorists.


3. Students should become more aware of central themes in American political thought, including democracy, liberty, community, centralization, individualism, race, and power.


4. Students should see how early American political thought is connected with American politics today.

MEANS TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS


1. Read the assignments carefully and always bring the assigned text to class. Discussions are much better if everyone does the reading. To this end, and to encourage discussion, I will sometimes call on people at random Students in course evaluations frequently complain that other students in class do not read the assignments. Students get credit for having done the reading and lose credit for not doing it. Students who have done the reading but don’t understand it get credit. Please contribute to class discussion if you’ve done the reading assignment.


2. Students must write three 7-8 papers on the assigned texts. These are not research papers so no outside reading is required or encouraged. There will be quizzes.

3. I will give short lectures and encourage class discussions. From time to time I will show films, create forums on Moodle, and break the class into discussion groups during class. Stay tuned.


4. Read The New York Times, at least Monday through Friday. The paper is distributed free on weekdays at Marquis Hall and Farinon. You can also purchase a subscription through the college bookstore or buy the paper at Wawa. I’ve posted a file on the class Moodle site about how to access The Times on line.

5. Attendance policy: always come to class unless you have a valid excuse. A student can have up to three unexcused absences with no effect upon the grade. Once a student exceeds three unexcused absences, the grade drops 1/3 of a grade per absence, until there are six unexcused absences, at which point the student receives an F in the course. Very few students have more than 3 unexcused absences. Most excused absences are for illness, a death in the family, or an away varsity game. And see the following: http://deanofthecollege.lafayette.edu/advising-network/deans-excuse. 


6. Using an electronic device in class is considered to be an unexcused absence.  No electronics are permitted in class, including laptops, tablets, and cell-phones. Turn them off and put them away so that they won’t tempt you. Believe me, I know the temptation. If you need an exception please come see me. 
COURSE OUTCOMES


1. Students will be able to write coherent essays about theoretical texts. 


2. Students will be able to understand political and theoretical arguments presented in difficult texts.


3. Students will know more about early American thought, politics, and history.


4. Students will be able to articulate their thoughts about politics and political ideas.
GRADING PERCENTAGES

1. Average of Three Papers: 75%

3. Participation: 25%, which can take the form of: 

a. Substantive contributions to class discussion 

b. Substantive contributions to Moodle forums and postings 


c. Quote analyses that explicate and respond to the assigned reading


d. Grades on pass/fail quizzes

e. Optional class presentations (10-15 minutes)

ASSIGNED TEXTS

Please come to class with the assigned edition (publisher, translation, etc.) In our discussions we will often refer to specific passages on specific pages so we all need to be looking at the same page.
John Winthrop, “Model of Christian Charity,” “Defence of an Order of Court,” and “A Little Speech” (Moodle)
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (Harper Collins)
Tom Paine, Rights of Man, Common Sense, and Other Political Writings (Oxford University Press)
Merrill Peterson, ed., The Portable Thomas Jefferson (Penguin)
David Wootton, ed., The Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers (Hackett)
Frederick Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom (Penguin)

TOPICS, READING ASSIGNMENTS, AND DEADLINES
I. American Politics and Character: Localism, Democracy, Community, Political Participation, Equality, Race 
Tocqueville, Democracy in America, volume 1: pp. 9-20; 31-47 (August 29); 56-70, 87-98, 180-201 (September 3); 220-61 (Sep. 5); 316-63, 395-400, 408-13 (Sep. 10)
II. A First Attempt at Founding: Community, Mission, and Authority
John Winthrop, “Model of Christian Charity” [Moodle] (Sep. 12); “Defence of an Order of Court,” and “A Little Speech” (Sep. 14). All of these will be posted on Moodle. 

A draft of the first paper on Tocqueville and/or Winthrop is due on Monday, September 30, at 10 A.M. It may be submitted on paper or on Moodle.  A paper copy of the final draft is due on Friday, October 4, 3 P.M., in the Government Office. Three days later you should post a copy of each paper on Moodle for a backup. I will spot-check drafts on line or review them with you in my office. 
III. The Liberals


A. The Portable Thomas Jefferson: Liberalism: 193-9, 208-13, 235-41, 251-3; 332-46, 428-33, 449-51, 533-9 (Sep. 19); The Liberal Self: 330-1, 366-7; Democracy: Letters, 414-18, 444-5, 552-6 (Sep. 24); On the Races and Slavery: 25, 93-105, 122-8, 185-93, 214-5, 544-7, 567-9 (Sep. 26). 

B. Tom Paine, Rights of Man, Common Sense, and Other Political Writings: 1-44 (October 1); 44-59, 63-78, 190-202 (Oct. 3)

IV. The Conservatives

Articles of Confederation, 317-324; Address of the Minority of the Pennsylvania Convention, 3-24 (Oct. 8); Speech of Patrick Henry, 25-42, Centinel, 65-73 (Oct. 10), in David Wootton, ed., The Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers
Fall Break: Tuesday, October 15
V. Power, Anti-Democracy, Human Nature 
Federalist Papers, numbers 1, 2, 6, 9 (Oct. 17); 10, 15, 23, 28 (Oct. 22); 33, 37, 39, 47(Oct. 24) 49, 51, 53, 62 (Oct. 29); 63, 70, 78, 84 (Oct. 31) in David Wootton, ed., The Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers

A draft of the second paper on Paine, Jefferson, the Antifederalists, and/or the Federalists is due on Monday, November4 at 10 AM, in the Government Office or on Moodle. A paper copy of the final draft is due Friday, Nov.8, at 3:30 PM in the Government Office.
VI. Jacksonian America: Individualism, Workers, Women, Family, and Democratic Despotism
Tocqueville, Democracy in America, vol. 2. 417-18, 429-41, 465-468, 503-517 (November 5); 555-572, 584-603 (Nov. 7) 627-645, 667-679 (Nov. 12); 690-705 (No. 14)
Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 28. 
IX. An African-American Response to Slavery as Oppression
Frederick Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom: 29-96 (Nov. 19); 97-162 (Nov. 21); 163-233 (Nov. 26); 233-69, 340-344 (December 3)
Last Day of Class: Assignment to be Announced (December 5)


A draft of the third paper on Tocqueville or Douglass is required by Monday, December 3, 10:30 AM in the Government Office or on Moodle. The final draft is due Tuesday, December 12, 3 PM in the Government Office. 
Classroom Etiquette

1. Please don’t use electronics during class.

2. Please don’t come late.

3. Please don’t eat in class.

4. Please try to stay in class for the whole period.
� 1. A quote analysis consists of two paragraphs in which you choose a passage of a few sentences from the day’s reading and write about it. n the first paragraph of the analysis explain the author’s argument in the quotation.


	 In the second paragraph present your own argument that supports, expands upon, or criticizes the central point of the quotation. 


	Please post the quote analysis on Moodle by 10PM the night before the class. You should then read your quote analysis aloud at the beginning of the class period. If I forget to call on you, please call that to my attention. The presentation should take less than five minutes. A maximum of three quote analyses will be required from each student during the semester. 


	The optional class presentation is an opportunity or students who want to participate in class on their own terms. You might present a creative set of ideas or responses to the authors. You could use music or visual media. For example, you could discuss how the Occupy Wall Street movement would respond to Tom Paine or the Federalist papers. You might work with other students and create a debate between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists. You could even present contemporary scholars’ interpretation of our authors. Be creative.


----------------


On Academic Honesty


From the Lafayette College Faculty Advising Handbook:


In order to maintain the scholarly standards of the College and, equally important, the personal ethical standards of our students, it is essential that the written assignments submitted by students be their own personal work, just as is expected in examinations and class participation.  The following general statement is designed to guide students in the writing of essays, term papers, compositions, themes, and reports and to forestall acts of plagiarism, misrepresentation and collusion, and consequent disciplinary action:


Use of Other Persons’ Writings�The appropriation of the ideas or phrases of others without acknowledgment is plagiarism and must be regarded as dishonest.


Use of Reference Material�A student must often read extensively before doing any writing.  Certain passages in books and articles may be helpful in illustrating ideas that student wishes to develop.  There is no objection to quoting such passages provided they are placed within quotation marks and their source is indicated by means of footnotes or other accepted means of showing authorship.  Obviously, if an essay consists largely of quotations, it will not normally be regarded as an original piece of work.  Paraphrasing, the appropriation of ideas with changed wording is a form of plagiarism unless the name of the person paraphrased is mentioned.  Each piece of written work should contain a complete bibliography of books and articles that been used in its preparation.  The name of the author, the title of the work, and the place and date of the edition should be given.


Use of Other Students’ Work�It is self-evident that to submit the work of another student, with or without revision, is dishonest and subjects one to disciplinary action.  The use of another person’s notes or rough draft of a similar subject is considered equally dishonest.


Working Together�Occasionally two or more students will consider it desirable and proper to engage in a joint investigation with individual essays or reports as the finished products.  Such a procedure must be regarded as misrepresentative unless the instructor concerned has given consent, has approved the details of the collaboration, and collaboration is acknowledged in stating authorship of the report.


Reuse of a Paper�The submission of one’s own written work that has previously been used in another connection is a procedure that should not be followed without the explicit permission of the instructor in the present course.


https://facultyadvising.lafayette.edu/policies/academic-integrity/
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