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MONOCRYSTALLINE	
  
Efficiency	
  rates:	
  

15%-­‐20%	
  	
  
Performs	
  best	
  in	
  
cooler	
  condiFons	
  
Excellent	
  life	
  span	
  
and	
  warranty	
  
Most	
  expensive	
  

POLYCRYSTALLINE	
  
Efficiency	
  rates:	
  

10%-­‐15%	
  	
  
Slightly	
  beMer	
  
performance	
  in	
  
hoMer	
  condiFons	
  
Excellent	
  life	
  span	
  
and	
  warranty	
  
Less	
  expensive	
  

than	
  
monocrystalline	
  

THIN	
  FILM	
  
Efficiency	
  rates:	
  

6%-­‐10%	
  	
  
Most	
  efficient	
  in	
  
hot	
  weather,	
  less	
  
effecFve	
  in	
  cooler	
  

condiFons	
  
Expected	
  lifespan	
  

is	
  less	
  than	
  
crystalline	
  panels	
  
Least	
  expensive	
  

T y p e s  o f  P V  P a n e l s  

The cost of PVs has declined and additional technical 
advances will result in further cost reductions.	
  

Cumulative Solar PV Capacity 
in the U.S. from 2000-2013  

(in megawatts) 

New Global Installed Solar PV 
Capacity from 2000-2013  

(in megawatts) 
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MONOCRYSTALLI
NE	
  

hMp://
hardware.global-­‐
supplier.com/
product/

monocrystalline-­‐
solar-­‐panel-­‐
GFM220-­‐

GFM260.html	
  

POLYCRYSTALLINE	
  
hMps://

ecoaltenergy.word
press.com/tag/
polycrystalline-­‐
solar-­‐panels/	
  

THIN	
  FILM	
  
hMp://

www.cleantechin
vestor.com/
portal/

solarpowercomm
ent/10005-­‐solar-­‐
buffeM-­‐backs-­‐
thin-­‐film.html	
  

hMp://
www.solarpanelsforyourhome.us
/how-­‐solar-­‐work/how-­‐does-­‐
photovoltaic-­‐grid-­‐Fe-­‐solar-­‐
system-­‐work/	
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