


Lafayette’s

First-Class
Women

Fifieen years after their graduation, members of the first coed
class reflect on the College’s influence on their lives

afayette will never be the same. Alter
i vear’s study, the board of trustees
decided last spring that it was time o
reverse more than 135 vears of tradi-
tion by letting the girls in.”

That's how the October 1969 edition of the Lafayerte

Hemaus News announced the College’s plans [or coedu-
cation. [t was a move that eventually was accepted by all
college constituencies, but not without much soul-search-
ing and 1nternal squahbles,

According 1o The Brography of & Coflege by Archivist
and Professor Emeritus Albert W, Gendebien, coeduca-
tion first became an issue in May 1967 when the faculty
instructed the president Lo appoeint a special commities
Lo investigate the possibility of admitting females to de-
gree progrivms. That committee recommended to the fac-
ulty in March 1968 that women be admitied. The faculty
approved the recommendation by voice vote,

I'herealter tollowed a series of meetings with and gues-
tionnaires to the College’s constituencies, and the estab-
lishment of a4 special committee on coedocation. The
committee recommended to the Board of Trustees that
women be admitted, and the Board —rejecting an alter-
nate propasal to become a “coordinate coltege™ with
nearby Cedar Crest College for women -—voted to do so
at its September 1969 meeting. One year later, “the girls™
matriculated at Lafayette.

The decision had many ramifications for the College:

66

what would happen to the fraternity system; how would
wemen be accommodated in intercollegiate athletie pro-
grams; how would the traditionally male-dominated,
technical majors like engineering be affected; where
would the girls live; how would an increase in number of
students with no corresponding increase n campus facili-
ties and number of faculty affect the College’s social and
academic environment.

And, how would the girls oit in”?

That's the question that was posed to selected members
of Lafayette's first coeducational class, the Class of 1974,
They were asked to reflect back on their years at the Col-
lege, to describe what it was like to be one of the first.
how they were treated by their male counterparts, the
faculty and administration, and how they survived being,
ultimalely, strangers in a strange land. And, they were
asked to comment on how their Lafayette expenience -
social, extracurnicular, and academic — has influenced
them in their hives today. In other words, was being one
of Lafavette’s first women waorth it?

Omn the following pages, seven Lafavetle women answer
those aforementioned questions, and address their rela-
tionship with the College today. In many respects, they
really have come a long way from their first walk across
the Quad.

Fhe editor thanks Dreacy MoCerand 90 gnd Rebecca
Sefnlthers Y0 for their research assistance for this story
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remember walking across the

Quad at dusk and having men

I'd never seen before calling

me by name. With only 90

some female faces i the
Freshman Directory, 1L was pretty
easy 10 be recognized. Classes were
called to order with the word “gen-
tlemen.” [ don't think T realized how
add the whole situation was untl a
“History of Rome" class when [ dis-
covered | was the only woman in the
classroom. | never lelt any hostility
or animosity directed towards me for
invading the male sanctum that was
Lafayette, but | did at times experi-
ence i sense of alienation,

The legacy with which my four
vears at Lafavette left me is an odd
one. Lafayette's ratio forced me to be
aware of mysell as a member of a
minority, 4 perception which would
not have occurred in another envi-
ronment. Being the only woman in a
classroom of men, while novel at
hirst, quickly became lonely, Having
so many male professors left me
with few role models, 1'm convinced
to this dav the sole reason [ ended
up as an anthropology major was
because my only female professor
freshman vear taught this subject.
She was a very “liberated”™ woman
whom | much admired.

How | ended up in a career in
nursing has some indirect connec-
ton with my Lafavette education. [
now work on 4 medical Noer o a
hospital and at a women'’s health
center, | believe [ would not have

Jacqueline hrieger Doyle is a registered
nurse and mother of two danghters.

HOLAFAYETTE MAGAZINE « SUMMER 1089

been as aware of the need for im-
proved women’s health care iF] had
nat been so conscious of my own
feminine identity during my college
career. [ he fact that my profession
is a “traditional woman's occupa-
tion" does not bother me. [Fany-
thing. my vears at Lafayette have
taught me to take great pride in the
strength, courage, and wisdom
women have. Aad, it's ironic that
myv profession s the mirror image of
my experience at Lafayette, A few
men are now entering the field of
nursing. | truly empathize with
them, having gone through such a
similar expericnce myself

Being one of the first women ad-
mitted to Lafayette came with it a
responsibility. We were breaking

every new ground and setting up
new parameters for the institution.
[n retrospect, | believe the personal
growth | experienced at Lafayette
was tar more vatuable to me than
what | learned academicaily. [ am
gratelul for the four years and the di-
rection my life took because of the
experience, [

Javquetine Kreger Dovie gradiated
with a degree in Psyoholoey, and
wers a meniber of the Ecology and
History Clubhs. She is a registereed
nurse for Planned Parenthood at the
flunterdon County Medical Center.
St and her hishand, John, gre par-
ents of two datehiers, T4-vear-ofd
Maity and 7-year-ofd Savah.

In February 19649, about 750 Lafayette men and 30 women from nearby Cedar
Crest and Centenary Colteges rallied 1o support coeducation, Just over a year and
a half later, members of Lafayette's first coed class arrived on campus.




cople in New Frosh, Soles

Hall, and some over on

Cattell Street always knew

when the weekend was

near, | would be rapping
on doors across the campus to bor-
row records for my Friday afternoon
radio show on WIRH-FM. | learned
a lot about radio at Lafavette, not
(rom reading or altending lectures,
but from listening and experiment-
ing and having friends with very
good ears.

Today 1 host a classical program
at & public radio station and find
that some of the questions we were
asking instinctively at Lafavette are
being raised directly at this time
throughout the public radio system.
In order to build a base large enough
to allow public stations to survive fi-
nancially, they are being forced to
ask: what 15 radio and what does it
do well?

The answers 1 have formulated
seem rooted in my experience of the
power ol radio as learned in the
basement of Hoge Hall. | remember
playing some music by Bessie Smith
one afternoon and taiking a bit
about her life and death. | simply
could not have anticipated the
respense — on the phone, at Pops’
shop, and in the halls of Pardee. All
kinds of people were excited by what
they heard, and wanted to know
maore and listen lurther. It was a rev-
elation for me.

Depending upon where vour room
was on campus, vou could always
pull in WNEW-FM trom New York
or WMME-FM from Philadeiphia,
so announcers al WIRH were chal-
lenged to play what people wanted.,
but also to surprise and delight them.
The music mix was all-important,
and, 19 years later, | still am using
principles | learned @t Lafayetle in
planning my musical shows. There
were considerations of texture and
imstrumentation, balance of tempos
and rhythms. We wanted to juxta-
pose pleces in such a way that we
could hear each in a different light
and notice something that we had
nat heard before,

And there was no better discipline
for us as radio announcers than
knowing we would have to face our
listeners as soon as we guened up at
the cafeteria or walked into class on

Monday. You never forgot that peo-
ple whao felt @ personal conpection
with vou and the music you chose
were listening very carcfully out
there, It was theough those carly ex-
periences al Lafavette that | became
convinced thal such links with lis-
teners are significant, and they have
spurred me 1o try to learn more
about ways to use the medium cre-
atively and not to lose touch with the
vitality of those free-wheeling days
at WIRH-FM. [

Erika Funke, who entered Lafayeite
as an fnternational Affairs major
and switched to Exglish her sopho-
mare vear, Is a radio producer for
HWVLA-FM in Fitgston, PA. She
transterred to the University aof
Chivago and finished hier conrse
wark there 1 1974

Erika Funke is a radio producer at WYIA-FM in Pittston, PA.

s a freshman, [ intended
to pursue a4 B.S. in
Mathematics. [ gradu-
ated in spring 1974 with
n A.B. in Psychology, a
teaching certificate, and a sense of
purpase, My Lafavette experience
had inspired me to study for a mas-
ter’s degree 1 education with em-
phasis on working with emeotionally
disturbed children.
| have a clear recollection of one
Lafavette expenence which influ-
enced my carcer choice. One day one
of my psycholopy classes visited a
school for emotionally disturbed
children, I recall seeing a cute little
girl standing at an easel painting a
very realistic preture of a dog. But for
the exceptional realism of her work,
she appeared to be an average first-
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Naney MeKinrick Stark amd {from left) Douglas, Michael, Emiiy, and Brian,

grader. Then her teacher told us that
since the death of the girl's pet, the
only peture that she could produce
wis the remarkahie renderning of this
dog.

That experience moved me to
enrall in the education semester at
Lafavette, | was convineed that [
conld make a difference (o some
emaoticnally disturbed child.

After praduate school [ waorked
with emotionally disturbed adoles-
cents in 4 partal hospitalization pro-
gram, and later in g residential treat-
ment facility. In all, [ spent about
four vears teaching and working with
these special children. In that time
there were some real positive experi-
ences. but they were few and far be-
tween. In the end, 1 left this field o
raise a family. [ have no thought of
returning to a teaching career,

Overall, my coflege experience wis
critfical in many ways, 1t was a time
of growing up, iearmng to make de-
cisions, and living independently.
However, T have no doubt that one
singular experience influenced me to
pursue a particular career —a career
I hardly could have recognized when
t enrolled at Lafuyette. O
Nancy MceKittrick Stark, the daneh-
ter of Alexander J MeKitrick 'S0, s
w watereodor artest in Hureisonburg,
Virginmia She and her fnehand,
Donglas 74, are parents of Brian, 9.
Fmily, 7 and Michael, 6.
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eing a member of La-

fayette’s first co-ed class

prepared me for the world

of business. In entering

tie manufacturing warld,
there were no women managers he-
tore | started. Yer [ was somewhat
comlortable with that type of situa-
tion. speaking up, and coping with
the mnuendo of this world.

Because ol the small size of the
College, [ had opportunitics for lead-
ership and involvement. | became
mvolved with the Alumni Associa-
tion in its long-range planning pro-
cess through Director of Alumni Af-
fairs Bill Greenip, Through this carly
work with the Association, [ learned
about the opportunities for alumni
to stay involved wath the College -
anel this has lead to varnoos partici-
pation and leadership roles as a vol-
unteer, including trustesship,

The difference I note today be-
tween women i 1974 and 1989 is
that women are more readily ac-
cepted in leadership positions than
e my early davs at Lafavetre, T was
ill at ease as the first woman running
for vice president of Student Gov-
ernment in @ campus of 1600 men
and 200 women. As 1 look hack, |
wis never as comfortable with my
peer group as 1 was with faculty and
admimstration. 1t seeroed they val-
ued breaking the barrer more than
the students.

There is special recognition af-
forded to being a member of La-

fayette’s first coed class, My class,
1974, 15 always signihicant in the
College's historv—and that distine-
tion makes seeing mends and re-
unioning much more spectal.

Some of my professors, Mickey
Glantz and Donald Borak in partic-
ular, had a great influence on me in
their seminars because of their car-
ing and interest in getting students (o
think and not just to regurgitate an-
swers, Much of my work today in-
volves trying to get traditional orga-
nizations to think and behave
differently by changing what the
work 15, Much of my time 1s spent m
a seminar form, creating the possi-
bility to think differently. Often-
times, I think back on how my pro-
fessors at Lafayette, and other
institutions, hrought me to under-
standing, and this enables me to do
better. [

A membor of the Boward of Trusiees
and a past prestedent of the Maroon
Clud, Deidre Bradbury Keenun grad-
teated weith degrees in Philoxophy
and Gavernment. At Lataveie she
wiis a restdent adviser, @ siudent
meniher of several irdstee commit-
tees, and editor tn chiet of the Tterary
magazine. Fhe TV83 reciprent of the
Clifton Mavticld 09 Outstanding
Yowng Al Award, she iva pubiic
aflfaies manager for Procter and
Crammile

Dejdre Bradbury Reenan is a pubiie
affairs manager for Procter & Gamble.




came 10 Lalavette having been

rejected by my first choice

school. Coming from an all-

female high school, | didn’t

immediately perceive that
there would be a “down-side™ to
being in a minority. The tact that
[afayerte was just gotng co-ed didn’t
have a major impact on my decision
o attend. | was asked to apply, liked
the looks of the campus, and was
aware of its solid academic reputa-
Lon.

Onee enrolled, 1 found that being
a big fish in the small pond (of
women) was an advantage. | made
the varsity basketball team, carned a
slot on the College radio station
schedule, and became a resident ad-
viser, all of which might not have
happened if there had been more
competition.

Conversely, T did not ind the
small group of women a cohesive
one: the friendships made at La-
favette have for the most part not
survived the test of ime. | have more
and closer hinks with my high school
classmates, and would be more in-
clined to make an effort to attend a
high school reunion than a college
one.

Although [ enjoyed my time at
Lafayette, | regret to say [ have been
hack only once in 15 years, and it
was not for a specific college event.
S0, my views on the status of women
now are tormed by the Lafayvette
pubiications | read, rather than from
first-hand experience. [ regretted to
iearn, though, of the prevalence of
sorortiies at Latavette. It seems to
mie that such a small school
shouldn’t need to encourage exclu-
sive social groups. Sororities, in my
view, work better 1o personalize a
large campus where sheer numbers
of students inhibit the sort of inter-
action that should occur naturalfly at
Lafayette. [}

Jean Christoff Nivizke o5 a Foreign
Service Officer stationed in London.
She eraduated with degrees in Inter-
national Aflairs and French, and was
a mrenzher of the fternational Rela-
e Soctety, the Long-Range Plan-
ning Conunittee, and the Martial
Arts Club. She and her usband,
Ronuld, are parents of three-year-old
Muatthew and one-vear-old Daniel.

Jean Christofl Nietzke aﬁd one-year-
old son, Danicl,

came to Lafayette a verv im-

mature and inexperienced

voung person. Even then, as

timid and unfocused as | was.

I was following a dnve: 1o do
things semeone else hasn’t done; to
discover something; to go some-
where uncommon, fresh, and un-
cluttered. it 15 an instinet that | fol-
lowed, like a haby bird clumsily
getting hersell out of the nest ¢ven
though it is difficult and she doesn’t
really know why she is doing it and
she must be a little scared.

That's what brought me to La-
tavette. | wanted to be challenged. |
wanted an education with substance.
[ didln’t want courses full of air. And
the idea of being in the first class of
women was very appealing to me, It
was ditfereot.

But | had no whea what college
could do for me. | had no idea of
what | wanted to be. I rermember
always yearning for & baby of my
own to nurse and cuddle. But 1 did
not like the idea of babysitting chil-
dren, forever doing housework,
growing older, and being an un-
happy middle-aged woman whaose
work 15 done. That prospect looked
dreary. [t wasn’t enough.

My education at Lativette in-
Nuenced me in the sense that some
of the books | read changed me. |
learned how to read critically, 1o rec-
ognize subtle braces. Although 1 now
sometimes feel unappreciated, over-

worked, and exhausted, like no one
sees that there is an intelligent, com-
municative person in here, 1 don't
feel lost 1o the world. | feel isolated
but I know it is temporary. Without
my education, I might feel a lot
more desperate.

[ am following a traditional
woman's career not because [ was
confined or led here. It is that little,
silent, rebellious, adventurous, cur-
tous, creative spirt that 1s pushing
more out of its hiding — thanks to
my hushand’s energy and patience,
my parents’ love and good sense, and
my education — that makes me do
this and do il the only way | believe
is right.

But as | became the mother of
one, then two, then three children, it
came as a revelation to me that | ac-
tually could not be a mother and be
whatever else | dreamed of. | inally
accepted that | couldn’t do both un-
less I give up the care of my chil-
dren, and that [ refuse to do. I'm
proud to do what women have
always done. what female ammals of
all species do.

Yet | usually react negatively
when people question why 1 chose
motherhood as my career, They are
labeling me as someone who goes
along with what s expected. 15 afraid
to be different, 1s not creative or
imaginative. Of course that makes
me angry. [ do what 1 think is right.
traditional or non-traditional. I am
stubbornly following my own beliefs
against the very strong current of
fashion: stayv-at-home mothers are
pretty much glone now. | am rebel-
ling agarnst that,

I do a lot of things women don’t
usually do. I had my babies my own
way, onc at home, delivered by a
midwile who respected birth and the
mother/child bond. I nersed my
children until they weaned them-
selves. [ take my children places and
do things with them. 1 take care of
them myselt because [ refuse to re-
linquish my rights as a parent to
someoene else, That beliel goes way
beyvond my own ambitions and
dreams.

I am involved now in starting 4
small company. I work at home and
I take my children with me on busi-
ness outings if | have to. I am lucky
enough 10 have a partner who also
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feels that there 15 no reason children
can't be around. My dream tor this
enterprise is that it will evolve into a
business that lets women work,
create, have inancial independence,
and still be with or near their chil-
dren. {1

Karen CGorman Cunningham and her
hushand, Stephen 73, are parenis of
fwa sons, May and Jake, and a
daughter, Tohey She majored in
FEnglich and rook quite a few French
courses qi Lalavete, bue feft in 1973
fo marey and complete her course-
work ai the University of San Fran-
ciseo, She has not seen Latayvette
stnce

remember so vividly the Sep-
tember morning in 1970 when
my classmates and [ made his-
tory as the first “ladies™ to
enroll at Lafavette, As my par-
ents and | drove onto College Hill
and pulted up in the ever-so-long
line to unload the car, you could in-
stantly see the change “we girls”
would make. The most obvious dif-
ference was the “stufl)” Young
men's parents pulled up, unloaded
two suitcases, and off they went. For
me and my soon-to-he girlfriends,
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The Cunningham family (left 1o right) Max, Stephen 73, Karen, Jake, and Tobey on an outing in the Sierras.

unpacking was a long, tedious
process— unloading kitchenware,
curtains. matching bedspreads, ete.
The fraternity houses were decorated
with welcome banners, ¢ager upper-
classmen hterally hung out of win-
dows asking for names, the Fresh-
man rectory was the most
thumbed through document since
the frst printing of the Bible! And it
was fun!

Ann Hllm(on Barnett works for
1B} in Paris.

The men welcomed us, so, socially
at least, the transition was easy. As
lime went on, however, the “male-
ness” did show. There really was no
well-orchestrated sports program, al-
though it develaped aver the four
years. The course selection was, for a
math major like me, terrific: bt
many of my friends who were inter-

ested in liberal arts found it neces-
sary to transfer to other schools that
had broader selections of courses in
the humanmities. The food was to be
judged on guantity: all vou can eat
{men), all vou could stand (women).

Was it weird? Yes, it was strange.
I think the ratio of men to women
my first year was more than it to |,
In many of my classes, there would
be only one ar two other women.

Would I do 11 again? In a minute!
My education was terrific. In fact, in
1973 a series of events prompted me
to return to graduate school. [ found
that several of my classes at Whar-
ton were just “re-runs’ of classes |
had taken at Lalayvette. In addition,
my best friends on carth are those 1
met at Latayette. Many of us mar-
ricd Lafavette men and remain, 15
vears {ater, loval (if neghgent)
alumni, [
Ann Huntington Barneit i3 manager
of produet pricineg for 18M in Paris
At Lalayette, she was a Dana
Scholar, math maior, class fund
mgrager, tutor for wnderprivifeged
children, and “other than that, en-
javed hersell. " She earned ler
M BA from the Wharton School in
eI




