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Lafayette Faculty Passes Co-Ed Plan; Trustee Decision Awaited

Conversion of Lafayette Col.
lege into @ coeducational
institution won overwhelming

endorsement of the facully
Inte yesterday but it appeared
that the proposal for a sex-
ually-mixed campus faces
close serutiny by the board
of trustees.

The faculty passed a regolu-
tion recommending admission
of women to all degree pro-
Erams a5 soon  as  prac-
ficable” and calling the step
“educationally desirable."

The facully also recom-
mended to the board that an
appropriate  commitiee bhe
established to develop a pro-
gram of implementation giv-
ing consideration Lo two facul
Iy suggestions:

1, That the college first ad-
mit women on a commuler
basis and that appropriate

changes lo campus facililies
he sturted as soon as possible
to permit the admission of
coeds on a residence basis,

2. That women be added
o the student populatien over
the next few years with no
diminution in the size of the
male student body ‘‘as pres-
ently planned.*

1,750 Male Students

These suggestions were parl
of the report of a speclal
faculty committee which
recommended eoeducation for
the Easton ecollege. which
now gerves about 1,750 men,

Dr. K, Roald Bergethon,

president, said any final deei-
slon must come from the
board,

“The guestion of coeduca-
tion al Lafayeite ls nol one
of desirability, but of
feasibility,” he said. There are
sound educational reasons for
admitting women. Bul, unless
this decision is accompanied
by provisiong of facilities and
financial supporl, there can
be a loss in education guality
beeause of the lpability 1o

vocruit and pay high level
faculty."
Dr. Alhert W. Gendebien,

head of the history depart-
ment and chairmuan of the
special  facully committee,
said he was “gralified at the
overwhelming support of the

report and the mations,” e a 824 million development pro.
action was by veice vole W gram and hopes to raise all
the faeulfty meeling, the money in “three or four”
Hopes For Action h yoars, This program envisions

“J hope that action cap Lg @ Mmale student body of 1,900

taken soon fo implement thg 10 1830,
proposals,”” Gendeblen said. | 350 to 400 Women
George C. Layb, a 193
Lafayette graduate who is s
cretary  of the hoard
Lrugtees, pointed out lodag
some aof the matters it mu
consider in relation o the coel
proposal,
"This must be studied
only i light of the educationdl
proposals,” he said, “but i
sofar as expansion of
physieal plavt and the |
crease in endowment for (h
purpose would be invalyed.
Laub said the college is

400 females, suggested by
the faculty committee, must
be studied by board commit-
tees on educatlonal policy,
financlgl policy and develop-
ment, he said.

Lauh, said coeducation had
been discussed at an informal
gathering of trusiees and
some students al Skylop some
time ago but has not come
up &l an offieial board meot-

ng.
%ﬁalpb K. Gollshall, Wilm-

The proposal to add 350 1o

mgton, Del,, president of the
board, was reported in Florida
and unavailable,

Alumnus Comments

John V. R. Bull, president
of the Easton Area Alumni
Association, agreed women
undergraduales would be an
assel,

“There are a gredl many
women in the Easton area
who would attend ‘il they
condd,” he said, “Many now
g0 1o other Lehigh Valley cals

leges,
‘Out of Date’

“All-male colleges are out
of date,” he added. “Taking
women as undergraduates at
Lafayeile would be a siep
in the right direetion.

“If the college wishes 1o

expand ils communily par.
ticipation, this is one good
way to do it."*

Physical Neeods

He noted that the physical
demands of accepting women
will have & *‘tremendous im-
pact” on the area, and urged
the college o revesl its plans
as soon as possible,

“The questions this raises
a5 to the College's land needs
and the resulling elffect on
the public tax base are impor:
tant,'" Bull sald, “The college
will have {o recognize the im-
pact of its actions on the
gemeral community."”

Henry W. Codd, executive
director of the Downlown Iin-
provement Group, sald women
at Lafayetle would be *‘Ler-

rific" and would help down-
town business,
To Help Economy

William C, Sigal, chatrman
of DIG's retail commiliee,
said the change would help
the economy but alse would
make the college a “‘stronger
institution.”

Lafayeite, founded in 1824,
held its first classes in 1842,
IL has a 100-acre campus and
owns 250 acres i Forks Town-
ship.

Muhlenberg College, Allen-
town, became coeducational in
1957, Moravian College,
Bethlehem, also 15 coed,
Lehigh University, Bethlehem
is for men only while Cedar
Crest College, Allentown,
serves only women,
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"Women At Lafayettep faculty Group Favors Plan

=
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‘ Will Lafayette College some  size of the male student popula-  that most females who would be  students that they must “jam desicability' of admitling coeds. The caliber of enlering fresh- “They never possessed any in- |
r\ day accept womben as undergrad- lion as presently planned. admitted in the immediate future everything into a parly week- The commitlee found an in- man c¢lasses al Lafayelte hus herent virtues as segregated |
uates? Dr. Albert W. Gendebien, head would be in liberal arts courses. end,” anll development of a creasing frend foward sexually- heen increasing for 12 or 15 sohaols and there are nd sound. |
{f Admission of females to his-  of the history department, is The commiltee foresaw a . more pdsiive and beneficial at-  mixed education, citing the fact  years, the committee pointed o oo Dort I
| ftoric Lafayetle was recom- chairman of the commitlee ‘‘more equitable distribution” jn  ftude to the opposite sex.”  thal of 2,252 institutions of higher  out, but warned that the rate of g‘ it y I“,'
| mended today by a special which recommended the sharp  these departmenfs between o Femalos would have a sig- lenming in the country, only 35  improvement is lapering off. their continu_cc existence in g 1
facully committee which has break with the past at the Pres- freshman - sophomore enroll- nificant on such aetivities are private, non-denominational “Will we hit a plateatt soon; society that is no longer so ex-
‘} been exploring the subject since  bylerian-related college. ments and advanced enrollments  as cholr, club, theater, clubs  liberal arts institutions for men i)l the academic q\'mlity of our  fremely sexually-segregated.”
last fall. The commitiee recommended U women are admitted. and thel ehurch, which woulg ’“g 410 e ra;f“g%w'l’rotestant- candidales decline?” the com- Factors in the admission of
‘ The recommendation that the  a gradual transition from the In the foreseeable future, the  Show “@arked improvement ,'2,,{, liberal s18s collédes it mittee dsked, ) coeds which the commiliee said
. college “on the hill" become co-  present all-male student body of  report stated, engineering pro- and be *greatly uplifted.” Fe- T UPAS AXSs SOLER P Recruiting females might help  would help to enhance the aca-
. educational was to go before the 1,700 o 1,750 t0 a coeducational  grams “would mot be measur. ‘male cheerleaders may evoke gﬁémnt-?-emtc:ﬁ ‘(3):“2;%55045 r:,f: Lafayeite keep up the quality  gomic quality of the college in-
1 ut'tma faculty at a meeling this  campus of 2,200 to 2,300 by 1975,  ably increased” by the addition ‘“"“F““ i P, coed, Lafayette and Westminster gl‘;:;ﬂﬂ:lhail";;&{i}m& mbng?(:‘l; clude:
¢ afternoon, Of that total, 350 to 400 would  of coeds. ® FCIMBIRS WOUM SCIVE @8 A0 ,ps for men and Beaver, Linden- The tumber of women siu
4 The Express has learned that  be females, the commitice said. The view was expressed that :t"u"{!:n:;’ r‘e':n af?; o";“gimmﬂe wood and Wilson are for women, ;ﬁgﬁ?;’ :'t:'frgicsg;m‘:h‘:heiez: nlo\; dents entering college has been
. the commx‘t.tee planned to rec- “Few adjustments would have  high admission standards could Saversing etrend for Lats ‘;m; “*Our juc[gmenl.," the commit- tha freshinan class. increasing faster than has the
| ommend a “modest transition 0ty he made,” the committee said  be maintained in science pro- | M UCE RN o colleyge w  lee wrote, “could be that finally, o) it has b nimber of wen. The same dis
" a sexually mixed and therefore  ij itg 13-page report, “to incorpo-  grams i their enrollments % e if we continue as we are, Lafa- Fgr se\urainyqars s | S roportionate  acceleration i3
healllijer'* campus. rate females into this planmed  stayed about the same as they o “The l“‘l‘“‘ on studenl-  yoite ., , might achieve a unique “5,'”;‘“ mrudgltu q:;mla;;nié showing at the graduation level,
‘ The committer was prepared  number; and the cost need not  are while the number of arls fown rel@ions is questionable.  giatus — the one remaining all.  @rds for s 2 Even more significant is the
| to move that the faculty ree-  exeeed by great amounts those  Students increased. Perhups many local girls would  mgle campus in the country.” ".‘gmcf and ggmeermigﬂlhan t:?,r quality of the female pool”
| : y o oot be sdught out as dates and Such & status could mean that liberal arts, the commitiee said, s Heges. .
ommend these steps Lo the board now planned for this petiod, It was fell that coeds would Last vear there were 40 fewer entering colleges
of trustees: The comittoe said that faculty  “indirectly help solve two of the {?;,:y“f‘,, 2 sw::tll(};lnt?; '::E’g Lafuyetle would “‘no longer have ml:nﬁgl rcngmeering o B Women sre more likely to
F e That females be admitted fo  and curricular expansion would  pressing problems in the seionce  ypas <o (WP SEO¥IECS T bl Moo g it g ‘{.ﬁh‘;‘ﬂ;. admitted than had been planned ~ place academic reasons for go-
| all degree programs. be “in those areas as required  programs —standards and 8 Mer Bt ol faver tha u‘:l;:ut;ceis 2:1‘3 it o ufdpobe able  for. ing t? college first, adn:l ’gccupa—
] » That, as toon as practicable, by the academic interest of the  cosls. addition of coeds. to pick and choose “even driving The commiltee found that it is 1074 ‘;f""“g e nommtitee’ |
| the college admit females on a  females admilted,’ Consultation with the commit- ¢ The fraternily system will  desirable applicants avay.' possible to admit females of chso fins-Order, the coniptites:” | g
“gommuter” basis. Founded in 1824, Lafayette has  lee on student affairs brought  pot he frengthened or weak- The eommillee said it could  higher avera%e intellectual apti- e, 0
\ e That appropriate changes to  a 100-acre campus on College  the conclusion that coeds would  ened, not determine whether the col-  tude than male 'll;he presence ”{ “"’““i:?
|| campus facilities be initiated as  Hill. In 1862 the college bought  benefit most extracurricular The faeulty committee was  lege is “al a competitive dis- “The educational desirability €0 cﬂﬁbe’iﬁlﬂ& ni”":-":i‘i" e
r‘ promptly as possible to permit a 250-acre tract in Forks Town-  areas as follows; formed on motion of Dr. James advantage right now hecause of of mixing the sexes in class and upon lberal aris '5 udies. luded
| the admission of females on a ship for future expansion. The o IFfemales on campus would R. Vitelli, of the English depart- its all-male condition." on campus is fairly ebvions and A subcommit et sanc 01 d
residence basis, privately endowed college of- have a positive effect on its so0- ment, ai & meeting lust May. of aipllcan!s accepted last elementary,” the reporl went on. thutb cbt;cds a4l Lafayette wou
[ e That females be added to the  fers courses in arts, science and  cial life, with a *“more relaxed Beginniig its work in the fall,  year who went elsewhere in-  “Sexually - segregated colleges ~ probably sirengthen the arls
‘ student body over the next few  engineering. and nalural” almosphere, elimi-  the committee limited its ex-  stead, 75 indicated they did so  came into being in a male-domi- programs more than coginecr- \
l'! years with no diminution in the The facully commiltee said nation of the feeling by many  ploration l o the *“educational because Lafayette was all-male. nated society, ing and science,
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