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638 TilE BIO(~HAPI-IY OF A C LECE 

a.	 If we dl:cide not to admit women at this time or defer action, It IS 

unlikely that we Gin reconsider the mutter for at least 5 or () years. You 
know that the "On Lafayette" campaign has already been interrupted. 
In fact, the faculty has blitzed our canlpaign, through their introduction 
of the co-cd recommendation. 13m let's face it-the reco1J1mendation 
has been made and we must reply. 

It is important that we start the campaign going again and keep it 
going without further intt:rruption. This means that any decision we 
make now must stand until the campaign is completed. We might begin 
to slip educationally and acadi.:mically within tht: next few years. But 
we would be unable to do anything about it until 1974 or 1975 because 
of the "On LafaYl:tte" campaign. If Lafayettl: suffers in quality at a time 
when its costs are incrl:asing and state-supported institutions arc more 
and more acceptable to stlldents and parwts. the College may lose 
ground that will nearly bl: impossihle to recover. 

b.	 There is a second practical consideration with regard to thl: "On La
fayette" campaign. While it is quitl: possible that a decislOn to admit 
women might have an adverse effect on the campaign, I think it is also 
possible that the dccision not to admit women would have an eVl:n 
greater advlTse effect. It we indicate to the faculty and students that we 
decided not to admit women because of our present priorities and com
mitment to fund raising, these groups may well call for a re-examination 
of these priorities. They may ask for rcJSOllS why we place fraternity 
cOI1Struction, a hookstore, and dormitories, as well as athlctic facilities 
ahead of somethinv; [hey have recommended for educational reasons. 
As Trustees of an educational institlltion, we give great weight to the 
opinions of l:ducators. 

Therefore, gentlcll1l:ll, I conclude that the admission of women to Lafayette 
College is neccssary. The key to m)' thinking is that our role in society is 
better filled if our doors arc open to all studc.:nts. We should try to bl: the 
kind of institution that young people today considcr exciting and meaningful 
and relevant. llecausc a decision l10t to admit women carries with it the 
possibility of serious consequcncl:s for our cducati011'11 quality and our capital 
campaign, I think that the trustees of Lafaycttl: College must vote to approve 
the recommendation of the faculty to ,Jdrnit women to the College. Therefore, 
we must begin immediately to consider the time and manner in which this 
should he done so that this decision can fulfill our primary responsibility to 

move Lafayette College forw.1H1. 
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