
Co-~ducation for Lafayette? 

A Background Pape~ 

011 il national level, colleges and universities which are 
not c;lo-e;uucational are exploring' t.he pro~ and cons of establishing 
co-educa,tional or coordinate i nsti tutions. Tne Faculty of 
Lafayette College has appointed a COilUni ttce to study the implicat­
ions of establishing a coordinate women I s collc,ge to itnplement 
the educational aims of Lafayette. '£ihere are many f.acets which 
,I1US t be considered in making such a decision. Following is an 
outline which t"ries to objectivel.y cover the probll~lIl.s an.d questions 
which ca.n arise if women <."ere to become candidates for il baccu­
laureate degree at Lafayette ColLege. 

I • E.nUCA1'IOd 

A.	 .I:"aci li ties 

1.	 T'he builuings on campus could be used mora a:(hfant~geou51y. 

a. 1-'\	 number of students now leave campus for the weekends. 
1).	 They go to other colleges, either co-ed or 

\./omen I s or home to da te . 
a). If stuc1ents stayeu on calTlpus, greater use 

would be made of extra-curricular facilities 
as well as the library and other ~cademic 

facilities. 

I".	 Certain classL'oU\llS in fine arts, mus ie, philosophy 
and language now receive li.ni ted use because men are 
less likely to take these couxse:s. 
1). Facili ties \olOuld receive greater use from \'lomen 

taking courses in these areas. 

u.	 Faculty 

1.	 At pr~sent certain departments teach many introductory 
co~rses IEnglish t foreign language, philosophy, etc.) 
CO,Clfletent schol.'lirs in these areas Wi;ll1 t to te.ach ac.lvance..J 
courses, not jusi::. introcluctory alld element~ry courses. 

a.	 'i'ne College \-l()ulti .oe able to at tract an~ retain highly 
able teachers in departments by giving the. professor 
ll]Ore opporb.1ni ty to teacl) advanced courseS. This is 
most true in the liberal arts an.J hUlllani ties. 



-2­

2.. The student to faculty ratio ~.iould be i,nc-reasl~d. 

a.	 'l'here WQuld. be more students pel" falculty member in 
tolal but with a better distribution over all the 
courses~ 

1).	 'l"hose courses \o(hich have a 10\'J student to faculty 
ratio ~oJill attract more students 

C.	 S tud€lH ts 

1.	 The academic ability leVel of the s,tudent body would .be 
higner with the enrollment of women. 

a.o	 L,afayette C'an l'J.lOt expect to increase the percentage 
of extremely well-quulified yoUng men above its 
present level., 
i}. Tille College f~ces competition from tbe Iv-y 

Le~gu81 etc. 
2).	 Lafayotte cannot afford the scholarships that 

would be- needed to at tract. students a\..ay from 
those institutio,ns. 

b.	 'l'here are fewer good g,chools for v1eJ.l-q 'lali fled \VOITlE;HL 

1).	 ':i.'he cOlnpeti t.ion is therefore 6,ti ffer for 
aLiJn!isslons. 
a) hafayette could attract these capable women. 

2. 'i'he small colle.ge atmosphere \.;111 still be retained. 

a ~	 \'Jomen anJ men will not C'ornpete for idGitl ti ty ana status 
in all areas of endeavo~. 

D.	 Curr icu.luHI 

1.	 '1'!le College t....ould remab~ an u,nJergradua t-e liberal arts 
school. 

a,	 The C'urric,ulum would have' ~ university-scope, 
encQrnpas sing tilie ar ts ~ sc -i-eIlces and engineer11'19 . 

b.	 'rhcr-e would be a grea.ter demand for the non­
te,chnolagical s ide of the curric.ulum. 
1). 'Fhe co.urse st.ructures woald be mor~ unifor1Llly 

balanced. 

II. SOCIAL 

A. 'rhcre is a socialability driv~ on the individua,,l leveL 

1.	 YO\lng peopl.03 fe,el a need to establish close assoc iL;;ltions 
and frie1nuships \',~i til members of "[he oppo~;lt-~ sex. 
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2..	 Young people are more ,I socially canse iaus" tcd(;lyt:,1an 
ever befo.re. 'rhe ,. single-sex" campus may becolile UR'­
popular for soci.al reasons. 

3.	 'rbere could be aen improvement in the persona 1 f,labi ts 
of ~regs I manners and spe,ech if both sexes- \'/erc in 
constant contact with one anOther. 

B.	 In society as a whole there is a need for C'OTllillUnication 
betNeen the se:~es ,. 

,1.	 Nore women will enter the working force as career 
employees. 

a.	 'rhere i$ ana will be a defini te need. in bus iness 
and professions to have a rapportltTi th theopposi te 
sex other than on the courtsJ"1ip arLct llmrriage level. 
1),.. C01,ltact ~Ii th eacb otber br ings an appreciation 

of each's capa:bilitie£, motiv,ations· and 
desires. 

II I	 . Flf~Al>lC"~S 

h.	 Initial invesbnent 

L	 The land necessary to enlarge the campus is avai 1­
able or can b~ made available from severed sources. 

a.	 There is lanJ, which the colleg.e aqui.red several 
years ago in forks Township. 

b.	 T'he Colleg' € o~ms land close to the ca:r.tpu_R lolhicil 
is no,t currently being us·eel for academic P1.lrP05C:S. 

c.	 'l'he College can acquire filore land close to campus 
~f it woulu be necessary. 

il.	 BUildiny needs 

1.	 60 a women woul.d require 9-10 million <..tollar s.. 

2.	 1000 WOffitim would reqt1ire 16 w.illian dollars. 

a ..	 This mOlley W'Ollld be r),ead"]d for resj.denc~ halls I 
an auditoriom-fine <lrts building, physical educat­
ion, administrative and he,ating facilities at1J 
lanQ odevelo:)ALent a.nd uti 11 ties. 

C.	 Operations 

Ji	 . 1~he per capi t.a cost ofeduca ting t.he s tuuents '.\'ouli:1 
Jecre~se with an increased enroll~ent. 
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a.	 'l'here would .be a ;';.roade~ income baseal'l.u through 
better distribution th.e Coll€g<=- could utilize 
ex-is ting f.;l.cili ties 2lnl.1 professors tTto,r;e profi't~bly. 

D.	 J.:>ndoWl,lent- .. AJd i tional cndowm~nt n.eededto rllain ta in 
pres,ent level of endm.;ment per student. 

1.	 600 WOlTlen $9 million 

2.	 1000 wonte'n $15 mi IIi_on 

E •	 '1'0 t,al cos t ..:lui-laings plus endowment. 

1	 600 \.,romen $20 milli9D 

1000 \;10l)le'f} $30-35 million. 

F.	 Fund raising 

1.	 The College 1s presQ'1ltly not a-ble to meet i ts e~{penses 

th..rough tui t ion or endowment i nCOl.le • Annua 1 hmd­
raising is required. 

2.	 The needs for funds will grow' p~oportionatel~:t \'li th 
tbe rise in costs an.d with the rise in the nU.iIIhe-r of 
students. 

], ,	 It is very ui f ficu.l t to obtain money for \olQmen. 
a.	 Initial enthus.iasm may bring in a ras,h of con.­

tributions. --- ­
b.	 Wo.~en i~ the future wi~l be more able to cOnt~ibute 

to their alma meters. 
1). Hare ~'101nen will be earning lnoney and have 

independent. means .. 
c .•,larrieu coupl-=:s general~y s\lpport husband I S ..::ollege. 

4.	 Cllaritab1e contributions in future years UlilY not keep 
pa.ce with incre.asing costs~ 

The preceeding outlinE.: pain tz out that the adcli t:ion of WmLLlan 

O~l the L;.dayett.e calnpus \"ould .Lncrease the s tudant enro 11,JH?i'l t 
auJ. the operat..ing budget. and en.4.10wl..lent neces.sities of the sC'bool. 
But it is. a.l SO ~v i-d~'nt that. the quali ty leve.l of t:he school ~vi 11 
ue raised antI Il),ore widespread Use of e::<isting facilities an,] 
faculty \\'i11 fu_l,ly rO'-lnd.-out the ecluca tion ..a! aims of the s::hool. 

T1he establishmen.t of a co-educatlona.l or coordinate \-101,len 's 
college at La,faye'tte mer its c€.treful conside.ration. Tbe alter­
natiVe5 must also be revi €\l<!U and i nspec t.ed, e i the.r to· Iiemai n a 11 
male or to look into the possibilities Of a future cooperative 
or coordina te: ventures \l1i th a III or severa1 exis ting \>1omen I s 
college~s . 


